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The fig leaf of patent protection has to 
drop
The U.S.-supported patent waiver in the COVID fight has the 
potential to bring in much-needed global health equity

The decision of the President of the United States, Joe Biden, to support the 
India-South Africa proposal, seeking a waiver of patent protection for 
technologies needed to combat and contain COVID-19, comes as a shot in the 
arm for global health. The proposal that was placed before the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) had been facing resistance from several high income 
countries including the U.S. administration. A change in the American position 
supporting a temporary waiver could act as a catalyst for building consensus in 
favour of that proposal when it comes up for fresh consideration at the WTO in 
June. However, the path ahead is not clear. While France and Russia have 
declared support, Germany has voiced its opposition.

1) fig leaf – camouflage

2) catalyst– activator
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Rent issues as an ignored COVID 
stress point
The second wave has amplified the issue of rent which does 
not draw much attention as food and income support do

As State governments have begun implementing weekend curfews and 
lockdown-like conditions amid the second wave of COVID, there is another 
issue that is emerging — rent crises within informal rental housing 
markets. 

The second wave of COVID-19 has shown us the consequences of not 
preparing in advance. We cannot afford to not think ahead on the income 
and rent shocks that will follow this second wave as they did during the 
first wave. In doing so, urban safety nets must bring together food, income 
and rent so that no person should be forced to make an impossible choice 
between roti and makaan.
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3) discord– conflict

4) sustain– endure

5) accused– blamed

6) constituent– part

Assam discord
The BJP’s kind of identity politics is difficult to sustain over the 
longer term

A combination of welfarism, communalism and smart though daring alliances 
helped the BJP win a second consecutive term in Assam. The party and its 
allies, the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) and United People’s Party Liberal 
(UPPL), won 75 of the 126 seats in the State. A 10-party alliance, or Mahajot, 
around the Congress-AIUDF axis turned out to be no match for the BJP. A 
third front of Assamese nationalists, the Assam Jatiya Parishad (AJP) and 
Raijor Dal, could win only one seat. The Congress and AIUDF have accused it 
of helping the BJP. The BJP performed well in Upper Assam, and the Barak 
Valley, though marginally weaker than its 2016 performance. With its 
newfound ally UPPL, the BJP outperformed the Mahajot, which had the 
Bodoland People’s Front (BPF) as a constituent in the Bodo region. 
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7) at bay– away

8) took a backseat –
undermine/ reduce

9) usher– guide/ pave the way

10) erstwhile– former

11) task cut out– difficult job 
to do

A difficult union
As Chief Minister of Puducherry, Rangasamy will find it 
difficult to keep ally BJP at bay

A change of guard in Puducherry, where governance and 
development took a backseat from mid-2016 due to continuing 
friction between the elected government and Raj Nivas, ushers in 
hope for its people. The electorate’s frustration with the erstwhile
Congress government was amply reflected with just two of its 14 
candidates getting elected, as opposed to 15 last time. At the same 
time, All India NR Congress (AINRC) founder N. Rangasamy, who on 
Friday took oath as Chief Minister for the fourth time, has his task 
cut out, administratively and politically. For the first time he will be 
heading a coalition government with the BJP, whose cabinet 
composition is in the making. 
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12) infer– conclude

13) cohesive– close-
knit/united

The people are looking forward to quality governance and 
public service delivery in the midst of the COVID-19 second 
wave. It would be safe to infer that the electorate had 
backed the AINRC-BJP alliance in anticipation that the 
cordiality between the Territorial administration and the 
Centre would yield dividends. Their expectations are 
legitimate as no less than Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
pitched to them the promise of making Puducherry the 
BEST (Business hub, Education hub, Spiritual hub and 
Tourism hub). But such acronyms are easier to coin than 
implement. There needs to be cohesive action from the 
allies to translate them into action.
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1) The documents of national security 
importance are routinely embargoed.

Ban, bar, allow, prohibit
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2) He commenced an arduous journey.

onerous, taxing, difficult, easy
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3) Plans to reopen the school have been 
shelved.

lay aside, pigeonhole, stay, carry out
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With not more than 150 words write a 
paragraph on 

“DIGITAL INDIA”

Points to cover:
1) When was the campaign introduced
2) Purpose 
3) Impact 
4) Progress till date
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✅ Full Length Mocks with Video solutions
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✅ eBooks
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