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Xi made head of new commission for military, civilian development 

Chinese President Xi Jinping became the head of a new commission for 

integrated military and civilian development, as he assumed more powers and 

firmed up his hold over the ruling Communist Party, the PLA and the 

government 

China commission’s 31st stealth warship 

Rapidly expanding its naval fleet, China has commissioned its 31st stealth 

warship as it got its battle group under its first aircraft carrier ready amid 

tensions with the U.S. and other nations over its assertiveness in the disputed 

South China Sea. 

Urdu poet, lyricist Naqsh Lyallpuri dies at 88 

Renowned Urdu poet and lyricist Naqsh Lyallpuri died. He was 88. 

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan inaugurates 4 lakh sqft IT 

building 

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan inaugurated the 4 lakh square feet 

state-of-the-art IT building, ‘Jyothirmaya’ at the Infopark in Kochi.  

Anurag Thakur elected Himachal Pradesh Olympic Association 

president  

Former BCCI president Anurag Thakur was unanimously elected head of the 

Himachal Pradesh Olympic Association (HPOA) for a four-year term. 

Ola appoints Vishal Kaul as COO     

Cab aggregator Ola announced the appointment of Vishal Kaul as its Chief 

Operating Officer.  

Delhi airport wins Corporate Social Responsibility award in aviation 

sector 

The Delhi International Airport Limited (DIAL) announced that it won the 

prestigious Golden Peacock Award for Corporate Social Responsibility in 

the aviation transport sector for the year 2016. 
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Saina Nehwal wins 2017 Malaysia Masters Grand Prix Gold  

Saina Nehwal won the 2017 Malaysia Masters Grand Prix Gold Women’s 

Singles title. 

S Jaishankar to Be Foreign Secretary for One More Year 

Foreign Secretary S Jaishankar, whose tenure was to end on January 28, today 

got a one-year extension. The nod for the extension of his tenure till January 

28, 2018 was given by the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet, official 

sources said. 

David Boon, Matthew Hayden inducted into Australian Cricket Hall of 

Fame  

Two of Australia’s greatest top-order batsmen, David Boon and Matthew 

Hayden, and the brilliant women’s all-rounder Betty Wilson will be inducted 

into the Australian Cricket Hall of Fame (ACHoF) at the 2017 Allan Border 

Medal ceremony in Sydney. 

Sehwag to head cricket operations of Kings XI Punjab 

Former India opener Virender Sehwag confirmed his appointment as the 

head of cricket operations and strategy for Kings XI Punjab (KXIP), the 

Indian Premier League (IPL) franchise, for IPL 2017. 

Suryoday, Utkarsh small finance banks commence operations  

Two small finance banks -- Suryoday and Utkarsh -- commenced operations, 

the Reserve Bank said.  

Vetri Subramaniam joins UTI AMC as Group President 

Mutual fund industry veteran Vetri Subramaniam joined UTI Asset 

Management Company (UTI AMC) as Group President and Head of Equity. 

David Warner wins second Allan Border medal in a row 

Prolific opening batsman David Warner has won Australian cricket's top 

individual prize for the second year in a row. 
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UN appoints Director of UNIC in New Delhi 

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has appointed a senior Dutch 

official as head of the world body's information centre in New Delhi, 

covering India and Bhutan. 

Mike Pompeo sworn in as Director of Central Intelligence Agency  

Mike Pompeo was sworn in as the Director of the Central Intelligence 

Agency (CIA). He was administered the oath to office by Vice President 

Mike Pence. 

AIFF launches professional league for women footballers 

Eying to make the sport professional for female footballers, the All India 

Football Federation (AIFF) today launched the first-ever Indian Women's 

League (IWL) to be held at the Ambedkar Stadium here from January 28 till 

February 14.  

Austria's Left-Leaning Winner New Presidential Is Sworn In 

Austria's new president called for a tolerant and diverse nation free of 

ideological and racial hatred in an inauguration speech that embraced the 

ideal of a united Europe. 

Dr. Mahesh sharma Inaugurates ‘Bharat Parv’ at Red Fort, Delhi  

Bharat Parv, a national festival showcasing the country’s diverse culture, 

cuisines, handicrafts and catch glimpses of a progressive India was 

inaugurated by Dr. Mahesh Sharma, Minister of State (Independent charge) 

for Tourism and Culture at Red Fort, Delhi. 

Union Cabinet approves Varishtha Pension Bima Yojana 2017  

The Union Cabinet, presided by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi, gave its 

post-facto approval for launching of Varishtha Pension Bima Yojana 2017 

(VPBY 2017). 
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3 Indian-origin conferred with Australia’s highest civilian award 

Three Indian-origin persons-Purushottam Sawrikar, Makhan Singh Khangure 

and Vijay Kumar have been awarded Australia's highest civilian honour 

'Order of Australia medal' for the year 2017. They have been honoured for 

their contributions in the field of medicine and work towards the community. 

Cisco to acquire software firm founded by IITian for $3.7billion 

A San Francisco-based software company founded by an IIT alumnus will be 

acquired by American technology giant Cisco for USD 3.7 billion. Jyoti 

Bansal founded application intelligence software company App Dynamics in 

2008 with a vision to “help modern enterprises embark on their journey of 

digital transformation with a disruptive approach to managing their software 

applications.” 

Assam's first lit fest BLF will start in Guwahati 

Assam joins the growing list of states hosting literary jamborees with the 

three-day Brahmaputra Literary Festival (BLF), which will see the 

participation of more than 150 authors from India and abroad, beginning here 

tomorrow.  

Alibaba's financial arm acquires MoneyGram for $880 million 

Ant Financial, e-commerce giant Alibaba's financial arm, has reached an 

agreement to acquire American money-transfer major MoneyGram for $880 

million, in a deal that will expand the firm's business in the US after India 

and Thailand. 

Australia-listed Liquefied Natural Gas Ltd signs 20 year pact to supply 

US LNG to India  

Australia-listed Liquefied Natural Gas Ltd (LNG Ltd) has signed a pact to 

potentially supply gas from its planned Magnolia LNG project in the US to 

India for 20 years.  
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ORF top think tank in India: global report  

Delhi-based Observer Research Foundation has emerged as the top think 

tank in the country, according to a global report. 

Safarova, Mattek-Sands dance to doubles title 

Second seeds Bethanie Mattek-Sands and Lucie Safarova took out the 

Australian Open women's doubles title to be crowned Grand Slam 

champions for a fourth time.  

Assam governor given additional charge of Meghalaya 

Assam Governor Banwarilal Purohit has been given the additional charge of 

Meghalaya following the resignation of V Shanmuganathan. 

Telangana inks pact with AEROCAMPUS for aero skills academy 

Telangana government signed a memorandum of agreement with Frances 

AEROCAMPUS Aquitaine on setting up an aero skills academy. 

Competition Commission clears Reliance-Dassault JV 

Competition Commission today approved the proposed joint venture 

between Anil Ambani-led group firm Reliance Aerostructure and Rafale-

maker Dassault Aviation, one of the major deals in India’s private defence 

industry. 

Inter-service military exercise Tropex kicks off 

Aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya backed by nuclear submarine INS Chakra 

besides fighting assets of the Indian Navy and Coast Guard have come 

together in the country’s biggest inter-service Tropex exercise along the 

western seaboard. 

Dr G N Rao inducted to Ophthalmology Hall of Fame 

Dr Gullapalli N Rao, Founder and Chair, L V Prasad Eye Institute, has been 

selected as one of two inductees for the prestigious 2017 Ophthalmology 

Hall of Fame instituted by the American Society of Cataract and Refractive 

Surgery (ASCRS). 
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Mphasis ropes in former Syntel chief Nitin Rakesh as CEO 

IT firm Mphasis said it has appointed former Syntel chief Nitin Rakesh as its 

Chief Executive Officer with effect from January 29, 2017. 

ISRO’s indigenous cryogenic engine for upper stage of GSLV Mk III 

rocket tested successfully 

ISRO has successfully tested its indigenously developed cryogenic engine in 

a major step forward for its landmark ‘GSLV Mk III’. 

HPCL, GAIL ink pact with Andhra Pradesh govt for Rs 40k-crore 

project 

Hindustan Petroleum Corp (HPCL) and GAIL India has signed an agreement 

with the Andhra Pradesh government for setting up Rs 40,000-crore 

petrochemical plant in the state. 

'Perry Mason' actress Barbara Hale dies at 94 

Barbara Hale, a movie actress who found her most famous role on television 

as steadfast secretary Della Street in the long-running "Perry Mason" series, 

has died. She was 94.  

Bindra to head new TOP Committee to identify talent 

Beijing Olympics gold-medallist shooter Abhinav Bindra was appointed 

chairman of the re-constituted Target Olympic Podium (TOP) Committee, 

which also has yesteryear sprint star PT Usha and badminton great Prakash 

Padukone among others. 

Serena Williams Beats Venus Williams to Win Her 7th Australian Open 

Title 

Serena Williams won her seventh Australian Open singles title and reclaimed 

the No. 1 world ranking with a 6-4, 6-4 victory over her older sister Venus 

Williams. 

 


