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1) genomic (adj)–genetic

2) inter alia (adv)– along with Bring genomic sequencing into 
the pandemic fight
Emerging variants, with (1) /evidence of higher 
transmissibility (2)/and immune escape, 
(3)/demands re-strategised responses(4)

If there is one tool in the COVID-19 pandemic response, which 
India has been slow in adoption and has used sub-optimally, it is 
genomic sequencing. An effective (1)/(COVID-19 pandemic 
response(2)/ require, inter alia, keeping (3)/ track of emerging 
variants (4) (total 10 till now including variants of interest and 
concern) and then conducting further studies about their 
transmissibility, immune escape and potential to cause severe 
disease. 
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State interventions, Lakshadweep’s 
future
The archipelago’s integration into the mainstream should 
not lead to emotional alienation and physical damage

The Lakshadweep Administration, (1)/that is now facing a storm over 
(2)/ its draft rules introduced (3)/by its Administrator, has now provided 
a fresh rationale for its proposals(4), shifting from public policy to public 
purpose ignoring public interest, whereas the strategic issue is the 
interplay of ecological fragility, insular cultural geography and strategic 
location. There are two competing visions for its future. NITI Aayog, in 
2019, identified water villas and land-based tourism projects as the 
development issue faced by the islands, suggested zoning based on land 
acquisition and focused on sustainable development ignoring the fragile 
environment and culture. 

3) integration (noun)–
combination

4) storm over (phrase)– to 
attack or capture something

5) Insular (adj)– narrow 
minded
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6) procure (verb)–to get 
possession

7) salutary (adj)–
beneficial

A necessary reversion
The changes in (1)/vaccine policy should help (2)/ to 
improve India’s (3)/response to the pandemic(4)

The Centre has announced a much-needed course correction in India’s 
vaccination policy with Prime Minister Narendra Modi taking the podium 
to announce that the month-old decision to leave States to procure
vaccines on their own for their 18-44 population would be ending in two 
weeks. States were allowed (1)/ procuring 25% of the vaccines 
manufactured (2)/ and the Centre 50%, a policy that the (3)/ Supreme 
Court termed “irrational and arbitrary”(4). The Court’s comments have 
had a salutary effect. From June 21, the Centre will be procuring 75% and 
States will no longer have to pay vaccine companies for the same.
Vaccines will continue to be free for all those who choose to get their shot 
at government centres. 
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1) The Minister may have exceeded the powers 
conferred on him by Parliament.

Meaning: bestow on (verb)
Synonyms: present with/to, grant to
Antonyms: withhold

2) The treatment was efficacious in some cases.
Meaning: effective (adj)
Synonyms: successful, effectual
Antonyms: inefficacious
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3) His complacency and reprehensible laxity.
Meaning: deplorable (adj)
Synonyms: disgraceful discreditable
Antonyms: creditable

4) The memory of the conversation still vexed him.
Meaning: annoy (verb)
Synonyms: irritate, infuriate
Antonyms: mollify
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