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- Recently, the (UNICEF) released the ‘Levels and Trends in Child 

Mortality’ report.  

- According to it, unlike global trends, India’s under-5 mortality of 

girls exceeded that of boys in 2018. 

- According to the report, half of all under-5 deaths in 2018 occurred 

in five countries: India, Nigeria, Pakistan, the Democratic Republic 

of the Congo and Ethiopia. 

- India and Nigeria alone account for about a third. 

- India’s neonatal (नवजात) mortality rate is 23 per 1,000 live births. 

- According to India’s 2017 Sample Registration System (SRS), the 

States with the highest burden of neonatal mortality are MP, 

Odisha & Uttar Pradesh, with 32, 33 and 30 neonatal deaths per 

1,000 live births, respectively. 

- Jharkhand, Bihar and Uttarakhand showed the largest gender gaps 

in under-5 mortality 

- Uttar Pradesh is the state with the highest number of estimated 

newborn deaths in India, both because of the high neonatal 

mortality rate and because of the large number of births that occur 

every year in the State. 

 

 

- Wetland Bird Census at Kaziranga National Park 

- The second wetland bird count was conducted in the Kaziranga 

National Park from 9th-10th January 2020. 

- The first wetland bird survey was conducted in 2018. 

- Number of Birds 

- A total of 19,225 birds belonging to 96 species under 80 families was 

reported which is significantly higher than that of 2018. 

- Having 96 species of wetland birds is one of the highest for wildlife 

reserves in India. 

- Kaziranga National Park 

- Location: It is located in the State of Assam and covers 42,996 ha.  

- It is the single largest undisturbed and representative area in the 

Brahmaputra Valley floodplain. 

- Legal Status 

- It was declared as a National Park in 1974. 

- It has been declared a tiger reserve since 2007.  

- It has a total tiger reserve area of 1,030 sq km with a core area of 

430 sq. km. 

- It was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1985. It is 

recognized as an Important Bird Area by BirdLife International. 

- It is the home of the world's most one-horned rhinos. 

- Much of the focus of conservation efforts in Kaziranga are focused 

on the 'big four' species— rhino, elephant, Royal Bengal tiger and 

Asiatic water buffalo. 2018 census had yielded 2,413 rhinos and 

approximately 1,100 elephants. 

- As per the figures of tiger census conducted in 2014, Kaziranga had 

an estimated 103 tigers, the third highest population in India after 

Jim Corbett National Park (215) in Uttarakhand and Bandipur 

National Park (120) in Karnataka. 

- Rivers and Highways 

- The NH-37 passes through the park area. 

- The park also has more than 250 seasonal water bodies, besides the 

Diphlu River running through it. 

 

 



 

 

VOCABULARY    REVISION 

ASTUTE  
A. Wise   B. dull   
C. unintelligent  D. solid 
 
ALLEVIATE  
A. Intensify                             B. relieve 
C. augment                  D. aggravate 
 
ABSOLVE  
A. Accuse B. charge 
C. pardon               D. bind 

VOCABULARY-I 

Combativeness (n-) लडाकूपन, eagerness to fight or argue. 

He is known for his combativeness and short temper. 

Extrapolation (v-) , guess or think of what is going to happen using 

information. 

You can’t really extrapolate a trend from such a small sample. 

Persecution (n+) उत्पीडन, hostile, ill-treatment. 

They left the country out of fear of persecution. 

Reiterating (v+) बार बार दुहराना, repeat, say something again and 

again. 

She reiterated that she had never seen him before. 

Disparage (v-), उपेक्षा करना, criticize in a way that shows no respect. 

He spoke disparagingly of his political opponent. 

Accentuates (v-), जोर दना , make more noticeable or prominent. 

The new policy only serves to accentuate the inadequacy of help for 

the homeless 

Intent (n/adj+) इरादा, intention or purpose, determined to so 

something. 

The government was intent on achieving greater efficiency. 

Marred (v+) क्षतत, spoil, ruin, impair, the quality or appearance. 

Violence marred a number of New Year celebrations. 

Leveraged (v+) उत्तोलन, action or advantage of using a lever. 

Using ropes and wooden poles for leverage, they haul sacks of 

cement. 

Ratcheting (n+) शाफ़्ट, operate by means of ratchet/ cost or levels are 

increasing. 

Reduced demand and ratcheting costs are forcing many small 

businesses to close. 

IDIMOS AND PHRASES 

HEART AND SOUL-  devotedly.  

HIGH AND DRY-   a difficult situation. 

HANG FIRE -   remain unsolved. 

HOLD IN LEASH- to restrain. 

GRAMMAR 

Walking along the road a scooter knocked him down. (wrong) 

While he was walking along the road a scooter knocked him down. 

(right). 

TONE OF THE PASSAGE 

WHAT ACCORDING TO YOU IS THE TONE OF THE 

PASSAGE??????????????????????? 

ARTICLE OF THE DAY 

In the name of self-defence 

The U.S. strike in Iraq that killed Soleimani was in violation of UN norms 

proscribing such unilateral use of force 

The killing of Iranian General Qassem Soleimani near Baghdad in drone 

strikes carried out by the U.S. earlier in January raised the spectre of war 

in West Asia. 

 Later, U.S. President Donald Trump threatened to attack cultural sites in 

Iran in the event of reprisals (प्रततशोध) by Tehran.  

 The next week, Iran retaliated by carrying out missile attacks on two 

facilities housing U.S. troops in Iraq. 

 These incidents give rise to some interesting legal questions: Was the U.S. 

attack on Soleimani legally justified ?  

 And can cultural sites be legitimately attacked in  

      any armed U.S. response ? 

 Under international law, there is a general prohibition on the use of force, 

articulated in Article 2(4) of the UN Charter.  

 The Article proscribes any use of force by members against the “territorial 

integrity or political independence” of a state.  

 However, the Charter recognises two limited exceptions: first, in the use of 

force by a state in the lawful exercise of its right to self-defence; and 

second, when such an act is carried out with the prior authorisation of the 

UN Security Council (UNSC) and acting pursuant to the Council’s 

emergency powers “to maintain or restore international peace and 

security”. 

 The use of force by the U.S. in Baghdad to kill Soleimani without prior 

consent (सहमतत) from Iraq or the UN was, hence, a violation of such 

proscription, unless the U.S. can justify it as a lawful exercise of its right to 

self-defence. 

 Not surprisingly, the Donald Trump administration was quick to claim that 

the killing was in exercise of its right to “anticipatory” (अतिम) self-defence.  

 The legal basis for “anticipatory” self-defence remains deeply controversial 

and contested.  

 There are both legal and policy arguments against recognising a right to 

anticipatory self-defence. First, Article 51 of the UN Charter recognises the 

inherent right of every state to use force in self-defence, only “if an armed 

attack occurs”. Second, unlike an “armed attack”, which is an objective 

standard, an “anticipated” armed attack is a subjective one, open to abuse 

by states.  
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https://youtu.be/yKjCM7icNsQ 

https://youtu.be/yKjCM7icNsQ

