
  



Vikram Malhotra wins 5th PSA title  

India's Vikram Malhotra won his fifth PSA title after beating Egypt’s Youssef Ibrahim in the final of 

the Abu Dhabi Open. The top seeded Indian, fresh from the Asian Championship held in Chennai, 

beat Hesham Mohamed Aly of Egypt in the first round and then seventh seed Ahmad Al-Saraj of 

Jordan in the quarters. 

Pakistani sitarist Ustad Raees Khan dies  

Legendary sitar player Ustad Raees Khan died. He was 77. Ustad Raees was born in 1939 in Indore, 

India in a family of musicians. He belonged to the Mewati Gharana of Indian classical music. His 

maternal grandfather Inayat Ali Khan was also considered one of the finest sitar players in the 

subcontinent. 

Heena wins bronze, India come back with 7 medals  

Heena Sidhu claimed a bronze medal in the women's 10m Air Pistol as India ended the Grand Prix of 

Liberation Plezn 2017 shooting championships with seven medals. On the final day of the 

championship, Heena shot 218.8 in the eight-woman final, won by Greek shooter Anna Korakaki, 

who had won a gold medal in the 25m pistol and a bronze medal in the 10m air pistol at Rio Games. 

Pro-EU Emmanuel Macron becomes France's youngest president  

Ripping up France's political map, French voters elected independent centrist Emmanuel Macron as 

the country's youngest president, delivering a resounding victory to the unabashedly pro-European 

former investment banker and strengthening France's place as a central pillar of the European 

Union.  

MTV Movie and TV Awards 2017:'Beauty and the Beast' wins top honour  

Disney's live-action adaptation 'Beauty and the Beast' was named Movie of the Year at the 2017 

'MTV Movie and TV Awards'. The Bill Condon-directed movie won the top film honour beating the 

fellow nominees including 'Logan', 'Rogue One: A Star Wars Story', 'Get Out' and 'The Edge of 

Seventeen', reported Ace Showbiz.  

Ganga is now one of the six best river cruises in the world  

Reputed international publication Conde Nast Traveller has put the Ganga cruise on its checklist as 

one of the top six river cruises to take in this year. The global luxury and lifestyle magazine has 

placed the luxury cruise vessel Ganges Voyager II, which sails on the Ganga from Kolkata to Varanasi, 

in the league of cruises on the Mekong and the Yangtze in China, the Amazon in South America, the 

Volga in Russia and the Irrawaddy in Myanmar. 

Centre approves renaming of two Mumbai railway stations  

The Union Home department has approved the renaming of two railway stations of Mumbai, 

Maharashtra Transport minister Diwakar Raote said. Raote said that the state government has 

published the changed names in English and Devnagri scripts in the gazette and had sought the 

Centre's approval for renaming of the stations. 

Britain dethrone Australia to reclaim Azlan Shah Cup after 23 years (sports) 7 may 

Great Britain won the Sultan Azlan Shah Cup title after a gap of 23 years with a rousing 4 -3 victory in 

the final against defending champions Australia. 



Hinduja brothers top UK annual rich list 

According to the Sunday Times Rich List 2017, The Hinduja brothers have topped the 2017 list of the 

richest people in the UK with a wealth of 16.2 billion pounds, a massive 2 billion pound hike in their 

fortunes over the previous year. 

Maruti Suzuki independent director Amal Ganguli passes away  

Maruti Suzuki India (MSI) said one of its independent directors Amal Ganguli passed away. He was 

79. Ganguli, was also the chairman of the audit committee and nomination and remuneration 

committee in the country’s largest carmaker, MSI said in a regulatory filing. 

Usha new head of Allahabad Bank  

Usha Ananthasubramanian took over as the MD & CEO of Allahabad Bank from May 06, 20She 

succeeds Rakesh Sethi. Before joining Allahabad Bank, she was the MD & CEO of Punjab National 

Bank, a bank release said. 

Tata Technologies to acquire Escenda Engineering AB 

Engineering services company Tata Technologies said it has entered into a definitive agreement to 

acquire Escenda Engineering AB. 

India elected president of UN-Habitat  

India has been unanimously elected as the president of the UN-Habitat, an organ of the United 

Nations to promote sustainable human settlements across the globe. 

Sohail Mahmood to be Pakistan’s new envoy to India  

Sohail Mahmood, one of Pakistan’s senior-most diplomats, will be the country’s new High 

Commissioner to India. Mahmood is currently Pakistan's ambassador in Turkey. He will replace 

Abdul Basit who has already completed his three-year tenure in New Delhi. 

India seen to become third-biggest solar market in 2017 

India will become the third biggest solar market globally in 2017, says India Solar Handbook 2017 by 

Bridge to India, a consulting and knowledge service provider in the clean technology market.  

Airtel and Ola join hands to roll out integrated digital services 

Airtel announced a strategic partnership with Ola to offer a range of digital services to customers. 

With the partnership, Ola will leverage Airtel's integrated suite of enterprise services to power its 

operations, while on the other hand, Airtel will leverage Ola's vast network of hundreds and 

thousands of driver partners. 

India to grow at 7.7 per cent in 2018-19: IMF 

According to the International Monetary Fund (IMF), India's growth is expected to rebound to 7.2 

per cent in the 2017-18 fiscal and 7.7 per cent in 2018-19.The temporary disruptions (primarily to 

private consumption) caused by cash shortages accompanying the currency exchange initiative are 

expected to gradually dissipate in 2017 as cash shortages ease, the International Monetary Fund said 

in its regional economic outlook.  

 



IIT Bombay professor bags INSA Young Scientist Award  

Professor Vikram Vishal, who serves as an Assistant professor in the department of Earth Sciences in 

the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Bombay has won the prestigious Indian National Science 

Academy (INSA) medal for Young Scientist (2017). Till 2015, 737 young scientists have been 

recognized by INSA. 

Konkona wins top honors at New York Indian Film Festival  

Konkona Sensharma has been named the best director for her directorial debut "A Death in the 

Gunj" and the best actress for "Lipstick under My Burkha" at 2017's New York Indian Film Festival 

(NYIFF). 

MobiKwik partners Bhopal smart city initiative for payments  

Mobile wallet company MobiKwik, announced its association with web portal and mobile application 

Bhopal Plus, which is part of Bhopal smart city initiative. Bhopal Plus facilitates government-citizen 

engagement and collaboration, as a step towards the national smart cities mission. 

Venu Rajamony appointed India's Ambassador to Netherlands 

Seasoned diplomat Venu Rajamony, currently the Press Secretary to President Pranab Mukherjee, 

has been appointed as India’s Ambassador to the Netherlands. The announcement of his 

appointment was made by the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA). 

Uttarakhand Police’s City Patrol Unit wins FICCI’s smart policing award  

Uttarakhand Police's City Patrol Unit (CPU) has won FICCI's smart policing award for 2017 in the road 

safety and traffic management category. The elite motorcycle-borne unit, which was set up in April 

2014, has been chosen from 133 entries received from state police forces and central paramilitary 

forces. 

Himachal, Belarus firm in MoU to build skyway in Dharamshala 

Himachal Pradesh signed an agreement with a Belarusian company for starting a skyway transport 

facility in the tourist destination of Dharamshala. The MoU was signed by Himachal Pradesh 

government with Sky Way Technology Corporation, a transport and infrastructural development 

company of Belarus. 

Jhulan Goswami becomes world's highest wicket-taker in ODI cricket  

Indian women's team fast bowler Jhulan Goswami became the highest wicket-taker in history of 

ODIs, eclipsing the decade-long record in the name of Australian Cathryn Fitzpatrick. 

R Subramaniakumar takes over as MD&CEO, Indian Overseas Bank  

Public sector Indian Overseas Bank said Executive Director R Subramaniakumar has been elevated to 

the post of Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer with immediate effect. Consequent to the 

notification issued by Ministry of Finance, Subramaniakumar has taken charge as Managing Director 

and CEO of Indian Overseas Bank, the Chennai-headquartered bank said in a release. 

 

 

 



India, Indonesia navies begin 17-day exercise  

In order to enhance bilateral maritime cooperation, the navies of India and Indonesia began a 17-

day coordinated patrol and joint exercise. 

The joint exercise is being conducted at Port Blair under the aegis of the Andaman and Nicobar 

Command. 

Now pay after delivery of train tickets at doorstep  

IRCTC has offered delivery of rail tickets allowing passengers to make payment through any payment 

mode, including cash. Broad-basing the customer service, the Indian Railway Catering and Tourism 

Corporation has now introduced pay-on- delivery service allowing passengers to book train tickets 

online and pay at the time of delivery. 

Senior NCP leader A T Pawar no more 

Senior NCP leader and former Maharashtra minister Arjun Tulshiram Pawar passed away. He was 

80.The leader, who had for many years represented Kalwan, a constituency reserved for Scheduled 

Tribes in Nashik district, lost the 2014 state Assembly election. He was the minister of state for tribal 

welfare in the Congress-NCP government led by Vilasrao Deshmukh in 1999. 

PM launches integrated case management system of Supreme Court  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the integrated case management system of the Supreme 

Court in the presence of the Chief Justice of India. The system will help litigant’s access data and 

retrieve information online and will be a step towards a paperless Supreme Court. 

Twitter elevates Taranjeet Singh as Country Director for India  

Microblogging platform Twitter said that it has elevated Taranjeet Singh as its Country Director for 

India. Singh was earlier leading the charge for sales and marketing support for Twitter’s advertisers 

in India. In his new role, Singh will lead the team by driving an integrated business strategy and 

spearheading cross-functional collaboration, Twitter India has said in a statement. 

Manohar set to complete his full term as ICC Chairman  

The uncertainty looming large over Shashank Manohar’s tenure as ICC chairman ended after the 

former BCCI president made it clear that he will complete his term which runs till June 201 

Tata Motors appoints O P Bhatt as independent director  

Tata Motors said ex-SBI Chairman O P Bhatt has been appointed as an additional and independent 

director on its board. The board of directors approved the appointment of O P Bhatt as an additional 

and independent director with effect from May 9, 2017 for a tenure of five years, Tata Motors said 

in a BSE filing. 

Pininfarina inks pact with Iran Khodro for vehicle development  

Mahindra group-owned automotive design firm Pininfarina announced a 70 million euros pact with 

Iran’s first automaker Iran Khodro (IKCO) for vehicle development. 

 

 



Bahamas elects a new prime minister, Hubert Minnis 

Hubert Minnis emerged as the Bahamas' next prime minister in general elections that saw 

incumbent Perry Christie concede defeat. Christie, leader of Progressive Liberal Party, conceded 

defeat in a statement in which he said he had made a congratulatory telephone call to Minnis 

wishing the leader of the Free National Movement success. 

Videocon D2H, Dish TV merger gets CCI nod 

The proposed merger of two Indian direct-to-home (DTH) players - Dish TV and Videocon D2H- has 

received the approval of Competition commission of India (CCI).  

I-T dept. launches new facility to link Aadhaar with PAN  

The Income Tax department has launched a new e-facility to link a person's Aadhaar with the 

Permanent Account Number (PAN), a mandatory procedure for filing IT returns now.  

Anil Kumar Gupta takes over as GM of Western Railway  

Senior railway official Anil Kumar Gupta has been appointed as the general manager of Western 

Railway (WR).Gupta, a 1980 batch officer of the Indian Railway Service of Electrical Engineers 

(IRSEE), took charge of the office on May 9, a statement issued here by WR said. 

British foreign aid boss to be named UN humanitarian chief  

UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres has decided to appoint Mark Lowcock, the head of Britain's 

international development department, to be the world body's new humanitarian aid chief, 

diplomats and UN officials said.  

Former Finnish President Mauno Koivisto dies at 93   

Mauno Koivisto, Finland's last president during the Cold War who led the Nordic nation out of the 

shadow of its huge eastern neighbour, the Soviet Union, into the European Union, has died. He was 

93. 

India to host meet of Pacific Island countries in Fiji 

India will host a meet of 14 Pacific Island countries in Fiji from May 25 with a focus on issues such as 

blue economy, climate change and international solar alliance, the external affairs ministry said. 

Sakshi bags silver at Asian Championships  

Star Wrestler Sakshi Malik bagged a silver medal for India in the ongoing Asian Wrestling 

Championship after losing to Japan's Risako Kawai in women's 60kg category. 

NITI Aayog launches Energy Web Portal  

NITI Aayog Vice-Chairman Arvind Panagariya launched an 'Energy Web Portal' which will have all 

data related to the energy sector. The web portal will host all the data related to energy sector 

including oil & gas, coal, solar & thermal energy etc. from 2005-06. 

Indian artist creates world's longest sand Buddha in Lanka  

Sudarsan Pattnaik, the internationally acclaimed Indian artist, has created a 40-foot long sand 

sculpture of reclining Buddha, the worlds longest, in Sri Lanka. 



Amitabh Bachchan appointed WHOs goodwill ambassador  

The World Health Organization appointed Amitabh Bachchan as its goodwill ambassador for 

hepatitis in South-East Asia region to boost awareness and intensify action to arrest the epidemic. 

'Adiyogi bust' declared World's largest by Guinness Book  

The 112 feet tall bust of 'Adiyogi' Lord Shiva at the Isha Yoga Foundation has been declared the 

world's largest bust by the Guinness Book of World Records.  

Disha Microfin gets final nod from RBI for small finance bank  

Disha Microfin, part of the financial inclusion platform Fincare, said it has received the final license 

from Reserve Bank to operate as a small finance bank. The bank will be called Fincare Small Finance 

Bank, and will start operations from July this year, the company said in a statement. 

V K Saraswat named as new JNU chancellor  

The HRD Ministry has named scientist and former DRDO chief Vijay Kumar Saraswat as the next 

chancellor of JNU. A full-time member of NITI Aayog, Saraswat will be replacing former ISRO chief 

Krishnaswamy Kasturirangan whose five-year term ended on March 30. 

Forbes Middle East declares top 100 Indian business leaders  

Retail Mogul Yusuff Ali and Pepsico executive Sanjeev Chadha are among the top 100 Indian 

business leaders in the Arab World 2017, according to a Forbes ranking for the Middle East. 

Nepal joins China's OBOR initiative  

Nepal inked a major deal with China to join Chinese President Xi Jinping's ambitious 'One Belt One 

Road' initiative to link Asia with Europe, a move that could raise concerns in India.  

Justice Mudgal elected head of FIFA Governance Committee  

Justice (Retd.) Mukul Mudgal was elected as head of FIFA's governance committee at the world 

football governing body's 67th Congress in Bahrain's capital city of Manama. 

Spyder surface-to-air missile test fired  

India test fired Spyder surface-to-air missile from a test range in Odisha as part of a series of tests of 

the short-range quick reaction missile. 

Chanda Kochhar receives Woodrow Wilson Award  

ICICI Bank chief Chanda Kochhar has become the first Indian woman to be conferred with the 

prestigious Woodrow Wilson Award for Global Corporate Citizenship. Kochhar, 55, received the 

annual award which was instituted in 1998 by the prestigious Wilson Center to felicitate individuals 

whose actions and accomplishments, either in their careers or through service.  

Gadkari launches NHAI's first Masala Bond in UK  

National Highways Authority of India's first Masala Bond was launched at the London Stock 

Exchange with Union Minister Nitin Gadkari ringing the opening bell. The rupee-denominated 

offshore bond offered by National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) on the exchange is targeted at 

raising capital for India's infrastructure projects. 

 



VVS Laxman awarded honorary life membership of Marylebone Cricket Club (sports) 11 may 

Former India batsman V V S Laxman was awarded an honorary life membership to the Marylebone 

Cricket Club (MCC). 

 

 

 

 

 

 


