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CLASSIFICATION 
What is Classification? 

 Classification means ‘to assort the items of a given group on the 

basis of a certain common quality they possess and then spot the 

stranger or ‘odd one out’. These questions are based on words, 

letters and numerals. In these types of words problems, we 

consider the defining quality of particular things. In these questions, 

four elements or parts are given, out of which one doesn’t belong 

to the group. You are required to find the ‘odd one’. 

 Questions on Classification Types 

 These are the types of questions which we shall consider in 

Classification: 

 Choosing the Odd Word 

 In these type of problems, some words are given which belong to 

real world. They have some common features except the odd one. 

You are required to find the ‘odd man out’. 

 EXAMPLES 

 Direction: (1 - 20) 

 In each of the following questions, four words have been given out 

of which three are alike in same manner while the other one is 

different. Choose the odd one. 

Ex.1. (A) Heering  (B) Shark  

 (C) Whale  (D) Barracuda 

Sol.(C)  Except Whale all other belong to class pieces, Whale is a 

mammal. 

Ex.2. (A) Microbe (B) Microfilm 

 (C) Microphone (D) Microscope 

Sol.(A)  Microbe is living organism. Other are scientific apparatus. 

Ex.3. (A) Harmless  (B) Guilty 

 (C) Innocent (D) Fearless 

Sol.(B) All other reflect the positive qualities of human being, while guilty 

reflects his negative quality.  

Ex.4. (A) Andaman-Nicobar (B) Pondicherry 
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 (C) Delhi      (D) Goa 

Sol.(C)  The three states/UTs are near sea beach or an island in the sea. 

Ex.5. (A) Analysis  (B) Search 

 (C) Conclusion (D) Investigation 

Sol.(C)  Conclusion in the final stage of analysis, search and 

investigation. 

Ex.6. (A) Intimacy  (B) Attachment 

 (C) Friendship (D) Enmity 

Sol.(D)  Except Enmity, all other words represent cordial relationship. 

Ex.7. (A) Diligent  (B) Dignified 

 (C) Dissident (D) Devoted 

Sol.(C)  Except Dissident, all other words imply positive attitude. 

Ex.8. (A) Heat  (B) Light 

 (C) Bulb (D) Electricity 

Sol.(C) Bulb is an item while all other are phenomena. 

Ex.9. (A) Wave  (B) Current 

 (C) Tide (D) Storm 

Sol.(C)  Except Tide, all other related to both air and water. But tide is a 

regular rise and fall in the level of sea, caused by the attraction 

of the moon and sun. 

Ex.10. (A) Softball  (B) Baseball 

 (C) Cricket (D) Basketball 

Sol.(D)  Basketball is different from others. In Softball, Baseball and 

Cricket, bats and balls are used. Basketball involves only ball. 

Ex.11. (A) Annoy  (B) Distress 

 (C) Harass (D) Ravage 

Sol.(D)  Ravage is the different from other words. 

Ex.12. (A) Tomato  (B) Potato 

 (C) Carrot (D) Onion 

Sol.(A)  Except Tomato all others are grown underground. 

Ex.13. (A) Flute  (B) Violin 

 (C) Guitar (D) Sitar 

Sol.(A)  Except Flute, all others are stringed musical instruments. 
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Ex.14. (A) Prison (B) Court 

 (C) Handcuffs (D) Uniform 

Sol.(D)  Prison, court and Handcuffs are related in some way. Uniform is 

meant for a wide range of groups, viz, school uniform, military 

uniform and so on. 

Ex.15. (A) River  (B) Canal 

 (C) Stream (D) Pond 

Sol.(D)  In all others water flow in unidirection or they have no closed 

boundary on all the four sides whereas pond is an enclosed body 

of water. 

Ex.16. (A) Blind (B) Dumb 

 (C) Deaf (D) Idiot 

Sol.(D)  The rest three are physical defects. 

Ex.17. (A) Pear  (B) Apple  

 (C) Guava (D) Orange 

Sol.(D) Out of given fruits orange is citrus fruit. So, it is different from 

others. 

Ex.18. (A) Deck  (B) Quay 

 (C) Stern  (D) Bow 

Sol.(B) All except quay are parts of a ship. 

Ex.19. (A) Tomato  (B) Brinjal  

 (C) Cucumber  (D) Potato 

Sol.(D)  All the vegetables except potato grow above the ground level. 

Ex.20. (A) Mustard  (B) Onion  

 (C) Olive  (D) Seasame 

Sol.(B) All except onion are used for extracting oil. 

 Choosing the Odd Pair of Words 

 In this type of classification, different pairs are classified on the 

basis of some common features/ properties like names, places, 

uses, situations, origin, etc. 

 Direction: (21-33)  

 In each of the following questions, four pairs of words are given 

out of which words in four/three pairs bear a certain common 
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relationship. Choose the pair in which the words are differently 

related. 

Ex.21. (A) Paper : Pencil  

 (B) Head : Cap 

 (C) Ink : Inkpot  

 (D) Present : Wrapper 

Sol.(A)  Except the pair Paper-Pencil in all other pairs, one is kept on 

other. 

Ex.22. (A) Reward : Punishment 

 (B) Object : Permit 

 (C) Sharp : Blunt 

 (D) Cold : Cool 

Sol.(D) Cold and cool are relative synonyms. In all other pairs, the two 

words are antonymous to each other. 

Ex.23. (A) Maharashtra : Mumbai 

 (B) Karnataka : Bengaluru 

 (C) Rajasthan : Jaisalmer 

 (D) Meghalaya : Shillong 

Sol.(C)  The capital of Rajasthan is Jaipur in all other pair states capitals 

are given. 

Ex.24. (A) Sports : Ground 

 (B) Cinema : Screen  

 (C) Drama : Stage 

 (D) Rubber : Erase 

Sol.(D)  Sports are organised in ground. Cinema is shown on screen. 

Drama is played on stage. But rubber is used to erase writings 

on paper. 

Ex.25. (A) Quiet : Calm   (B) Seldom : Never  

 (C) Peace : Tranqull (D) Rapid : Slow 

Sol.(D)  Rapid and slow are antonymous to each other. 

Ex.26. (A) Mother : Daughter 

 (B) Uncle : Nephew  

 (C) Father : Son 
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 (D) Brother-Sister 

Sol.(D)  In all other pairs, two generations of persons have been 

specified. 

Ex.27. (A) Artist : painting 

 (B) Baker : cake  

 (C) Cobbler : shoes 

 (D) Watch : time 

Sol.(D)  Except in Watch-Time, in all others Worker-Work item 

relationship has been shown. 

Ex.28. (A) Game : Coach 

 (B) Drama : Director  

 (C) Counselling : Counsellor 

 (D) Student : Teacher 

Sol.(D) Except the pair student-teacher, in all other pairs the activity and 

related terms are given. The work of coach is to impart training in 

games. Director directs drama. counsellor provides counselling. 

Ex.29. (A) Phycology : Algae 

 (B) Ornithology : Birds  

 (C) Mycology : Fungi 

 (D) Biology : Botany 

Sol.(D) The scientific study of the second is called the first in all the pairs 

except Biology : Botany. 

Ex.30. (A) Time : Second 

 (B) Pressure : Barometer 

 (C) Length : Metre 

 (D) Volume : Litre 

Sol.(B) Except in the pair pressure-Barometer, in all other pairs the 

second is the unit of the first. Barometer is a scientific instrument 

used for measuring atomospheric pressure. 
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