
 

12 September 2019 The Hindu Editorials Update lqcg% 8 cts # Mahendra's YouTube Channel 

                           QUIZ OF THE DAY (Based on previous session) 

1. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change says total global emissions 

will need to fall by 45% from 2010 levels by 2030 and reach net zero by 

______. 

2. For a successful energy transition to a greener energy programme, 

countries have to spend around _______ of their GDP.  

3. The two top ‘payer’ countries in terms of absolute amounts of transfers are 

the U.S. and ______ since their emissions are higher than the global 

average. 

4. In terms of ‘compensated’ countries, India comes at the top due to its 

population size and its distance from the global emissions’ average (India 

has per capita emissions of ______ metric tonne). 

5. Announcing the second such e-auction of PM Modi (2,772 gifts) to be 

conducted by __________. 

 

 

 

 

 The Battle of Saragarhi - 12 Sep 1897  

 (British Indian Empire and Afghan tribesmen) in the North-West Frontier 

Province (now Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan). 

 Sikh soldiers fought on behalf of the British Indian Army against Pashtun 

Orakzai tribesmen. The British Indian contingent comprised 21 Jat Sikh 

soldiers of the 36th Sikhs (now the 4th battalion of the Sikh Regiment), 

who were stationed at an army post and were attacked by 10000 to 12,000 

Afghans. 

 The Sikhs, led by Havildar Ishar Singh, chose to fight to the death. 

 The 4th battalion of the Sikh Regiment of Indian Army commemorates the 

battle every year on 12 Sep, as Saragarhi Day. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Q.1  In which year the “Battle of Saragarhi” was fought ?   

 किस वर्ष में “सारागढ़ी िी लडाई” लड़ी गई थ़ी ? 

 1. 1885  2. 1865  3. 1890 

 4. 1897  5. 1899 

Ans: 4 

Q.2   Which battalion of the Sikh Regiment of Indian Army commemorates the   

battle every year on 12 Sep, as Saragarhi Day.       भारत़ीय सेना िी कसख 

रेकिमेंट िी िौन स़ी बटाकलयन हर साल 12 कसतंबर िो सारागढ़ी किवस िे   रूप में लडाई 

िो याि िरत़ी है। 

 1. 2nd / िूसऱी   2. 3rd / त़ीसऱी 3. 4th / चौथ़ी  

 4. 8th / आठवीं    5. 7th / सातवीं  

Ans: 3 

Q.3   Name of the Sikh soldier who led “the Battle of Saragarhi on behalf of the   

British Indian Army ? 

 उस कसख सैकनि िा नाम, किसने किकटश भारत़ीय सेना िी ओर से “सारागढ़ी िी लडाई 

िा नेतृत्व   किया था ? 

 1. Naik Lal Singh / नायि लाल कसंह 

 2. Lance Naik Chanda Singh / लांस नायि चंिा कसंह 

 3. Sepoy Sundar Singh / कसपाह़ी स ंिर कसंह 

 4. Havildar Ishar Singh / हवलिार ईशर कसंह 

 5. None of these / इनमे से िोई नहीं 

Ans: 4 

Q.4   Who is the Film director of Bollywood movie “Kesari” ? 

 बॉल़ीव ड किल्म "िेसऱी" िे किल्म कनिेशि िौन हैं ? 

 1. Karan Johar / िरण िौहर 

 2. Aruna Bhatia / अरुणा भाकटया 

 3. Apoorva Mehta / अपूवष मेहता 

 4. Anurag Singh / अन राग कसंह 

 5. None of these / इनमे से िोई नहीं 

Ans: 4 

Futile fines 

Better enforcement and infrastructure are key to mitigating anger over higher 

road fines 

The steep penalties for violation of road rules that came into force on September 

1 under the Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act, 2019 have produced a backlash, 

with several State governments opting to reduce the quantum of fines, or even to 

reject the new provisions.  

 Gujarat has announced a substantial reduction in the fines, West 

Bengal has refused to adopt the higher penalties, Karnataka and 

Kerala are studying the prospects to make the provisions less 

stringent, and others are proceeding with caution.  

 Union Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari has reiterated that it is left 

to the States to choose the quantum of fines, since it is their 

responsibility to bring about deterrence and protect the lives of 

citizens. 

 

 Mr. Gadkari’s argument is valid, and the intent behind amending the 

Motor Vehicles Act cannot be faulted. After all, India has some of the 

deadliest roads in the world, and 1,47,913 people died in road 

accidents only during 2017. 

 The question that has arisen is whether enhanced fines can radically 

change this record when other determinants, beginning with 

administrative reform, remain untouched. 

 The core of reform lies in Section 198(A) of the amended law, which 

requires any designated authority, contractor, consultant or 

concessionaire responsible for design or construction or maintenance 

of the safety standards of the road to meet those laid down by the 

Central government. 

 This provision, which prescribes a penalty for a violation leading to 

death or disability, can be enforced through litigation by road users in 

all States. 

 Until infrastructure meets legal requirements, fines and enforcement 

action are naturally liable to be challenged in courts; the condition of 

roads, traffic signals, signage and cautionary markings which affect 

motorists, cyclists and pedestrians, would all fall within its ambit.  

 State governments also cannot escape responsibility for failing to 

reform their Regional Transport Authorities, since these offices are 

generally steeped in corruption. The Transport Ministry could well 

have made electronic delivery of RTO services mandatory, something 

that a lapsed UPA-era Bill promised. It should act on this now.  

 Ultimately, ending the culture of impunity that allows government 

vehicles and VIPs to ignore road rules will encourage the average 

citizen to follow them. Mr. Gadkari should lose no time in forming the 

National Road Safety Board to recommend important changes to 

infrastructure and to enable professional accident investigation. 

                           QUIZ OF THE DAY (Based on previous session) 

1. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change says total global 

emissions will need to fall by 45% from 2010 levels by 2030 and reach net 

zero by 2050. 

2. For a successful energy transition to a greener energy programme, 

countries have to spend around 1.5% of their GDP.  

3. The two top ‘payer’ countries in terms of absolute amounts of transfers are 

the U.S. and China since their emissions are higher than the global 

average. 

4. In terms of ‘compensated’ countries, India comes at the top due to its 

population size and its distance from the global emissions’ average (India 

has per capita emissions of 1.73 metric tonne). 

5. Announcing the second e-auction of PM Modi (2,772 gifts) to be 

conducted by the National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA).  
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Futile fines 
Better enforcement and infrastructure are key to 

mitigating anger over higher road fines 

ARTICLE OF THE DAY / 13 September 2019 

The steep penalties for violation of road rules that came into force on September 1 under the Motor Vehicles 

(Amendment) Act, 2019 have produced a backlash, with several State governments opting to reduce the quantum 

of fines, or even to reject the new provisions. Gujarat has announced a substantial reduction in the fines, West 

Bengal has refused to adopt the higher penalties, Karnataka and Kerala are studying the prospects to make the 

provisions less stringent, and others are proceeding with caution. Motorists have reacted with outrage at the 

imposition of fines by the police, obviously upset at State governments pursuing enforcement without upgrading 

road infrastructure and making administrative arrangements for issue of transport documents. Union Transport 

Minister Nitin Gadkari has reiterated that it is left to the States to choose the quantum of fines, since it is their 

responsibility to bring about deterrence and protect the lives of citizens. Mr. Gadkari’s argument is valid, and the 

intent behind amending the Motor Vehicles Act cannot be faulted. After all, India has some of the deadliest roads 

in the world, and 1,47,913 people died in road accidents only during 2017. The question that has arisen is whether 

enhanced fines can radically change this record when other determinants, beginning with administrative reform, 

remain untouched. 

 

The core of reform lies in Section 198(A) of the amended law, which requires any designated authority, 

contractor, consultant or concessionaire responsible for design or construction or maintenance of the safety 

standards of the road to meet those laid down by the Central government. This provision, which prescribes a 

penalty for a violation leading to death or disability, can be enforced through litigation by road users in all States. 

Since the standards are laid down, compliance should be ensured without waiting for a road accident to prove it. 

Until infrastructure meets legal requirements, fines and enforcement action are naturally liable to be challenged 

in courts; the condition of roads, traffic signals, signage and cautionary markings which affect motorists, cyclists 

and pedestrians, would all fall within its ambit. State governments also cannot escape responsibility for failing to 

reform their Regional Transport Authorities, since these offices are generally steeped in corruption. The 

Transport Ministry could well have made electronic delivery of RTO services mandatory, something that a lapsed 

UPA-era Bill promised. It should act on this now. Ultimately, ending the culture of impunity that allows 

government vehicles and VIPs to ignore road rules will encourage the average citizen to follow them. Mr. Gadkari 

should lose no time in forming the National Road Safety Board to recommend important changes to infrastructure 

and to enable professional accident investigation. 
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