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Eco/Banking/RBI
ECONOMY

Feb. 01 : Government has marginally revised upwards 
GDP growth for 2015-16 to 7.9 per cent 
from the earlier estimate of 7.6 per cent 
after factoring in latest data on agriculture 
and industrial production. According to the 
Central Statistics Office (CSO) data the 
real GDP or GDP at constant (2011-12) 
prices for 2015-16 and 2014-15 stands at Rs 
113.58 lakh crore and Rs 105.23 lakh crore, 
respectively, showing growth of 7.9 per 
cent during 2015-16 and 7.2 per cent during 
2014-15.

Feb. 03 : Shares of BSE made a stellar debut at the 
National Stock Exchange (NSE), surging 
nearly 35 percent against the issue price of 
Rs 806.The stock listed on NSE at Rs 1,085, 
reflecting a huge jump of 34.61 percent over 
the issue price. Later, it touched a high of Rs 
1,200, up 48.88 percent.

Feb. 04 : Tata Motors Ltd will introduce a new 
brand called TAMO, which will incubate 
new technologies and make cars to meet 
expectations of consumers, as the Indian 
carmaker aims to future-proof its business.

Feb. 10 : Tata Steel said it has signed a definitive 
agreement to sell Specialty Steel business 
in the UK to Liberty House Group for 100 
million pounds (about Rs 840 crore). 

 : The UK-based Liberty House Group, led by 
Indian-origin executive chairman Sanjeev 
Gupta, said the deal secures the future of 
around 1,700 jobs directly, and thousands 
more in the supply chain and regional 
economy.

Feb. 10 :  Internet major Google has won its first city 
Wi-Fi deal in collaboration with companies 
like IBM, Larsen & Toubro (L&T) and 
RailTel from Pune Smart City Development 
Corporation Limited (PSCSCL), a special 
purpose (SPV) vehicle formed for the smart 
city mission in the city.

Feb. 10 : Travelport, a leading Travel Commerce 
Platform providing distribution, technology, 
payment and other solutions for the global 
travel industry, has today named Tata 
Consultancy Services (TCS) as its primary 
technology partner. 

Feb. 11 : One of the oldest automakers in the United 
States is making a billion-dollar bet that one 
day, owning a car may not be a necessity of 
American life.

Feb. 13 : Government plans to come out with 
'Indradhanush 2.0', a comprehensive plan 
for recapitalisation of public sector lenders, 
with a view to make sure they remain solvent 
and fully comply with the global capital 
adequacy norms, Basel-III. 

Feb. 13  :  Months after India and US signed a key 
logistics pact, Reliance Defence and 
Engineering announced an agreement with 
the American Navy for repair and alteration 
services for warships of the largest forward- 
deployed Seventh Fleet operating in the 
region.

Feb. 20 : Tata Motors and Microsoft India on 16 
February 2017 announced the signing of a 
strategic agreement to redefine connected 
and personalized driving experiences for 
Indian customers. The agreement was signed 
in the presence of Guenter Butschek, CEO & 
MD of Tata Motors and Anant Maheshwari, 
President, Microsoft India.

Feb. 21 : Reliance Jio announced a strategic 
partnership with cab aggregator Uber, which 
will start with allowing users to pay for their 
rides through a prepaid wallet launched by 
Reliance Industries.

Feb. 22 : Direct-to-home operator Dish TV Thursday 
said it has tied-up with private lender ICICI 
Bank for digital payments.

Feb. 17 : Telecom operator Bharti Airtel today said 
that it has completed acquisition of Augere 
Wireless -- a company which holds one slot 
of 2,300 Mhz band spectrum in Madhya 
Pradesh circle.

Feb. 23  :  According to the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), India’s growth rate is projected 
to slow to 6.6 per cent in 2016-17 fiscal.

Feb. 23 :  Sun Pharma’s first production unit in Egypt 
involving a total investment of USD 12.5 
million was inaugurated, signaling growing 
business ties between India and the key 
Middle East nation.

Feb. 23 : Bharti Airtel announced buying out 
Norwegian telecom giant Telenor’s 
India operations for Rs 7,000crore. The 
announcement comes less than a month after 
rival Vodafone announced discussions with 
Idea Cellular for a possible merger.
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BANKING 

Feb. 07 : Private lender IDFC Bank picked up a 5 per 
cent stake in financial services major IIFL 
Holdings for over Rs 502 crore through an 
open market transaction. 

Feb. 08 : Private sector lenders HDFC Bank and 
Kotak Mahindra Bank said are live with the 
Bharat Bill Payment System (BBPS) that is 
aimed at easing utility and other repetitive 
bill payments for consumers.

  The BBPS is a centralized system created 
by the National Payments Corporation, 
involving banks and non-banks and allows 
agents to access bill payments services in an 
interoperable manner.

Feb. 14 : Government has allocated Rs 500 crore to 
India Post Payments Bank for financial year 
2017-18 as it gears up to set up 650 branches 
across country by September 2017.

Feb. 23 :  The economy would have grown under-6 per 
cent in the third quarter, battered by the note 
ban, according to SBI Research.

RBI 
Feb. 04 : The Reserve Bank will soon put into 

circulation new Rs 100 banknotes which 
will be similar to the design of the ones in 
Mahatma Gandhi Series-2005. The year of 
printing '2017' will be on the reverse of the 
banknote.

Feb. 08 :  The Reserve Bank of India sprung a surprise 
and did not deliver the expected 25 basis 
points cut in repo rate, its key policy rate, 
at the conclusion of its sixth bimonthly meet 
this afternoon. The repo rate will remain at 
6.25 per cent.

Feb. 17 :  The Reserve Bank will start reimbursing 
MDR charges to banks for payments made 
since January 1 through debit cards by 
citizens, in line with the government's move 
to further digital solutions.
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National & State News of 
the Month

Feb. 01 : Tamil Nadu Chief Minister O Panneerselvam 
said the Bill to replace an ordinance for the 
conduct of Jallikattu has received President 
Pranab Mukherjee's assent and thanked 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for his 
support in enabling the bull taming sport to 
be held in the state.

Feb. 02 : The Department of Administrative Reforms 
and Public Grievances (DARPG), Ministry 
of Personnel, Public Grievances and 
Pensions has started its Twitter Seva. The 
Twitter Handle is ‘DARPGSEVA’. The 
Twitter Seva aims to address issues relating 
to the DARPG like Public Grievances and 
Administrative Reforms etc. The Twitter 
Seva will enable the DARPG to reach out to 
the common public and various stakeholders 
for facilitating redress of grievances and 
other issues of importance relating to the 
department.

Feb. 03 : Union Minister Venkaiah Naidu unveiled 
the logo and the tag line of National Capital 
Region Transport Corporation (NCRTC), a 
body responsible for development of rail-
based suburban regional rapid transport 
system (RRTS) to reduce travel time between 
NCR towns. 

Feb. 03 : An institute dedicated to building 
collaboration in the areas of cancer 
prevention, research and care called 
the Centre of Integrative Oncology was 
inaugurated in New Delhi.

  The unveiling was carried out by Dr Saumya 
Swaminathan, Secretary, Director General, 
Indian Council for Medical Research and Ajit 
M Sharan, Secretary, Ministry of AYUSH.

Feb. 03 : The Haryana government approved a policy 
on purchase of land voluntarily offered to 
government by farmers for development 
projects. A decision to this effect was taken 
in a meeting of the State Cabinet, which met 
under the chairmanship of Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar Chandigarh.

Feb. 03 :  NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant launched 
"India Innovation Index", the nation's first 
online innovation index portal which will 
rank states based on their innovations. 

Feb. 07 : Aiming to empower women, Andhra Pradesh 
Legislative Assembly is set to host the 
country's first National Women’s Parliament 

in Amravati where it will connect over 
10,000 higher secondary girls with eminent 
women personalities.

Feb. 07 : Power Ministry has so far achieved the 
milestone of electrifying over 12,000 
villages out of 18,452 unelectrified villages.

Feb. 07 : Trader’s body CAIT along with Mastercard 
launched a campaign to create awareness 
among traders to push adoption of digital 
payments to grow business.

  As part of the Digital Apnao Vyapar 
Badhao campaign, 500 camps across 30 
cities will be held over 90 days to enable 5 
lakh merchants and traders to get on-board 
digital platform.

Feb. 08 : Surakhpur village in south-west Delhi was 
declared the first fully digital payment 
enabled village of the national capital. 

  According to the district administration, all 
113 households in the village have at least 
one Aadhaar seeded bank account linked 
with mobile phones. It makes this village 
100 per cent digital payment enabled 
village.

Feb. 08 : India will host the first-ever meeting of 
national security chiefs of BIMSTEC 
member countries to discuss action against 
terrorism, extremism and radicalisation.

Feb. 09 : The Indian Navy's maritime patrol aircraft 
Ilyushin 38 Sea Dragon (IL 38 SD) carried 
out a successful anti-ship missile firing on a 
target ship in the Arabian Sea.

Feb. 10 : Union Minister of Chemicals & Fertilizers 
and Parliamentary Affairs, Ananth 
kumar inaugurated and presided over the 
orientation programme for the district 
conveners of National Yuva Cooperative 
Society (NYCS), for launching of Pradhan 
Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Kendras 
(PMBJKs) in the country. The workshop 
was targeted to educate and channelize 
youth to synergize their efforts for taking 
ahead the mission to open 3000 PMBJKs 
by March 2017.

  As a follow up activity to the MoU signed 
earlier between Bureau of Pharma PSUs of 
India (BPPI) and NYCS for establishing 
1000 PMBJKs in the country, the workshop 
served the purpose of laying the details of 
the Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi 
Pariyojana (PMBJP) threadbare and 
presented a future model of a PMBJK 
before the district conveners of NYCS. 
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Representatives from 24 States and 106 
districts from across the country attended 
the programme to further help spread the 
scheme in their respective zones and bring 
momentum in opening of PMBJKs.

  On the occasion, Ananth Kumar emphasized 
on the need to open more and more 
PMBJKs, which should be based on 3As – 
Authenticity, Availability and Affordability. 
He also appreciated the efforts made by 
BPPI and NYCS in achieving the same. As 
only 40% of the population is able to avail 
branded medicines whereas the remaining 
60% are deprived of it due to poverty and 
other reasons, the PMBJKs will provide 
affordable quality medicine to all citizens, 
under PMBJP which is an initiative of the 
Department of Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of 
Chemicals and Fertilizers. Currently there 
are 777 PMBJKs and the target is to achieve 
3000 kendras by March 2017.

  The gathering constituted of Ministry 
officials, around 170 delegates from various 
districts, BPPI officials, Medical and Pharma 
association representatives, representatives 
from Health Service Projects and Hospitals 
(Swasthya Seva Pakalps), Medical and 
Pharma sector entrepreneurs who gave 
their suggestions for smooth and effective 
implementation of the Pariyojana down the 
line at grassroots level.

Feb. 10 : The Union Minister for Science & 
Technology and Earth Sciences Dr. Harsh 
Vardhan released the Special Edition of 
“Atlas for Visually Impaired (India)” in 
English Braille in New Delhi. This Braille 
Atlas has been prepared by National Atlas 
and Thematic Mapping Organisation 
(NATMO) under Department of Science & 
Technology.

Feb. 11 : Gujarat in the first week of February 2017 
became the first State in the country to 
establish a cashless system for distribution 
of food grains.

Feb. 11 : Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar  
laid the foundation stones of 21 government 
colleges in 13 districts in the state through 
video conferencing, on the occasion of Guru 
Ravidas Jayanti. 

Feb. 11 : President Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated 
the first phase of a solar power project in 
the President's Estate that would generate 
670 kilowatt electricity for the sprawling 
premises. 

Feb. 11 : Govt appoints directors of 10 IIMs; G 
Raghuram to head IIM-Bangalore 

  The directors of 10 Indian Institutes of 
Management (IIMs), including that in 
Bangalore, have been appointed by the 
government.

  Professor G Raghuram will be the Director 
of IIM-Bangalore, an order issued by the 
personnel ministry said.

  Raghuram has been a faculty member at 
IIM-Ahmedabad since 1985. He was also 
Dean (Faculty) there from September 2013 
to December 2015.

Feb. 11 : The investment clearance committee, 
comprising officials from NITI Aayog and 
Union Water Resources Ministry, for Ken-
Betwa River linking today gave the nod 
for the Rs 18,000-crore national project 
envisaged to address drinking water and 
irrigation requirements of the parched 
Bundelkhand region.

Feb. 11 :  Thaawarchand Gehlot, Minister for Social 
Justice and Empowerment inaugurated the 
“2nd workshop to train Professionals as 
Master Trainers for using INCLEN Tools” 
organized by the National Trust, a statutory 
body under the Department of Empowerment 
of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan), 
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment. 
Gehlot wished all the professional Master 
Trainers a bright future ahead.  

Feb. 13 : Union Minister of State for Minority Affairs 
(Independent Charge) and Parliamentary 
Affairs Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi inaugurated 
the second edition of “Hunar Haat”. It is 
being organized by the Minority Affairs 
Ministry to encourage, promote and provide 
national and international market to master 
artisans/craftsmen belonging to the Minority 
communities from across the country.With 
the theme “Craft Aur Cuisine Ka Sangam”, 
the second “Hunar Haat” is being organized 
from 11th to 26th February, 2017 at State 
Emporia Complex, Baba Kharak Singh 
Marg, Connaught Place. 

Feb. 13 : Indian Navy's survey vessel INS Sarvekshak 
has gone green by installing a solar power 
system on board. 

  Navy said the system, equipped on the ship, 
works on sunlight and hence is 100 per cent 
reliable for power source that can be used for 
communication equipment, battery charging 
and general lightings onboard round the 
clock with battery outputs during night.
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Feb. 14 : India’s first floating elementary school 
named Loktak Elementary Floating School 
was on 13 February 2017 inaugurated at 
Langolsabi Leikai of Champu Khangpok 
floating village on Loktak Lake in Manipur.

Feb. 14 : In fast paced developments, Sasikala 
loyalist Edappady K Palaniswami was 
elected as Legislature Party Leader 
following the conviction of the AIADMK 
general secretary, who sacked rebel leader 
O Panneerselvam from the party’s primary 
membership. 

Feb. 15 : Government's IT and Telecom training 
institute NIELIT has partnered with IT 
Company Data XGen Technologies to use 
its voice-based social messaging platform 
Data Radio to send communications to 
students enrolled with it.

Feb. 16 : Seeking to create a global sized bank, the 
government gave go ahead to the merger 
plan of SBI and its five associate banks 
but did not take a decision with regard to 
Bharatiya Mahila Bank.

Feb. 16 : Airbus signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) for establishing a 
Centre of Excellence for aerospace skill 
development in Hyderabad, together with 
the Government of Telangana, National 
Skill Development Corporation India and 
AEROCAMPUS France. 

Feb. 16 :  Union Minister of State (IC) for Power, 
Coal, New & Renewable Energy and 
Mines, Piyush Goyal presided over the 
launching of the Transparency, Auction 
Monitoring and Resource Augmentation 
(TAMRA) Portal and Mobile Application, 
developed by the Ministry of Mines. It was 
simultaneously launched across 12 mineral 
rich States. Goyal also made an important 
announcement that the Government is 
planning on bringing amendments to mining 
rules to bring transparency in award of 
exploration and mining licences for the 100 
identified off-shore mineral blocks soon.

Feb. 16 :  Dr. Mahesh Sharma, Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) for Tourism and 
Culture, launched the initiative of the 
Ministry of Tourism, Government of India 
for providing pre-loaded Sim Card to 
foreign tourists arriving in India on e-Visa. 
Addressing on the occasion, he said that 
this unique initiative will facilitate the 
foreign tourists in communicating with their 

acquaintances immediately after their arrival 
in India. Earlier, the Ministry of Tourism 
had also launched a 24 x 7 Tourist Helpline 
1800111363 in Twelve foreign languages so 
that the foreign tourists can get the required 
information in their own language. 

Feb. 17 : Chartered accountants' apex body ICAI 
signed an agreement with the Indian 
Railways for moving its accounting system 
to the accrual format. 

Feb. 20 : The National Regulatory Authority of 
India (NRAI) has been given the maximum 
ratings by global health body World Health 
Organisation for vaccine regulations. 

Feb. 20 : Nagaland Chief Minister TR Zeliang 
resigned as Chief Minister of the state on 19 
February 2017. He resigned in the backdrop 
of widespread protests in the state, which 
was triggered due to government’s decision 
to reserve 33 percent seats for women in 
urban local bodies.

Feb. 21 : The Ministries of Textiles and Social 
Justice and Empowerment entered a pact 
which aims at improving the earnings of 
scheduled caste artisans across the country 
and enhance their participation at domestic 
and international level.

Feb. 21 :  Maruti Suzuki India (MSI) said it has 
inaugurated its fourth drinking water project 
at Bas Hariya village, Manesar. 

Feb. 21 : The government approved doubling of 
capacity to 40,000 MW in solar parks and 
Ultra Mega Solar Power Projects (UMSPP).

Feb. 21 : The Telangana Government signed a MoU 
with NABARD for a loan of Rs 874 crore to 
the Horticulture Development Corporation 
to cover 3.15 lakh acres under Micro 
Irrigation scheme for 2016-17 and 2017-18.

Feb. 25 :  On the occasion of Maha Shivratri, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi unveiled a 112-
foot- tall Shiva statue in Coimbatore, 
Tamil Nadu. Extolling the ancient Indian 
discipline of Yoga, the Prime Minister 
called for efforts to protect nature and mould 
human activities to bring them in sync with 
ecological surroundings.

Feb. 25 : The Chief Minister of Rajasthan, Vasundhara 
Raje inaugurated a medical project 
called Rajasthan Heart Attack Treatment 
programme (RAHAT), launched by Eternal 
Heart Care Center Hospital in Jaipur, on 25 
February 2017.
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Feb. 02 : The World Bank has signed an agreement 
with the government to provide USD 
201.50 million loan for quality engineering 
education across several states in India.
The loan agreement is part of the Technical 
Education Quality Improvement Project 
(TEQIP III), which is the third phase of a 15-
20 year programme that started in 2002.

Feb. 03 : Indian Railways has inked a pact with Italian 
Railways for improving the safety level of 
the Indian carrier through a review of the 
infrastructure and transport management 
system. The pact was signed by Renato 
Mazzoncini, CEO and Managing Director 
of Ferrovie dello Stato Italiane (Italian 
Railways) and A K Mittal, Chairman of 
Indian Railways.

Feb. 03 : India and Sri Lanka signed an agreement to 
construct a multi-ethnic tri-lingual school in 
a north central district of the island nation 
that would provide opportunities to Sinhala, 
Tamil and Muslim students to learn in a multi-
cultural environment. The MoU was signed 
by Indias High Commissioner to Sri Lanka 
Taranjit Singh Sandhu and Secretary to the 
Ministry of Education Sunil Hettiarachchi.

Feb. 03 : China has reportedly tested a new version 
of a missile that can carry up to 10 nuclear 
warheads, signalling a major shift in its 
nuclear capability as Beijing gears up for a 
possible military showdown with the US 
under Trump Presidency.

Feb. 04 : Prince Charles has unveiled a new Digital 
Green App for Indian farmers to help them 
sell their crops online as part of his charity 
initiatives directed at India.

Feb. 07 : The United States and Japan have conducted 
the first interception of a ballistic missile 
target using a jointly built system, amid 
heightened tensions over North Korea's 
missile program. 

Feb. 07 : India and Austria agreed to amend their 
existing bilateral taxation treaty to prevent 
tax evasion as well as enable mutual 
assistance. The protocol will broaden the 
scope of the existing framework of exchange 
of tax related information which will help 
curb tax evasion and tax avoidance between 
the two countries and will also enable mutual 
assistance in collection of taxes. 

Feb. 07 : To facilitate exchange of students between 
the UK and India, a management institute 
from Mumbai has signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding with the prestigious 
Kings College London.

Feb. 07 : China will test the performance of the 
world's second largest solar-powered 
drone in near-space flight this year. With 
a wingspan of more than 40 meters, wider 
than that of a Boeing 737 passenger plane, 
the rainbow series drone has just passed 
its first full-scale test flight, chief engineer 
of the China Academy of Aerospace 
Aerodynamics (CAAA) drone project . 

Feb. 08 : Qatar Airways on 5 February 2017 launched 
the world's longest scheduled commercial 
airline route with the arrival of its flight 
from Doha to Auckland, New Zealand.

Feb. 09 : The government approved signing of an 
agreement between India and Senegal in the 
field of health and medicine which includes 
cooperation in AIDS control, integrated 
disease surveillance and emergency relief.

Feb. 09 : Former Somali Prime Minister Mohamed 
Abdullahi Farmajo was sworn in as the 
president of the country. 

Feb. 13 : Billed as Germany's "anti-Trump", centre-
left former foreign minister Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier was elected today as the new 
ceremonial head of state. Steinmeier 
received 931 of 1,239 valid votes after 
Merkel's conservatives, lacking a strong 
candidate of their own, agreed to back him 
to replace incumbent Joachim Gauck, 77, 
a former pastor from ex-communist East 
Germany.

Feb. 14 : Tehmina Janjua, Pakistan's permanent 
representative to the UN in Geneva, has 
been appointed as the country's first woman 
foreign secretary.Janjua will replace 
incumbent foreign secretary Aizaz Ahmad 
Chaudhry, who will be taking charge as 
Pakistan's new ambassador to the US.

Feb. 14 :  Investment banker and former Goldman 
Sachs executive Steven Mnuchin has been 
sworn in as the new Secretary of Treasury, 
filling a crucial position in US President 
Donald Trump’s economic team.

Feb. 14 :  India and the United Kingdom (UK) 
in February 2017 signed a bilateral 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
to allow more flights to boost tourism and 
trade in both the countries.

International News of 
the Month 
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Feb. 14 :  President Donald Trump’s embattled 
national security advisor Michael Flynn 
resigned, amid allegations that he discussed 
US sanctions against Russia with its envoy 
before Trumps inauguration.

Feb. 15 : Agreement between the Government of 
the Republic of India and the Government 
of the Republic of Croatia on Economic 
Cooperation was signed by Commerce and 
Industry Minister Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman, 
Government of India and Ms. Martina Dalic, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the 
Economy, Government of the Republic of 
Croatia on 14th February, 2017 in Zagreb, 
Croatia.

Feb. 15 :  Engineering conglomerate Larsen and Turbo 
(L&T) on 13 February 2017 entered into a 
joint venture (JV) with European defence 
major MBDA to develop and produce new-
generation tactical missiles. The JV named 
as L&T MBDA Missile Systems will be 
registered in India.

Feb. 16 : The Government approved signing of an Air 
Services Agreement (ASA) between India 
and Rwanda to allow the airlines of the two 
countries to operate services in each other’s 
territory.

Feb. 20 : A science museum equipped with 3D theatre 
was inaugurated at AD Municipal Primary 
School in Tagore Garden.

Feb. 21 : India and Rwanda signed three MoUs 
in innovation, aviation sectors and visa 
requirements during Vice President Hamid 
Ansari's visit to the East African country.

Feb. 22 : Azerbaijan’s president Ilham Aliyev has 
named his wife as his deputy, tightening the 
family’s grip on power in the small former 
Soviet oil-producing state.

Feb 22  :  The government approved a 900 MW hydro 
power project to be set up in Sankhuwasabha 
district of Nepal at a cost of Rs 5,723.72 
crore.

23 Feb.  : The government granted its approval to the 
signing of Air Services Agreement (ASA) 
between India and Greece which allows the 
airlines of the two countries to fly in each 
other’s territory.

23 Feb. : A top Australian university has signed an 
agreement with IIT Madras to undertake joint 
applied research in information security, 
combustion and health technologies.

24 Feb.  :  The ninth BRICS Summit will be held in 
Chinas Xiamen city from September 3-5, 
State Councilor Yang Jiechi said.

25 Feb.  :  India and ADB have signed USD 375 
million pact for loans and grants to develop 
800-km Visakhapatnam-Chennai Industrial 
Corridor, which is the first phase of a planned 
2,500-km East Coast Economic Corridor.

25 Feb.  :  A Rs 17,000 crore deal has been cleared 
by the government for jointly developing 
with Israel a medium-range surface-to- air 
missile (MR-SAM) for the army, reflecting 
India’s fast-growing defence ties with the 
Jewish nation.

25 Feb.  : One of Britain’s senior-most Indian-origin 
MPs, Virendra Sharma, has been awarded 
the first Dr Stya Paul Memorial Award for 
his outstanding contribution to India-UK 
ties.

27 Feb.  :  Fifth Harmony star Normani Kordei has 
been named a global ambassador for the 
American Cancer Society. The 20-year- 
old singer said the organisation’s work is 
something she can really relate to.

27 Feb :  A prominent Indian-origin South African 
human rights lawyer, who had challenged 
the country’s notorious detention laws of the 
apartheid era, has died aged 81. Essa Moosa, 
who retired as a judge of the Western Cape 
High Court in 2011, passed away at his 
home in Cape Town.
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Feb. 02 : Leg-spinner Yuzvendra Chahal's maiden six-
wicket haul turned things around for India as 
the hosts beat England by 75 runs in the third 
and final Twenty20 International to clinch the 
series 2-1 at Bengaluru's M Chinnaswamy 
Stadium.

Feb. 03 : Champion cueist Pankaj Advani won the 
Indian National Snooker Championship with 
a 6-0 win over Pandurangaiah of Railways in 
a one-sided final. 

  It was Advani’s 29th national title.
Feb. 03 :  Virat Kohli maintained his top spot in the 

latest ICC rankings of T20 batsmen while 
India have gained a spot by virtue of their 
series win against England to climb to the 
second spot in the team rankings.

  Kohli leads number-two ranked Aaron 
Finch of Australia by 28 points, while 
Glenn Maxwell of Australia is third. Kohli 
is ranked second in Tests and third in ODIs 
which makes him the only Indian batsman in 
top five across all formats.

Feb. 03 :  Lakshya Sen becomes World No 1 junior 
badminton player 

  The 15-year-old shuttler from Almora, 
Lakshya Sen, created history after he became 
the number one junior singles badminton 
player in the world in the latest rankings of 
the Badminton World Federation (BWF).

   Lakshya is the first shuttler from 
Uttarakhand to attain the numero uno spot at 
the international level. 

Feb. 04 : India's top player Sharath Kamal, for the 
first time in four years, has been seeded 
number one in the men's singles at the 
ongoing 11Even Sports Senior Table Tennis 
Nationals.

  This follows a resolution moved by the 
technical committee which wanted the 
players figuring in the top 100 bracket of 
the world ranking getting some security 
and motivation, besides adding the glamour 
quotient to zonal and national championships.

Feb. 07 : The Billiards and Snooker Federation of 
India (BSFI) announced that India will host 
the World Billiards Championship for the 
next four years.      

  The premier event was held in Bengaluru last 
year when champion cueist Pankaj Advani 
had triumphed in the 150-UP format beating 
Peter Gilchrist of Singapore.      

Feb. 07 :  Basketball Federation of India announced 
that India will host FIBA Women’s Asia 
Cup basketball tournament in July. The 
continental flagship tournament for women 
will be held here from July 23 to 29.

  India has also been given another continental 
level tournament — the FIBA U-16 Women’s 
Asian Championship — which will be held 
from October 22 to 28 in Hyderabad.

  This will be the first time since 2009 that 
India will host a major FIBA (International 
Basketball Federation) event.

Feb. 08 : Sourabh Varma defeated Lakshya Sen won 
the men’s singles title at the 81st Senior 
Badminton National Championship.

  Third seed Verma walked away with a 21-
13 21-12 win over the junior world number 
one, who made a lasting impression with his 
game in this tournament.

Feb. 08 :  The Odisha government accorded in-
principle approval to a proposal for hosting 
the 14th Men's Hockey World Cup-2018 in 
Bhubaneswar. 

  The event is scheduled to be held at 
Kalinga Stadium here from November 28 
to December 16, 2018. India had hosted the 
Hockey World Cup for first time in 1982 at 
Mumbai and for second time in 2010 at New 
Delhi. 

Feb. 08 :  Germany's World Cup winning captain 
Philipp Lahm confirmed he will retire at the 
end of the season.

  The 33-year-old made his 500th appearance 
for Bayern. Lahm retired from international 
football after captaining Germany to the 
2014 World Cup title in Brazil.

Feb. 10 : Indian football team slipped one place to be 
at 130th in the latest FIFA rankings issued.

  India are now ranked 20th among the Asian 
countries. Iran continued to lead the chart of 
Asian countries at 32.

Feb. 10 :  Indian captain Virat Kohli continued 
his unbelievable record-breaking spree 
and surpassed the legendary Sir Donald 
Bradman and Rahul Dravid by becoming 
the first batsman to score double hundreds in 
four successive Test series.

  Kohli’s double tons came in the series against 
the West Indies, New Zealand, England and 
now Bangladesh, which is in India for a one-
off Test.

  Bradman and Dravid had achieved the feat 
in three successive series.

Sports News of the 
Month
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Feb. 10 :   With just 238 days remaining for the start 
of the tournament, the official mascot of the 
FIFA U-17 World Cup India 2017, Kheleao 
was unveiled at the Jawaharlal Nehru 
Stadium.

  In a glittering ceremony attended by Sports 
Minister Vijay Goel, the chairman of the 
Local Organizing Committee and AIFF 
president Praful Patel, the young and 
charismatic face of the FIFA U-17 World 
Cup, a clouded leopard called Kheleo, was 
introduced to hundreds of football fans.

Feb. 13 : Young emerging Indian doubles pair of Arjun 
Madathil Ramachandran and Ramchandran 
Shlok notched up the men's doubles title at 
the 26th Iran Fajr Badminton Tournament. 

  The World No. 66 pair became the first 
Indian combination to win the title at the 
International Challenge event. 

Feb. 13 :  The Indian blind cricket team successfully 
defended its Twenty20 World Cup title, 
defeating arch-rivals Pakistan in the final for 
the second successive edition.

  With eight wins from nine matches, India 
had gone into the final as favourites and 
lived up to it with a comprehensive victory. 
For Pakistan though, it was their first loss in 
the tournament.

Feb. 13 :  Hosts Haryana won the first edition of the 
three-day Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyay All 
India National Style Kabaddi championship 
held at Motilal Nehru School of Sports.

  Haryana defeated the Railways team 33-27 
to clinch the title.

  Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) 
beat Air India 45-37 to secure the third 
position.

Feb. 13 :  India defeated Bangladesh in the one-off 
Test in Hyderabad as Virat Kohli once again 
broke a slew of records. In the first innings, 
Kohli became the first batsman in history 
to slam four double hundreds in successive 
series. 

  By the fifth afternoon, Kohli overtook 
Mohammad Azharuddin to become the 
third-most successful Indian Test captain. 
Only MS Dhoni and Sourav Ganguly have 
more wins under their belt. However, Kohli 
has the best record among Indian captains 
after the first 23 Tests and is only behind 
Steve Waugh overall. 

Feb. 14 : Young Indian racer Jehan Daruvala tasted 
his first major success of 2017 when he won 

the New Zealand Grand Prix in style at the 
Chris Amon Circuit.

  Jehan's brilliant lights to flag feat on Sunday 
makes him the first and only Indian to win a 
Grand Prix in motorsport. 

Feb. 14 :  Australia’s attacking batsman Adam Voges 
has indicated that his days at international 
level are over. A day prior to leading Prime 
Minister’s XI against the visiting Sri Lanka 
in Canberra, the right-handed batsman 
said it would be his last game against an 
international opponent.

Feb. 16 : Indian women's cricket team captain Mithali 
Raj has become the second woman player to 
cross 5,500 runs in ODIs, achieving the feat 
during India's women's World Cup qualifier 
against South Africa. 

Feb. 20 : Pakistani cricketer Shahid Afridi announced 
his retirement from international cricket, 
bringing to an end his sometimes 
controversial 21-year career.

  The 36-year-old all-rounder was currently 
active in the International Twenty20 format 
after having quit Test cricket in 2010 and 
One-Day Internationals in 2015.

Feb. 20 :  Sakura Mori of Japan defeated Swedish rival 
Ekholm Matilda to win the women's singles 
title at the ITTF World Tour India Open.

Feb. 20 :  Afghanistan's Mohammad Nabi will become 
the first Afghan cricketer to feature in the 
Indian Premier League after he was sold to 
Sunrisers Hyderabad for his base price of Rs 
30 lakh. 

  Five out of the 352 players listed for the 
auction in Bangalore were from Afghanistan, 
who have made a rapid progress in 
international cricket.

Feb. 21 :  India on 21 February 2017 defeated South 
Africa by one run to win the ICC Women’s 
World Cup Qualifier 2017 at the P. Sara 
Stadium, Sri Lanka.

Feb. 25 :  South African AB de Villiers passed the 
9,000-run milestone in one-day internationals 
in the third ODI against New Zealand in 
Wellington.

  De Villiers is the 18th player and second 
South African behind Jacques Kallis to reach 
the 9,000 mark but has the highest average 
of 53.86 and is the only one of the leading 
scorers to have a strike-rate better than 100.

Feb. 27 :  Kalinga Lancers defeated Dabang Mumbai 
4-1 to win their maiden Hockey India League 
title.
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Science & Miscellaneous 
News of the Month

SCIENCE

Feb. 04 : India's first dedicated space observatory, 
ASTROSAT, has captured the rare 
phenomenon of a small, 6-billion-year-old 
"vampire" star "preying" on a bigger celestial 
body. 

  Scientists say the smaller star, also called a 
"blue straggler", feeds off its companion star 
by sucking out its mass and energy, causing 
its eventual death. 

Feb. 04 :  Scientists have discovered evidence of 
two billion years of volcanic activity on 
Mars. The discovery was made following 
an analysis of a meteorite from the planet, 
which was found in Africa in 2012.

  The finding confirms that some of the oldest 
volcanoes present in the solar system may be 
found on Mars. It also offers new evidence 
on the planet’s evolution and gives more 
insight into its history of volcanic activity. 
The study was published in a journal called 
Science Advances.

Feb. 09 : Indian Space Research Organisation has said 
that the indigenous development of Telemetry 
& Telecommand Processor (TTCP) has been 
realised and its productionisation will be 
initiated with the help of Indian industry. 

  The processor, whose indigenous 
development was taken up by ISRO as part 
of Make in India campaign, replaces the 
expensive imported equipment. 

Feb. 11 : India successfully test-fired its interceptor 
missile off the Odisha coast, achieving a 
significant milestone in the direction of 
developing a two-layered Ballistic Missile 
Defence system. 

  The interceptor was launched from Abdul 
Kalam Island (Wheeler Island) of ITR at 
about 7.45 AM.

  This mission, termed as "PDV mission is for 
engaging the targets in the exo-atmosphere 
region at an altitude above 50 km of earth's 

atmosphere", said a Defence Research 
Development Organisation (DRDO) 
official. 

Feb. 11 :  China is set to launch its first remote-
sensing satellite capable of detecting large 
lighted structures on the ground at night. 

  The Luojia-1A, a 10-kilogramme mini 
satellite, is being developed by scientists 
at Wuhan University in Hubei province 
and will carry a highly sensitive night light 
camera with a 100-meter ground image 
resolution, Li Deren, chief scientist of the 
project was quoted as saying by state-run 
China News Service.

Feb. 14 : China plans to launch its first cargo 
spacecraft using a heavy rocket to carry 
supplies for its experimental space 
laboratory.

  The Tianzhou-1 cargo spacecraft will be 
carried by Long March-7 Y2 carrier rocket 
in April.

Feb. 17 : NASA has selected proposals for the 
creation of two multi-disciplinary, 
university-led research institutes that will 
focus on the development of technologies 
critical to extending human presence deeper 
into our solar system. 

MISCELLANEOUS

Feb. 02 : The 19th Bharat Rang Mahotsav or 
International Theatre Festival of India 
commenced on 1 February 2017 in New 
Delhi. The 21-day festival will conclude on 
21 February 2017. The 19th Bharat Rang 
Mahotsav will pay special attention on the 
different genres of Indian theatre.

Feb. 08 : Actress Kareena Kapoor Khan has come 
on board as a 'Feel Alive' ambassador for 
soon-to-be launched factual entertainment 
channel Sony BBC Earth.

  Kareena has been chosen as she is known 
to have a spirited, 'full-of-life' personality 
both on and off screen. Her vibrant persona 
coupled with her love for the natural world 
were the key factors in opting for Kareena 
to represent the most awaited channel of 
2017.
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Feb. 09 : India continues to languish near the bottom 
in an international intellectual property 
index, ranking 43rd out of 45 global 
economies, according to a report by the US 
Chamber of Commerces Global Intellectual 
Property Center (GIPC).

  The GIPC also highlighted the need for 
the government to build upon the positive 
rhetoric of its IPR policy with the substantial 
legislative reforms that innovators need.

  This is the fifth year in a row that India has 
been ranked at the bottom of the pack in 
the index. However, the 2017 report, titled 
The Roots of Innovation, represents a slight 
improvement in its performance as the 
country was ranked last or next-to-last in the 
last four years.

Feb. 10 : Pakistani expert and commentator, Tilak 
Devashar released his recent book ‘Pakistan 
– Courting the Abyss’ in Jaipur. 

  The book has been published by Harper 
Collins. The event was jointly organised 
by Prabha Khaitan Foundation, We Care, 
Raghu Sinha Mala Mathur Charity Trust 
along with Hotel Hilton as the venue partner. 

Feb. 14 : The Cobra Gold 2017 commenced on 14 
February 2017 in Thailand. Cobra Gold is 
an annual multilateral military exercise co-
sponsored by Thailand and the USA.

Feb. 20 : The HarperCollins Publishers India in the 
second week of February 2017 announced 
that the biography of Hema Malini, titled 
Hema Malini: Beyond the Dream Girl, will 
hit bookstores in October 2017.

  The book will be released on the 69th 
birthday of the dream girl.

  The authorised biography is penned by Ram 
Kamal Mukherjee, a senior journalist and 
author.
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Ashok Mansukhani 

  Hinduja Ventures, holding company of 
Hinduja Groups media companies, elevated 
its whole-time director Ashok Mansukhani 
as the new managing director and chief 
executive. 

Alok Verma 

  Former Delhi police commissioner Alok 
Verma took charge as the new Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) chief.

Rex Tillerson 

  Rex Tillerson, the former chairman and chief 
executive of Exxon Mobil, has been sworn 
in as President Donald Trump’s secretary 
of state after having been confirmed by the 
Senate.

PVK Reddy 

  Senior IPS officer PVK Reddy was 
appointed as the new Director General (DG) 
in the National Human Rights Commission 
(NHRC).

S C Bajpai 

  S C Bajpai was appointed as the new 
director general of Ordnance Factories and 
the chairman of Ordnance Factory Board 
(OFB).

Praveen Mahajan 

  Senior bureaucrat Praveen Mahajan was 
unanimously elected as the President of All 
India Tennis Association (AITA) till 2020 
during its Special General Meeting. 

Achamkulangare Gopinathan

  Achamkulangare Gopinathan, a top Indian 
diplomat, has been re-appointed by the UN 
General Assembly to the Joint Inspection 
Unit, the only independent external 
oversight body of the UN system.

N Chandrasekaran 

  N Chandrasekaran, chairman designate 
of Tata Sons and currently the CEO and 

Managing Director of Tata Consultancy 
Services, was elected as Chairman of Tata 
Steel Board. 

Karnal Singh 

  Enforcement Directorate (ED) chief Karnal 
Singh, who was due to retire in August this 
year, was given a fixed tenure of two years 
following a Supreme Court directive to set 
right the anomaly and to make it compliant 
with the CVC Act. 

Jennifer Purdie

  Indian energy giant Adani Group has 
appointed Jennifer Purdie as the Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) for its renewable 
energy business unit in Australia in a bid 
to drive its plans to become the largest 
renewable energy player in the country.

Vikram Limaye 

  Leading stock exchange NSE said it has 
appointed IDFC chief Vikram Limaye as 
its new Managing Director and CEO nearly 
two months after the sudden exit of Chitra 
Ramkrishna from the top post.

Jeff Sessions 

  Jeff Sessions, a close confidant of US 
President Donald Trump, was confirmed 
to be the next attorney general, after a 
historically tumultuous process that saw 
the senator come under fire for his views on 
race and civil rights.

Badri Raghavan 

  Cab aggregation service provider Ola 
on Thursday said it has appointed Badri 
Raghavan as Chief Data Scientist.

Nagin Nanda 

  Additional Chief Conservator of Forests in 
Himachal Pradesh Nagin Nanda has been 
appointed as expert member of the National 
Green Tribunal.

Ashok Gulati, Rajiv Kumar & Manish Sabharwal 

  The government appointed three directors 
on the all-powerful central board of RBI, 
which include two noted economists 

Appointments of the 
Month
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Ashok Gulati and Rajiv Kumar, for four 
years. Besides Gulati and Kumar, the 
Appointments Committee of the Cabinet 
(ACC) has appointed Manish Sabharwal as 
a director. 

Hemant Bhargava 

  Hemant Bhargava was appointed as 
Managing Director of State-owned Life 
Insurance Corporation (LIC) of India.

Ajay Tyagi 

  The government appointed Ajay Tyagi, 
additional secretary in the finance ministry, 
as the new chairman of Securities and 
Exchange Board of India (Sebi). He will 
take over from U K Sinha on March 1.

Natarajan Chandrasekaran 

  Tata Power announced the appointment of 
Natarajan Chandrasekaran as the Chairman 
and Additional Director of the company.

Nilesh Shivji Vikamsey 

  The Institute of Chartered Accountants 
of India (ICAI) elected Nilesh Shivji 
Vikamsey as its president and Naveen N D 
Gupta as its vice president. 

Sandeep Jajodia 

  Sandeep Jajodia has been elected President 
of the industry body Associated Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry of India 
(Assocham).

Robin Fontes 

  The US defence attache in India has 
been made in charge of India, Pakistan 
and Central Asian Affairs at the National 
Security Council of the White House.

Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry

  Pakistan appointed incumbent foreign 
secretary Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry as its 
new ambassador to the US.

R Alexander Acosta 

  President Donald Trump announced law 
school dean R Alexander Acosta as his 
new labor secretary nominee, one day after 
his original pick abruptly withdrew from 
consideration. 

Rajinder Khanna 

  Rajinder Khanna, former chief of the 
country’s external intelligence agency RAW, 
has been appointed Officer on Special Duty in 
the National Security Council Secretariat.

Vikas Swarup 

  External Affairs Ministry Spokesperson 
Vikas Swarup appointed India's High 
Commissioner to Canada.

T C A Ranganathan and Sunil Mehta 

  T C A Ranganathan and Sunil Mehta were 
appointed as Non-Official Directors in 
Indian Overseas Bank and Punjab National 
Bank respectively. 

Herbert Raymond McMaster 

  US President Donald Trump has appointed 
Lt Gen Herbert Raymond McMaster as his 
new national security advisor following the 
ouster of Michael Flynn last week.

V Ramakrishnan 

  Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) said it 
appointed V Ramakrishnan as the chief 
financial officer (CFO). 

Cressida Dick

  Senior British officer Cressida Dick has 
been appointed as the commissioner of 
London’s Metropolitan Police, becoming 
the first woman to lead Scotland Yard.

Sujata Mehta and Ajit Shankarrao Bhonsle

  Former diplomat Sujata Mehta and Air 
Marshal Ajit Shankarrao Bhonsle have 
been appointed as members in Union 
Public Service Commission (UPSC) in 
New Delhi.
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Motorsports Person of The Year Award 

  Five time National Rally Champion Gaurav 
Gill was decorated with the prestigious 
motorsports person of the year award at a 
glittering function organised by Federation 
of Motor Sports Club of India (FMSCI). 

D. Litt by the Yashwantrao Chavan Maharashtra 
Open University 

  Legendary singer Lata Mangeshkar 
has been conferred with D.Litt by the 
Yashwantrao Chavan Maharashtra Open 
University for her contribution in the field 
of music.

Genesis Prize 

  Renowned Indian-origin British sculptor 
Anish Kapoor, who has emerged as a 
champion of Syrian refugees rights, won 
Israel's prestigious USD one million 
Genesis Prize for his commitment to Jewish 
values.

B C Roy Award 

  Dr P Raghu Ram, president of Association 
of Breast Surgeons of India, has won the 
prestigious Dr B C Roy national award for 
outstanding service in the field of socio 
medical relief for 2016.

Lifetime Achievement Award at the Bodhisattva 
International Film Festival (BIFF)

  Veteran actor Nana Patekar will receive 
the Lifetime Achievement Award at the 
Bodhisattva International Film Festival 
(BIFF) in Patna for his contribution to 
Indian cinema.

Best Screenplay Award at PIFF 

  Actress Priyanka Chopra-produced Marathi 
film "Ventilator" has won best screenplay 
award at the 15th Pune International Film 
Festival (PIFF). 

Honorary Doctorate 

  Out-of-favour India international Sandeep 
Singh has become only the second hockey 
player from the country to receive an 
Honorary Doctorate.

Total Excellence in Policing Awards

  A heroic Indian-origin Scotland Yard 
officer has been honoured with a top 
bravery award in the UK for risking 
his own life to save a family trapped in 
a burning house, winning the vote of 
thousands of Londoners.

4th Yash Chopra Memorial Award 

  Veteran actress Rekha will hand over 
superstar Shah Rukh Khan the fourth 
Yash Chopra Memorial Award during a 
ceremony.

Laureus 'Sportsman of the Year' Award

  World's "greatest" sprinter Usain Bolt 
pipped the likes of Cristiano Ronaldo 
and LeBron James to win the 'Sportsman 
of the Year' trophy for a record-equalling 
fourth time, while gymnast Simone Biles 
clinched the top honour in the women's 
category at the Laureus World Awards at a 
glittering ceremony.

MRSI-ICSC Award 

  S Swaminathan, Director, Center 
for Nanotechnology and Advanced 
Biometerial (CeNTAB), received the 
'MRSI-ICSC Super Conductivity and 
Materials Science Annual Prize' for the 
year 2017.

Governments Kayakalp Awards 

  Premier health institute AIIMS, New 
Delhi, has won the first prize, and a cash 
reward of Rs 5 crore, for maintaining high 
standards of sanitation and hygiene under 
the Governments Kayakalp awards.

  AIIMS was followed by North Eastern 
Indira Gandhi Regional Institute of Health 
and Medical Sciences (NEIGRIHMS), 
Shillong, which got a cash prize of Rs 3 
crore.

Awards of the Month



www.mahendraguru.com

www.mahendraguru.com
[16]

  Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education 
and Research (PGIMER), Chandigarh, 
received the third prize of Rs 1 crore.

International Federation of Art Cinemas (CICAE) 
award at the 67th Berlin International Film Festival

  Raj Kumar Rao and Anjali Patil-starrer 
political satire 'Newton' has won the 
International Federation of Art Cinemas 
(CICAE) award at the 67th Berlin 
International Film Festival. 

  Newton is directed by Amit Masurkar.

Writers Guild Awards 

  Berry Jenkins script for coming-of-age 
drama "Moonlight" bagged best original 
screenplay prize at Writers Guild of 
America award (WGA), while sci-fi film 
"Arrival" won best adapted screenplay 
trophy.

  "Atlanta" swept the major TV awards by 
winning trophies for best new series and 

top comedy series, while "The Americans" 
took the best drama series honour, reported 
Variety.

  Best documentary screenplay award went 
to "Command and Control".

30th Moortidevi Award

  Eminent Malayalam author M P Veerendra 
Kumar will be given the 30th Moortidevi 
award by Bharatiya Jnanpith organisation 
on March 4.The award will be presented by 
Jnanpith laureate M T Vasudevan Nair at an 
event in Tagore Centenary Hall in Calicut, 
Kerala for the politician-authors book titled 
Hymavathabhoovil.

EY Entrepreneur of the Year 2016

  Vivek Chaand Sehgal, Executive Chairman 
of the auto components manufacturer 
Samvardhana Motherson group has been 
named EY Entrepreneur of the Year for 
2016.
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Eulogies of the Month
E Ahamed  : E Ahamed, former Union Minister passed 

away. He was 78.
  He had served as the Minister of State for 

External Affairs under the Manmohan 
Singh government during the period 
2004-14. He represented the Malappuram 
Lok Sabha constituency of Kerala. He 
was also the National President of the 
Indian Union Muslim League.

Asim Basu  : Veteran stage artist, theatre director, 
painter and writer Asim Basu died. 
He was 82. Known for his versatility, 
Basu excelled in the field of fine arts 
and theatre, contributing immensely 
to Odisha’s cultural fabric. Basu had 
been conferred the state Sangeet Natak 
Akademi Award.

Joginder Singh :
  Former CBI chief Joginder Singh, who 

oversaw investigation of several high-
profile cases including Bofors scam and 
Bihar's fodder scam, died. He was 77.

Nizamuddin  : Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose's driver 
and INA veteran 'Colonel' Nizamuddin 
died in his native village of Dhakwa after 
a prolonged illness. He was 116.

Hukumchand Yadav 
  Former BJP MLA and Khandwa 

District Cooperative Bank Chairman 
Hukumchand Yadav passed away. He 
was 74. He also held various positions, 
including district president of the BJP. He 
was currently holding the presidency of 
the District Cooperative Bank.

Peter Mansfield
  Physicist Peter Mansfield, who won the 

Nobel Prize for helping to invent MRI 
scanners, has died at the age of 83. 

  He shared the 2003 Nobel Prize in 
medicine with U.S. chemist Paul 
Lauterbur for their work developing 
magnetic resonance imaging, which 
uses magnetic fields and radio waves 
to generate 3-D images of the body's 
internal organs without potentially 
harmful X-rays. 

Shibaji Banerjee 
  Former Mohun Bagan goalkeeper Shibaji 

Banerjee passed away. He was 68.
  Banerjee also had a brilliant game in an 

IFA Shield match against top Russian 
side Ararat. Legend has it that he was 
unbeatable on aerial balls that particular 
day as the game was locked at 2-2.

Altamas Kabir :
  Former Chief Justice of India Altamas 

Kabir passed away. He was 68.
  Justice Altamas Kabir appointed as the 

Chief Justice of India on September 29 
in 2012. He held the office till July 18, 
2013.

Vitaly Churkin :
  Russia's Ambassador to the UN Vitaly 

Churkin died. He was 64.
  The Russian mission said Churkin 

dedicated most of his life to diplomatic 
service standing for his country's 
interests.

Kaci Kullmann Five :
  The chairwoman of the Norwegian Nobel 

Committee, the group that awards the 
prize, died. She was 65. Kaci Kullmann 
Five, chairwoman of the five-member 
panel since 2015 – and committee 
member since 2003.

V K Srinivasan :
  Noted economist and retired Special 

Chief Secretary of the undivided State of 
Andhra Pradesh, V K Srinivasan, passed 
away. He was 76.

Kenneth J. Arrow :
  Kenneth J Arrow, the youngest-ever 

winner of a Nobel prize for economics, 
died. He was 95.

  Arrow and British economist Sir John R. 
Hicks shared the 1972 Nobel memorial 
prize in economic science.

MP Chunchun :
  Former Lok Sabha MP Chunchun Yadav 

passed away in Bhagalpur. He was 85.
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ABBREVIATIONS
GIPC Global Intellectual Property Center. 

IUCAA Inter-University Centre of Astronomy 
and Astrophysics. 

TTCP Telemetry & Telecommand Processor.

BSFI Billiards and Snooker Federation of 
India. 

DARPG Department of Administrative Reforms 
and Public Grievances. 

NCRTC National Capital Region Transport 
Corporation 

DIPP Department of Industrial Policy and 
Promotion. 

CAIT Confederation of All India Traders. 

 IMPORTANT DATES
February 4  World Cancer Day

February 12  Darwin Day

February 13  World Radio Day, National Women’s 

Day or Sarojini Naidu’s Birthday

February 20  World Day of Social Justice

February 21  International Mother Language Day

February 23  World Peace and Understanding Day

February 24  Central Excise Day

February 28  National Science Day
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SPECIAL FEATURES
ISRO creates history, launches 104 satellites in one go 

India scripted a new chapter in the history of space 
exploration with the successful launch of a record 104 
satellites+ by Isro's Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(PSLV) in a single mission.
PSLV-C37 carrying the 104 satellites lifted off from 
the first launch pad at Satish Dhawan Space Centre in 
Sriharikota at 9.28am. It was PSLV's 39th flight.
Seventeen minutes later, the rocket started placing the 
satellites into orbit, one by one with a time-frame of about 
11 minutes.
Out of the total 104 satellites placed in orbit, 101 
satellites belonged to six foreign countries. They included 
96 from the US and one each from Israel, the UAE, the 
Netherlands, Switzerland and Kazakhstan.
PSLV first injected its main payload Cartosat- 2 series, 
India's indigenously built earth observation satellite. It 
was followed by two other nanosatellites of ISRO- INS-
1A and INS-1B.
It then took less than 10 minutes for the rocket to spew 
out 101 passengers, which are all foreign nano satellites, 
as it travelled up in altitude reaching the polar sun 
synchronous orbit.
Russian Space Agency held a record of launching 37 
satellites in one go during its mission in June 2014. India 
previously launched 23 satellites in a single mission in 
June 2015.
About the satellite:-

 # Of the total earth-observation satellites, three were 
Indian, 88 were from the US and the remaining 
are from Israel, Kazakhstan, the Netherlands, 
Switzerland and the United Arab Emirates.

 # A 320-tonne rocket was launched by Polar Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C37).

 # The combined weight of satellites is 1,500 kg.
 # It also included 650 kg remote-sensing Cartosat-2 

and two nano-satellites (IA and IB) weighing 15 kg 
each.

Though the Indian space agency had launched 20 satellites 
in one shot on June 22, 2016, the launch of 104 satellites 
surpassed the 37 satellites launch record set in June 2014 
and 29 satellites launched by NASA in 2013.
It  left behind the record of US space agency NASA. On 
December 7 last year, ISRO launched remote sensing 
Resourcesat satellite 2A by PSLV C--36 .The satellite, 
weighing 1235 kg, was positioned in sun-synchronous 
orbit.
Satellites Aims:-

 # Its task is to continue the actions of Resourcesat-2 
which was launched in 2011. 

 # Simultaneously to continue the global remote sensing 
data services to users.

 # It provide information about India's forest wealth 
and water resources. 

 # The satellite will provide services for 5 years.
Beside this,in last year September 25 ISRO launched 
eight Satellites by PSLV C-35 and separately installed 
each successfully first time.
Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh releases the 
book titled ‘Veerappan, Chasing the Brigand’ 

The Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh released the 
book titled ‘Veerappan, Chasing the Brigand’, written 
by K. Vijay Kumar, Senior Security Adviser, Ministry of 
Home Affairs. Speaking on the occasion, Rajnath Singh 
said that Vijay Kumar, who was the Chief of the Special 
Task Force (STF) that was behind the killing of Veerappan 
during “Operation Cocoon” in 2004, is a role model for 
the new IPS Officers. Rajnath Singh said the book will be 
a source of valuable inspiration offering insight into the 
tactics that went into the wiping out of the dreaded forest 
brigand on whom a prize money of Rupees 5 crores had 
been declared more than a decade back.
The Union Home Minister said Vijay Kumar has played 
a major role in the MHA with the success of the anti-
Maoist Operations in recent years.
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Former Senior Police Officer D.R. Karthikeyan, Senior 
Journalist  Shekhar Gupta and Kapish G. Mehra, 
Managing Director, Rupa Publications also spoke on the 
occasion.

Vijay Kumar is a former 1975 batch IPS Officer from 
the Tamil Nadu cadre. He headed the prestigious Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel National Police Academy in Hyderabad 
in 2008 and has also served as the Director General of 
Central Reserve Police Force.

India is world’s largest arms importer: SIPRI 

India was the world’s largest importer of major arms in 
the last five years and its overseas procurement was far 
greater than that of China and Pakistan, a Stockholm-
based think-tank said.

As per latest report of the Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute (SIPRI), India accounted for 13% of 
the total global arms import between the years 2012–16 
which is highest among all the countries.

The report said while China was increasingly able to 
substitute arms imports with indigenous products, India 
remained dependent on weapons technology from Russia, 
the US, Europe, Israel and South Korea.

“India was the world’s largest importer of major arms in 
2012–16, accounting for 13 per cent of the global total,” 
the leading think-tank said.

It said India increased its arms imports by 43% between 
2007–11 and 2012–16 and in the last four years its global 
procurement was far greater than those of its regional 
rivals China and Pakistan.

In the last five years, the report found that trade of major 
weapons has increased to its highest volume since the 
Cold War, triggered mainly by sudden spurt in demand 
from Middle East and Asia.

Saudi Arabia was the second largest arms importer in 
2012-16, with an increase of 212% compared with 2007–
11. Arms imports by Qatar went up by 245%.

According to the report, Russia accounted for a 23% share 
of global exports in the period 2012–16 and 70% of its 
arms exports went to India, Vietnam, China and Algeria.

The US was the top arms exporter in 2012–16 with a one- 
third share of global arms exports and its supplies rose 
by 21% compared with 2007–11. Almost half of its arms 
exports went to the Middle East, said the report.

The report said China’s share of global arms exports rose 
from 3.8 to 6.2% between 2007–11 and 2012–16.

“It is now firmly a top-tier supplier, like France 
and Germany which accounted for 6% and 5.6%, 
respectively,” said the think-tank.

India emerges 12th largest holder of US govt securities 
in 16 

India became the 12th largest holder of US government 
securities at the end of 2016, with exposure worth USD 
118.2 billion.
With holdings worth USD 1.09 trillion, Japan remained 
the largest holder of these securities followed by 
neighbouring China with exposure to the tune of USD 
1.06 trillion. Latest data available with the US Treasury 
Department showed that India’s holding stood at USD 
118.2 billion in December last, slightly lower than USD 
118.7 billion seen in November.
At the end of December 2015, India’s exposure was to the 
tune of USD 116.8 billion.
As per the data, India was the 12th largest holder of these 
securities. After Japan and China, Ireland was at the third 
place with holdings worth USD 288.2 billion, followed 
by Cayman Islands (USD 263.5 billion), Brazil (USD 
259.2 billion) and Switzerland (USD 229.3 billion).
Other nations having more holdings than India were 
Luxembourg (USD 223.4 billion), United Kingdom 
(USD 217.1 billion), Hong Kong (USD 191.4 billion), 
Taiwan (USD 189.3 billion) and Belgium (USD 120.4 
billion).
India is at the third place among BRIC grouping after 
China and Brazil in terms of exposure. Russia held 
American government securities worth USD 86.1 billion 
in December 2016. In general, the data reflects foreign 
holdings of US securities collected primarily on the 
basis of custodial data. The Treasury Department stated 
that foreign residents decreased their holdings of long-
term US securities in December; net sales were USD 
13.9 billion. Net sales by private foreign investors were 
USD 32 billion, while net purchases by foreign official 
institutions were USD 18.1 billion.
‘SAATHIYA’ Resource Kit and ‘SAATHIYA SALAH’ 
Mobile App
C K Mishra, Secretary, Health and Family Welfare 
launched the SAATHIYA Resource Kit including 
‘Saathiya Salah’ Mobile App for adolescents on 



20th February 2017 as part of the Rashtriya Kishor 
Swasthya Karyakram (RKSK) program. One of the key 
interventions under the programme is introduction of 
the Peer Educators (Saathiyas) who act as a catalyst for 
generating demand for the adolescent health services and 
imparting age appropriate knowledge on key adolescent 
health issues to their peer groups. In order to equip the 
Saathiyas in doing so, the Health Ministry has launched 
the Saathiya Resource Kit (including ‘Saathiya Salah’ 
Mobile App). 
Introducing the Resource Kit and the Mobile App, C K 
Mishra said that ‘our country is home to 253 million 
adolescents which is largest in the world in terms of 
absolute numbers and when RMNCH programs were 
launched globally, India was the first country to add the 
‘+A’ i.e. adolescent component to the RMNCH, making 
it today’s RMNCH+A program’. He emphasized that 
‘adolescents are the critical mass of asset which in future 
would be the biggest dividends to the country’s economy; 
thereby their health and wellness are of utmost priority’. 
To address and cater to the health and development needs 
of the country’s adolescents, Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare launched Rashtriya Kishor Swasthya 
Karyakram (RKSK) in January 2014. 
RKSK identifies six strategic priorities for adolescents–
1.  Nutrition
2.  Sexual and reproductive health (SRH)
3.  Non-communicable diseases (NCDs)
4.  Substance misuse
5.  Injuries and violence (including gender-based 

violence)
6.  Mental health
The most important component and driving force of 
RKSK program are its Peer Educators and this resource 
kit has been launched to enable them to communicate 
with the adolescents of their community. C K Mishra 
specified that the ‘kit is being launched to enable the 
1.6 lakhs Peer Educators towards taking their job 
forward and answering all the queries in the minds of an 
adolescent in-spite of the plethora of media (Magazines, 
TV, internet etc.) available’. The Peer Educators will be 
trained across the country in a phased manner, ensuring 

optimum use of the resource kit, which is a ready source 
of a range of communication material specially designed 
to help the Peer Educator to be recognized and respected 
as ‘saathiya’, a good friend for the adolescents. 
This Resource Kit comprises -
i) Activity Book
ii) Bhranti-Kranti Game 
iii) Question-Answer Book 
iv) Peer Educator Diary. 
In addition to the kit, the mobile app ‘Saathiya Salah’ 
(downloadable from Google play-store) was launched, 
which acts as a ready information source for the 
adolescents in case they are unable to interact with the 
Peer Educators. The mobile app is also linked to another 
important piece of cost-effective information platform of 
a toll-free Saathiya Helpline (1800-233-1250) which will 
act as an e-counselor. While the short films will be played 
by the Peer Educators at their group meetings, the activity 
book and games will bring about discussion and resolve 
adolescent queries. Encashing on mobile technology, the 
shy adolescents or those unable to interact with the peer 
educators due to family reasons, can access the information 
through the free mobile app as well the toll free helpline. 
Among senior officials of the Ministry at the launch, also 
present were the representatives of Development Partners 
(UNFPA, PFI) who contributed to development of the 
Resource Kit. Mr. Diega Polacios, Country Director, 
UNFPA stated that ‘the Resource Kit has being designed 
to present the Peer Educators with key information on 
adolescent health, which would then enable them to 
communicate the same and help the adolescents at the 
grass root/village level’. Further at the launch, demo of 
the Mobile App was conducted wherein a mock call was 
made to the Saathiya Helpline by Secretary (HFW).
Why SAATHIYA Resource Kit was launched for the 
RKSK program? 
The SAATHIYA resource kit was launched to enable peer 
educators to communicate with the adolescents of their 
community. The kit will help the 1.6 lakh per educators 
in taking forward their job by answering all queries that 
are generated in the minds of adolescents.
How Peer Educators would be made effective?
As per a release, the peer educators from across the 
country will be trained in a phased manner about the 
optimum use of the kit, which is a ready source of a 
range of communication material specially designed to 
help them to be recognised and respected as ‘saathiya’, a 
good friend for the adolescents..
The Resource Kit was developed by the help of United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and Population 
Foundation of India (PFI). The two institutions acted as the 
development partners of the SAATHIYA Resource Kit.
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OSCAR WINNERS
Best Picture Moonlight

Actor in a Leading Role Casey Affleck, Manchester by the Sea   

Actress in a Leading Role Emma Stone, La La Land

Actor in a Supporting Role Mahershala Ali,Moonlight

Actress in a Supporting Role Viola Davis,Fences

Animated Feature Film Zootopia, B.Howard, R. Moore and Clark Spencer

Cinematography La La Land, Linus Sandgren

Costume Design Colleen Atwood, Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them.

Directing Damien Chazelle, La La Land

Documentary (Feature) O.J.: Made in America Ezra Edelman and Caroline Waterlow

Documentary (Short) The White Helmets Orlando von Einsiedel and Joanna…

Film Editing Hacksaw Ridge John Gilbert

Foreign Language Film The Salesman Iran; Directed by Asghar Farhadi

Makeup and Hairstyling Suicide Squad Alessandro Bertolazzi, Giorgio…

Music (Original Score) La La Land Justin Hurwitz

Music (Original Song) City Of Stars from La La Land Music by Justin Hurwitz; Lyric by…

Production Design La La Land David Wasco (Production Design);…

Short Film (Animated) Piper Alan Barillaro and Marc Sondheimer

Short Film (Live Action) Sing Kristof Deák and Anna Udvardy

Sound Editing Arrival Sylvain Bellemare

Sound Mixing Hacksaw Ridge Kevin O'Connell, Andy Wright,…

Visual Effects The Jungle Book Robert Legato, Adam Valdez, 
Andrew…

Writing (Adapted) Moonlight Screenplay by Barry Jenkins; 
Story…

Writing (Original) Manchester by the Sea Written by Kenneth Lonergan

Dolby Theatre at the Hollywood & Highland Centre
Sunday, February 26, 2017

Honouring movies released in 2016.
Ceremony hosted by: Jimmy Kimmel.

The Academy Awards, or "Oscars", is given by the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (AMPAS). 
Winners are awarded a copy of a statuette, officially 

called the Academy Award of Merit. It is also known as 
Oscar Awards. The first Academy Awards presentation 
was held on May 16, 1929. 

THE 89TH ACADEMY AWARDS|2017: I-II
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 # In order to reduce the cyber-attacks RBI is about to 
setup an Inter disciplinary standing committee on 
cyber security.

 # This is recommended by the committee of experts 
of Information technology examination and cyber 
security chaired by the Meena Hemchandra executive 
director of RBI

 # The aim of the Inter disciplinary standing committee 
on cyber security is to find out inherent threats in 
emerging technology and device policies accordingly 
by looking at the cyber security risks on  Debit Cards.

 # In 2016 there was a biggest event of hacking of a 
debit card data in india in which around 32 lakh debit 
cards security was compromised.

RBI & CYBER SECURITY
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INDIAN PSU AND ORGANISATION HEADS
India Trade Promotion Organization (ITPO) 

LC Goyal, (CMD)

Export Credit Guarantee Corporation of India 

Limited (ECGC) 

Geetha Muralidhar (CMD) 

Minerals and Metals Trading Corporation Limited 

(MMTC) 

Mr. Ved Prakash (CMD)

National Centre for Trade Information (NCTI) 

Ms Neeta Verma (Chairman)

State Trading Corporation of India Limited (STCI) 

Shri Rajiv Chopra (CMD)

Indian Telephone Industries Limited (ITI Limited) 

Shri S. Gopu, (CMD)

Defence Research and Development Organization 

(DRDO): 

Dr. S. Christopher (Chairman)

Aeronautical Development Agency (ADA) 

CD Balaji, Director

Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL) 

Varanasi Udaya Bhaskar (CMD)

Bharat Earth Movers Limited

D K Hota (CMD) 

Bharat Electronics Limited 

M V Gowtama (Chairman and CEO)




