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India's vaccine regulatory body NRAI gets highest WHO ratings 

The National Regulatory Authority of India (NRAI) has been given the maximum ratings by global health 

body World Health Organisation for vaccine regulations. WHO completed the assessment of the status 

of the Indian vaccine regulatory system against WHO NRA Global Benchmarking Tool (GBT) and 

measured the maturity of the system in India. 

Nagaland: Chief Minister TR Zeliang resigned 

Nagaland Chief Minister TR Zeliang resigned as Chief Minister of the state.  

Hema Malini: Beyond the Dream Girl authored by Ram Kamal Mukherjee 

The HarperCollins Publishers India announced that the biography of Hema Malini, titled Hema Malini: 

Beyond the Dream Girl, will hit bookstores on her 69th birthday. The authorized biography is penned 

by Ram Kamal Mukherjee, a senior journalist and author. 

Tata Motors, Microsoft India signed strategic agreement to leverage IoT & AI  

Tata Motors and Microsoft India announced the signing of a strategic agreement to redefine connected 

and personalized driving experiences for Indian customers. The agreement was signed in the presence 

of Guenter Butschek, CEO& MD of Tata Motors and Anant Maheshwari, President, Microsoft India. 

Former Mohun Bagan goalie Shibaji Banerjee passes away 

Former Mohun Bagan goalkeeper Shibaji Banerjee passed away. He was 68. 

Shahid Afridi calls time on international cricket after 21-year career 

Pakistani cricketer Shahid Afridi announced his retirement from international cricket, bringing to an 

end his sometimes controversial 21-year career. Afridi was currently active in the International 

Twenty20 format after having quit Test cricket in 2010 and One-Day Internationals in 2015. 

Sakura Mori wins India Open crown 

Sakura Mori of Japan defeated Swedish rival Ekholm Matilda to win the women's singles title at the 

ITTF World Tour India Open. 

India emerges 12th largest holder of US govt securities in 16 

India became the 12th largest holder of US government securities at the end of 2016, with exposure 

worth USD 118.2 billion. With holdings worth USD 1.09 trillion, Japan remained the largest holder of 

these securities followed by neighbouring China with exposure to the tune of USD 1.06 trillion.  
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Raj Kumar Rao-starrer Newton wins Art Cinema honour at Berlinale 

Raj Kumar Rao and Anjali Patil-starrer political satire 'Newton' has won the International Federation of 

Art Cinemas (CICAE) award at the 67th Berlin International Film Festival. Newton is directed by Amit 

Masurkar. 

Former Chief Justice of India Altamas Kabir passes away in Kolkata 

Former Chief Justice of India Altamas Kabir passed away. He was 68. 

Moonlight, Arrival win top honours at Writers Guild Awards 

Berry Jenkins script for coming-of-age drama "Moonlight" bagged best original screenplay prize at 

Writers Guild of America award (WGA), while sci-fi film "Arrival" won best adapted screenplay trophy. 

Afghanistan players Mohammad Nabi, Rashid Khan create history 

Afghanistan's Mohammad Nabi will become the first Afghan cricketer to feature in the Indian Premier 

League after he was sold to Sunrisers Hyderabad for his base price of Rs 30 lakh. 

Trump picks Lt Gen McMaster as new national security advisor 

US President Donald Trump has appointed Lt Gen Herbert Raymond McMaster as his new national 

security advisor following the ouster of Michael Flynn. 

India and Rwanda sign MoUs in innovation, aviation, visa requirements 

India and Rwanda signed three MoUs in innovation, aviation sectors and visa requirements during Vice 

President Hamid Ansari's visit to the East African country. 

Russia's UN Ambassador died 

Russia's Ambassador to the UN Vitaly Churkin died. He was 64. The Russian mission said Churkin 

dedicated most of his life to diplomatic service standing for his country's interests. 

Telangana Govt signs MoU with NABARD for Rs 874-crore loan 

The Telangana Government signed a MoU with NABARD for a loan of Rs 874 crore to the Horticulture 

Development Corporation to cover 3.15 lakh acres under Micro Irrigation scheme for 2016-17 and 

2017-18. 

MoU signed between NSFDC, M/O SJ&E & Development 

The Ministries of Textiles and Social Justice and Empowerment entered a pact which aims at improving 

the earnings of scheduled caste artisans across the country and enhance their participation at domestic 

and international level. 



                                                                                                                                                    

www.mahendraguru.com 
 

www.mahendraguru.com                                                                                                                                          

Ramakrishnan appointed TCS CFO 

Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) said it appointed V Ramakrishnan as the chief financial officer (CFO).  

He takes over from Rajesh Gopinathan. 

Jio, Uber forge a strategic partnership 

Reliance Jio announced a strategic partnership with cab aggregator Uber, which will start with allowing 

users to pay for their rides through a prepaid wallet launched by Reliance Industries. 

Nobel Peace Prize panel committee chairwoman dies 

The chairwoman of the Norwegian Nobel Committee, the group that awards the prize, died. She was 

65. Kaci Kullmann Five, chairwoman of the five-member panel since 2015 – and committee member 

since 2003. 

India is world’s largest arms importer: SIPRI 

India was the world’s largest importer of major arms in the last five years and its overseas procurement 

was far greater than that of China and Pakistan, a Stockholm-based think-tank said. As per latest report 

of the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), India accounted for 13% of the total 

global arms import between the years 2012–16 which is highest among all the countries. 

Economist V K Srinivasan passes away 

Noted economist and retired Special Chief Secretary of the undivided State of Andhra Pradesh, V K 

Srinivasan, passed away. He was 76. 

Hug appointed as Consul General of Switzerland in Bengaluru 

Sebastien Hug has been appointed as the Consul General of Switzerland in Bengaluru. He would also 

be the head of swissnex India -- an initiative of Swiss government to facilitate exchanges between the 

two countries in the areas of science, education, art and innovation. 

Off shore patrol vessel 'Shaunak' commissioned 

Indian Coast Guard commissioned 'Shaunak', the fourth ship in the series of six off shore patrol vessels 

(OPV) in South Goa's Vasco.  

Dish TV partners with ICICI Bank for digital payments 

Direct-to-home operator Dish TV Thursday said it has tied-up with private lender ICICI Bank for digital 

payments. 
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Maruti Suzuki India sets up 4th water ATM in Manesar 

Maruti Suzuki India (MSI) said it has inaugurated its fourth drinking water project at Bas Hariya village, 

Manesar. The water ATM set up by the car maker has a capacity to generate 1,000 liters of purified 

water per hour. Earlier, the company had set up three water ATMs in Kasan, Dhana and Bus Khusla 

villages of Manesar. 

India defeats South Africa to win ICC Women's World Cup Qualifier 2017 

India on 21 February 2017 defeated South Africa by one run to win the ICC Women’s World Cup 

Qualifier 2017 at the P. Sara Stadium, Sri Lanka. South Africa’s Sune Luus is named as the Player of the 

Series, while India’s Deepti Sharma is the Player of the Match. 

Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev names wife as vice-president  

Azerbaijan’s president Ilham Aliyev has named his wife as his deputy, tightening the family’s grip on 

power in the small former Soviet oil-producing state. Mehriban Aliyeva will become Azerbaijan’s first 

vice-president. 

Centre clears Rs 5,700-cr hydro project to be set up in Nepal 

The government approved a 900 MW hydro power project to be set up in Sankhuwasabha district of 

Nepal at a cost of Rs 5,723.72 crore. The decision to approve the Arun-III project was taken at a meeting 

of the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. SJVN Ltd is 

joint venture between Central and Himachal Pradesh governments with shareholding of 64.46 per cent 

and 25.51 per cent, respectively. 

Shurhozelie Liezitsu sworn in as Nagaland Chief Minister 

Nagaland People’s Front (NPF) president Shurhozelie Liezitsu has been sworn in as the new Nagaland 

Chief Minister. Shurhozelie Liezeitsu was invited by Governor P B Acharya to form the next government 

after the ruling Democratic Alliance of Nagaland (DAN) unanimously elected him leader of its legislature 

party. 

Solar power capacity to be doubled to 40,000 Mw 

The government approved doubling of capacity to 40,000 MW in solar parks and Ultra Mega Solar 

Power Projects (UMSPP).The enhanced capacity would ensure setting up of at least 50 solar parks each 

with a capacity of 500 MW and above in various parts of the country. 

Sahitya Akademi awards presented to 24 authors 

Twenty-four eminent authors writing in as many Indian languages were conferred the Sahitya Akademi 

awards at the annual Festival of Letters. The recipients were awarded a cash prize of Rs 1 lakh each for 

their "outstanding books of literary merit". 
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Scotland Yard appoints first female chief 

Senior British officer Cressida Dick has been appointed as the commissioner of London’s Metropolitan 

Police, becoming the first woman to lead Scotland Yard in its 187-year history. 

SBI Research pegs Q3 GDP growth at low 5.8%; FY17 at 6.6% 

The economy would have grown under-6 per cent in the third quarter, battered by the note ban, 

according to SBI Research. The Government will release the December quarter GDP print on February 

28. 

India’s GDP projected to slow to 6.6 per cent post-demonetization: IMF 

According to the International Monetary Fund (IMF), India's growth rate is projected to slow to 6.6 per 

cent in 2016-17 fiscal. In its annual report, however, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) said 

demonetization would have only short term impact on the economy and it would bounce back to its 

expected growth of more than eight per cent in the next few years.  

Sun Pharma opens first production unit in Egypt 

Sun Pharma's first production unit in Egypt involving a total investment of USD 12.5 million was 

inaugurated, signaling growing business ties between India and the key Middle East nation. India's 

Ambassador to Egypt Sanjay Bhattacharyya inaugurated Ranbaxy Egypt factory in 6th October City, the 

first production of Sun Pharma facility in Egypt.  

Bharti Airtel to buy Telenor's India operations in Rs 7,000-cr deal 

Bharti Airtel announced buying out Norwegian telecom giant Telenor’s India operations for Rs 7,000 

crore. The announcement comes less than a month after rival Vodafone announced discussions with 

Idea Cellular for a possible merger. 

Government nod to air services pact with Greece, security MoU with India and Australia. 

The government granted its approval to the signing of Air Services Agreement (ASA) between India and 

Greece which allows the airlines of the two countries to fly in each other's territory. It also gave its 

approval for signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Australia for 

promotion and development of cooperation in civil aviation security. 

Nobel-winning economist Kenneth J. Arrow dies at 95 

Kenneth J Arrow, the youngest-ever winner of a Nobel prize for economics, whose theories on risk, 

innovation and the basic mathematics of markets have influenced thinking on everything from voting 

to health insurance to high finance, has died. He was 95.  
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Queensland University of Technology, IIT Madras to undertake joint applied research  

A top Australian university has signed an agreement with IIT Madras to undertake joint applied 

research in information security, combustion and health technologies. Queensland University of 

Technology (QUT) and Indian Institute of Technology Madras have executed an agreement to 

undertake joint applied research that is highly relevant to the industry.  

9th BRICS Summit to be held in Sept in China's Xiamen city 

The ninth BRICS Summit will be held in Chinas Xiamen city from September 3-5. The theme of this year’s 

event is “BRICS: Stronger Partnership for a Brighter Future," declared in the First Sherpa Meeting of the 

summit in Nanjing. BRICS group include following countries: Brazil, Russia, India, China and South 

Africa. 

M P Veerendra Kumar to get 30th Moortidevi Award on March 4 

Eminent Malayalam author M P Veerendra Kumar will be given the 30th Moortidevi award by Bharatiya 

Jnanpith organization on March 4. The award will be presented by Jnanpith laureate M T Vasudevan 

Nair at an event in Tagore Centenary Hall in Calicut, Kerala for the politician-authors book titled 

Hymavathabhoovil. Hymavathabhoovil, which is a travelogue written in Malayalam, dwells upon 

"ancient trails of Indian culture, myth, literature and people strewn in the plains, valleys and mountains 

of India". 

MPSTDC's advertisement campaign wins EFFIE Award 

Madhya Pradesh State Tourism Development Corporation's (MPSTDC) advertisement campaign 'MP 

Mein Dil Hua Bachche Sa' aimed at promoting tourism has bagged EFFIE award for marketing 

communications ideas. 

 

 


