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New dawn in Dravidian politics
It is reasonable to expect Dravidian ideology to continue its 
transformational journey under DMK rule

The Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) has emerged victorious in the 
2021 Tamil Nadu Assembly elections, a win that falls short of earlier 
projections of a landslide but one that can be considered a resounding 
vindication of its high-voltage Dravidian-values campaign. What do the 
tumultuous events of the past few months, culminating in the election 
results, mean for the State and its politics?

There are two broad issues to consider: first, what the DMK’s victory at 
the hustings means for governance in Tamil Nadu, a State that has prided 
itself for delivering at a high level on human development and mass 
welfare policies; and second, what the change of leadership wrought by 
this election tells us about recent tectonic shifts in Dravidian politics and 
its prognosis.

1) vindication– justification

2) tumultuous– loud

3) hustings –
electioneering

4) Prognosis – forecast
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5) touted –proclaim/ 
conceal

A CT scan for COVID merits a word 
of caution
Going by data and the risk factors, its widespread use in 
diagnosing the infectious disease needs to be questioned

There are broadly three reasons why we perform tests in clinical medicine: 
diagnosis (what is the disease?), etiognosis (what caused a disease?), and 
prognosis (how will the disease evolve?). It is also important that the 
outcome of a test should guide treatment in some way, especially when it 
is being touted as being a monitoring test that provides unique information 
that cannot be obtained by easier means. Considering how widespread the 
use of computerised tomography (CT) scans of the thorax during the novel 
coronavirus pandemic has been, one would assume that the test would 
satisfy one, if not all the above criteria, for an accurate diagnostic test.
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6) ceiling– roof/vault

Against excess
In Maratha case, SC holds fast to quota ceiling and 
requires special reasons to exceed it

In striking down the separate reservation given to Maharashtra’s 
Maratha community, the Supreme Court has underscored the 
importance of adhering to the 50% limit on total reservation, as well as 
the need to justify any excess by showing the existence of exceptional 
circumstances. In a decision that will be quite unpalatable to 
mainstream parties, the Court has not only found no merit in the 
Maratha claim to backwardness but also said the community is 
adequately represented in public services. It is no surprise that the 
Maratha quota, given by Maharashtra through a 2018 law, did not 
survive judicial scrutiny by a Constitution Bench. on.
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7) proposition– theory

8) vaunted– esteem Sudden death
The IPL this year was a risky proposition, and a breach of the 
bio-bubble was always possible

The Indian Premier League’s suspension effective from Tuesday was an 
inevitable full stop considering India’s continuing trauma with COVID-19 and 
the breach of the tournament’s much-vaunted bio-bubble. Until the 
emergence of the COVID-positive results of Kolkata Knight Riders’ Sandeep 
Warrier and Varun Chakravarthy; Sunrisers Hyderabad’s Wriddhiman Saha; 
Delhi Capitals’ Amit Mishra, Chennai Super Kings’ bowling coach L. Balaji and 
a member of the squad’s logistics staff, the Board of Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCI) was in denial-mode, firmly believing that its bio-bubble protocols 
cannot be breached. BCCI officials also insisted that the league is not a super-
spreader like election rallies or other permitted activities where crowds were 
allowed to assemble. 
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1) His regime had not been tarnished by 
human rights abuses.

Meaning: sully (verb)
Synonyms: besmirch, blacken
Antonyms: enhance
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2) Calamitous events as fires, hurricanes, 
and floods.

Meaning: disastrous (adj)
Synonyms: catastrophic, cataclysmic
Antonyms: good, advantageous
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3) One of the top clubs in the country is 
bringing the game into disrepute.

Meaning: disgrace (noun)
Synonyms: shame, dishonour
Antonyms: honour
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4) Those in the streets were stifled by the 
fumes.

Meaning: suffocate (adj)
Synonyms: choke, asphyxiate
Antonyms: cold, chilly
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1. Dissection of a dead body to 
find the cause of death. 

(1) biopsy 
(2) investigation 
(3) surgery 
(4) autopsy
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2. A person without training or 
experience in a skill or subject

(1) chaplain
(2) mason
(3) artisan 
(4) novice
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3. One who stays away from 
school with permission

(1) pedant
(2) supplicant
(3) mendicant
(4) truant
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4. The act of killing a whole group 
of people, especially a whole race 

(1) patricide 
(2) parricide 
(3) matricide 
(4) genocide
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5. A government in which all 
religions are honoured

(1) communist
(2) socialistic
(3) secular
(4) capitalist
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6. A place where government/ 
public records are kept 

(1) archive 
(2) museum 
(3) shelf 
(4) cellar
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7. Living together of a man and 
woman without being married to 
each other 

(1) marriage 
(2) equipage 
(3) lineage 
(4) concubinage 
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8. Too much official formality 

(1) bureaucracy 
(2) red-tapism
(3) nepotism 
(4) formalism

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; telegram- @srayamahendras

9. Dry weather with no rainfall 

(1) draught 
(2) draft 
(3) drought 
(4) desert
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10. A jocular person who is full of 
amusing anecdotes 

(1) wile 
(2) yokel 
(3) wag 
(4) aeon
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