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A transient high
Record GST inflows are heartening, but major risks lie ahead

India’s GST regime could not have hoped for a better start to its fifth year. 
Revenues from the tax hit an all-time high of ₹1,41,384 crore in April, 
surpassing the previous month’s record of about ₹1.24 lakh crore. After a 
disastrous period for the economy following last year’s national lockdown, 
GST revenues hit ₹1.05 lakh crore in October and have shown a steady 
uptick since then, in tandem with hopes of a sustained recovery. April’s 
numbers, which are essentially driven by the transactions in March, were 
bolstered by heightened economic activity, no doubt. The spectre of rising 
COVID-19 cases and the fear of an impending lockdown could also have 
driven people to make advance purchases in anticipation. Moreover, firms 
in the process of closing annual accounts may have remitted higher GST 
based on audit advice, while a gradual tightening of the compliance 
regime, and pro-active co-ordinated probes against taxpayers using fake 
bills to evade liabilities, have played no small part. 

1) transient – temporary

2) heartening– encouraging

3) surpassing – remarkable

4) tandem – back-to-back

5) bolstered– supported
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6) deterrence –
discouragement

7) congressional–legislative

8) steer–drive

9) summitry–summit 
meetings collectively

The nuclear challenge
North Korea’s economic worries and the U.S.’s nuclearisation
concerns need addressing

President Joe Biden’s call for “stern deterrence” in response to North 
Korea’s nuclear programme and Pyongyang’s angry reaction, accusing the 
Biden administration of being “hostile”, suggest that both countries are 
headed towards a diplomatic showdown. In his first congressional address 
last week, Mr. Biden said the nuclear programmes of Iran and North Korea 
posed a “serious threat to America’s security and world security” and 
promised to respond through “diplomacy and stern deterrence”. His 
administration has also completed a review of the U.S.’s North Korea 
policy. Biden is likely to steer between Barack Obama’s “strategic patience” 
and Donald Trump’s top-level summitry in dealing with the North Korean 
nuclear challenge. North Korea has remained an unresolved foreign policy 
puzzle for all post-War American Presidents. 
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10) gauge – scale

11) ravaging– devastating

12) fatality– death

Under-reporting does hurt the COVID 
fight
Without good data, accurate projections are impossible, 
making it difficult to gauge the true state of the pandemic

India, now home to the world’s worst ongoing coronavirus pandemic, is 
currently reporting nearly a million new cases and 10,000 deaths every three 
days, according to data released by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
(covid19india.org). The true extent of the second wave now ravaging India is 
likely much worse than official numbers suggest….

In a recent study, epidemiological models attempt to capture covert 
infections by accounting for unreported, but infectious individuals. Expected 
deaths are then estimated from the estimated number of infections and 
assumed infection fatality rates based on historical data…
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13) circumvents– avoid

A ‘One Health’ approach that targets 
people, animals
The battle against COVID-19 should also be used as an 
opportunity to meet India’s ‘One Health’ targets

Studies indicate that more than two-thirds of existing and emerging 
infectious diseases are zoonotic, or can be transferred between animals and 
humans, and vice versa, when the pathogen in question originates in any life 
form but circumvents the species barrier. Another category of diseases, 
“anthropozoonotic” infections, gets transferred from humans to animals. The 
transboundary impact of viral outbreaks in recent years such as the Nipah
virus, Ebola, Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), Middle East 
Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) and Avian Influenza has further reinforced the 
need for us to consistently document the linkages between the environment, 
animals, and human health.
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1) He augmented his summer income by 
painting houses.

Meaning: increase (verb)
Synonyms: add to, supplement
Antonyms: decrease
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2) A product claiming to help you get 
ripped abs in a few hours is mendacious
advertising.

Meaning: lying (adj)
Synonyms: untruthful, dishonest
Antonyms: truthful
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3) He found his boss's utterances too 
cryptic.

Meaning: enigmatic (adj)
Synonyms: mysterious, confusing
Antonyms: straightforward
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4) No wonder he looked so dour.

Meaning: stern (adj)
Synonyms: unsmiling, unfriendly
Antonyms: cheerful
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1) Put your shoes _____ it's too cold to walk 
around barefoot.

A) Down
B) On 
C) Up
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2) You must get ____ now or you will be late 
for 
school.

A) Down
B) On 
C) Up
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3) Sit ____, please. I'll be with you in a 
minute.

A) Down
B) On 
C) Up
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4) Could you write this word ___ for me, 
please?

A) Down
B) On 
C) Up

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; telegram- @srayamahendras

5) Don't give ____ singing. You are very 
talented.

A) Down
B) On 
C) Up
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