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Clearing a low bar
The govt. must revisit spectrum auction formats, 
unrealistic pricing, regulatory norms

India’s the latest auction of telecommunications 
spectrum is a qualified success from the Centre’s 
perspective, mainly because the winning bids 
cumulatively exceeded the government’s own low 
expectations for receipts from the sale of airwaves



Contact me: https://t.me/srayaenglish

A total of 855.6 megahertz was successfully bid for —
out of the 2,308.8 MHz that was on offer — as the 
three largest telecom services providers sought for 
optimise their purchases of radio spectrum by 
seeking to acquire only what they deemed essential 
airwaves, either as renewal or for strengthening their 
network, while entirely avoiding costlier bandwidth 
offerings. The newest entrant to the industry, 
Reliance Jio, was also the most acquisitive, 
accounting for close to 60% of the spectrum bought 
at 488.35 MHz and contributed almost three-fourth 
of the ₹77,815 crore that the Department of 
Telecommunications garnered from the sale. 
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That Jio’s ₹57,123 crore by itself surpassed the 
government’s estimate of ₹45,000-₹50,000 crore for 
takings from the auction where the reserve price for 
the entire spectrum on offer across seven bands 
amounted to about ₹3.92-lakh crore, tells its own tale. 
Clearly cognizant of the prevailing overall economic 
circumstances amid the COVID-19 pandemic as well as 
the high level of indebtedness in the industry is 
leading the government to have tempered its 
expectations to a more realistic level. 
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Still, the Centre can hardly be sanguine about an 
outcome where a mere 37% of the airwaves on offer 
found takers.In a repeat of the 2016 auction’s 
outcome, the significantly more efficient 700 MHz was 
yet again shunned by all bidders given its prohibitive 
reserve price. It is a little hard to fathom the 
government’s approach to pricing this nationally 
valuable resource, especially given its avowed 
intention of accelerating the digitisation of the 
economy including the broadening and deepening of 
the digital delivery of the multitude of public services 
to India’s farthest reaches. 
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The relatively low frequency 700 MHz, for instance, 
is considered as ideal for enhancing network 
availability and reach in the highly urbanised
settings of large, densely built-up cities where the 
issue of poor signal penetration inside buildings is a 
perpetual bugbear for users and providers alike. For 
all the brave talk on the auction’s outcome 
providing assurance, the nation’s telecom 
authorities need to take a hard look at the entire 
policy framework that has contributed a fair share 
to the current precarity in the industry. 
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From auction formats that may no longer be 
relevant given the sharply reduced number of 
players, to grossly unrealistic pricing of spectrum, 
and regulatory norms and tax practices that 
threaten to tip the sector into a fractious duopoly, 
the government has its task cut out. It must now act 
quickly to ensure it does not end up hurting the 
very sector that has become a key multiplier of 
economic empowerment and progress.
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1. Spectrum (noun)-
the distance or extent between possible extremes 

synonyms- diapason/gamut/range/scale/spread/stretch
antonyms- incapability/leave/stand still/periapsis

2. Sought (verb)-
to go in search of 

synonyms- hunted/looked up/pursued/quested
antonyms- hid/lost/ignored/neglected
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3. Acquisitive (adj)-
having or marked by an eager and often selfish desire especially for material 
possessions. 

synonyms- covetous/grabby/grasping/mercenary
antonyms- altruistic/bounteous/bountiful/charitable

4. Surpassed (verb)-
to be greater, better, or stronger than.

synonyms- beat/bettered/eclipsed/exceeded
antonyms- keep quiet/unify/respect
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5. Cognizant (adj)-
having specified facts or feelings actively impressed on the mind. 

synonyms- alive/apprehensive/aware/conscious
antonyms- insensible/oblivious/unaware
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1) Parents who have amenable children are blessed.

Meaning: compliant (adjective)
Synonyms: acquiescent, biddable
Antonyms: uncooperative

2) Both tried to behave as if nothing untoward had happened.

Meaning: unexpected (adj)
Synonyms: unanticipated, unforeseen
Antonyms: expected
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3) The breach is not so serious as to amount to a repudiation of the whole 
contract.

Meaning: rejection (noun)
Synonyms: renunciation, abandonment
Antonyms: confirmation

4) They spent a furtive day together.

Meaning: secret (adj)
Synonyms: secretive, surreptitious
Antonyms: open
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1) Anything written in a letter after it is 

signed

a) posterity 

b) postdiction

c) postscript

d) corrigendum
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1) To cross swords

a) To be agile and active

b) To keep calm

c) To think coherently

d) None of these
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