
 

  ENGLISH BITES  (06 NOVEMBER 19) 
 

IDIOMS AND PHRASES 

1. My aunt was in a flutter last night. 

a. frightened 

b. very angry 

c. in a jovial mood 

d. in a state of nervous excitement 

ANS-4 

2. The trial was so important that the entire 

proceedings were held in camera. 

a. a secret 

b. in strict vigilance 

c. not open to the public  

d. amidst great security 

ANS-2 

3. His prodigal son was a constant source of 

trouble to him. 

a. given into bad habits 

b. poor and miserly 

c. extravagant 

d. step-son 

ANS-3 

4. The story does not hold water. 

a. does not deserve appreciation 

b. does not fulfil the requirement 

c. cannot be believed 

d. cannot be valued 

ANS-3 

5. Raj couldn’t pay the bill, so he asked the 

owner to put it on the cuff. 

a. on credit 

b. against his credit card 

c. in his bank account  

d. in his friend’s account  

ANS-1 

6. His statement is out and out a lie. 

a. Totally 

b. Simply 

c. Merely 

d. slightly 

ANS-1 

7. In the armed forces, it is considered a great 

privilege to die in harness. 

a. Die with honor 

b. Die on a horse back 

c. Die while still working. 

d. Die in the battle field. 

ANS-3 

8. To put somebody in his place. 

a. To turn him out. 

b. To honor him. 

c. To give him due respect. 

d. To make him humble. 

ANS-8 



 

9. A house of cards. 

a. An insecure scheme. 

b. A gambling house. 

c. A plan with high stakes. 

d. A place where cards are printed. 

ANS-1 

10. Cheek by jowl. 

a. Very close together. 

b. Arguing. 

c. Teasing one another. 

d. Avoiding one another. 

ANS-1 

11. Selling like hot cakes. 

a. To have a good season. 

b. To become as planned. 

c. To have a very slow sale. 

d. To have a very good sale. 

ANS-4 

12. Button her lip. 

a. Tell us more. 

b. Stop talking. 

c. Invite us. 

d. Enjoy herself. 

ANS-2 

13. Weal and woe. 

a. Friends and enemies. 

b. Be in danger. 

c. Adversity. 

d. Good times and bad times. 

ANS-4 
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