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(English)                                   How to Write Good Fill-ins – 2.0 

1- For all the clamour about bipartisanship, in the end, voting _______ to factional 

loyalties. 

2- Chad was the most mercurial of young people, but as an adult was able to ______ his 

wild fluctuations in personality. 

3- The _____ position he adopted on the issue belied his reputation for equivocation. 

4- Though many have impugned her conclusions, the studies on which she based her 

analysis are beyond ______. 

5- While others had given only accolades, the iconoclastic critic greeted the book’s 

publication with a lengthy ________. 

ANSWERS WITH EXPLANATION 

 

1- The target is voting. This sentence depends on an idiom. For all here means “despite." The clue is 

clamour about about bipartisanship and the pivot is for all (meaning despite). Thus, the second part 

of the sentence should indicate that the voting was the opposite of bipartisan-that is, partisan. Since 

factional loyalties describe a partisan environment, a good fill-in would be conformed or adhered.  

 

2- The target is Chad or whatever Chad was able to do to his personality fluctuations. You have a 

clue about Chad-he was mercurial, which matches the idea of wild fluctuations in personality. You 

have a pivot, but, indicating that you need to go in the opposite direction. Thus, Chad was able to 

hold back or moderate his wild fluctuations IBPS/SBI -type words that might appear here would be 

temper or damp.  

 

3- The target is the position. You know that the person in question has a reputation for equivocation. 

Your pivot is belied. Thus, a good fill-in would relate to the opposite of equivocation-something like 

firm or resolute. 

 

4-  The target is the studies. This sentence also has an opposite-direction pivot: Though. It seems that 

this person’s conclusions aren’t so great. The studies she used, though, are pretty great. You want to 

say something good about the studies, but you have another opposite-direction pivot, beyond. You 

want to say that the studies are so good that they are beyond something bad. This sentence would 

almost certainly be completed with the expression beyond reproach.  

5- This sentence has an opposite-direction pivot: While. You also have the clue that the critic is 

iconoclastic. Since most critics gave the book accolades-2nd an iconoclastic critic would do the 

opposite-a good fill-in would be something like condemnation.  
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