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A mirror to the future of Tamil Nadu 
and India
The DMK must use its win to sustain pluralism at the national 
level and also guard the State’s trajectory of development

Having been in power for two terms, it was clear that it was not going to be 
easy for the All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK) to win 
again. Further, given that the AIADMK was always seen to be held together 
by strong personalities, many anticipated an implosion following the passing 
away of former Chief Minister and party leader Jayalalithaa. Nevertheless, 
the Tamil Nadu Assembly election was closely fought. Under these 
circumstances, what does the victory of the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) mean for the future of the State and for the pan-Indian polity?

1) pluralism – diversity

2) trajectory– path/ 
course

3) Implosion – rapture/ 
breakdown
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4) mandate –instruction

5) cliffhanger–
suspenser/thriller

6) brazenly–impulsively

7) defections–absconding

Bengal’s mandate, a turning point 
in national politics
It was hardly a cliffhanger, with the TMC tapping into 
the distress caused by the Narendra Modi regime

The BJP’s attempts to brazenly polarise the elections on communal 
lines have clearly backfired. So has its strategy to capture power in 
the State by engineering large-scale defections from the TMC. While 
the TMC may have many skeletons in its cupboard, the BJP’s 
desperate attempts to grab power in the State by manipulating the 
central agencies and misusing the pending corruption cases 
appeared as acts of “invasion”. The fact that the BJP does not have a 
single Bengali leader who can pose a credible challenge to Ms. 
Banerjee, added to that perception of “outsiders”.
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8) incumbents– office holder

9) myriad– mass

10) apparent– evident/clear

11) apparent– evident/clear

Clear and distinct
The verdicts in the Assembly elections hold different 
lessons for different parties

Elections present an opportunity for political change, but voters at 
times prefer the familiar comfort of continuity and reward performance 
over promise. Assam, West Bengal and Kerala have voted for the 
incumbents, while Tamil Nadu and Puducherry have voted for change. 
There is no one theme that can explain how the voters responded to 
the myriad political choices before them. Parties with strong and visible 
leadership might have the same appeal as leaders that show empathy 
for their daily struggles. While Hindutva nationalism won Assam for the 
BJP, in West Bengal, Tamil Nadu and Kerala, its limits became apparent. 
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In fact, M.K. Stalin in Tamil Nadu, and Pinarayi Vijayan in 
Kerala, both known critics of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, offered an ideological alternative to the politics of 
the BJP although it was not a direct contender for power 
directly in either State. In contrast, the Congress’s efforts 
to arrest its slide and gather its wits did not yield much. 
The results have exposed more chinks in its armour, while 
regional parties offered robust resistance to the BJP.

In West Bengal, Mamata Banerjee mobilised Bengali sub-
nationalism that stopped the rampaging march of 
Hindutva at the borders, at least for now. This was the 
first serious bid of the BJP for power in Bengal. Though it 
fell far short of its boasts, the BJP’s rise is remarkable —
from three seats in 2016 to 81 now. 

12) contender– challenger/ 
opponent

13) rampaging – storming
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With the Left and the Congress nearly obliterated, the BJP 
is now a force to reckon with in the State. But what got it 
so far may not necessarily take it any further. In fact, the 
popular reaction against the BJP’s crude communalism 
and deployment of its workers from other States was so 
intense that people left aside all their complaints against 
the incumbent Trinamool Congress government. The BJP’s 
strategy for West Bengal has been costly in terms of public 
health, institutional credibility, social harmony and even 
bilateral ties with a friendly neighbouring country, 
Bangladesh. Though the BJP lost, the damage caused by its 
maximalist campaign cannot be easily undone. The State is 
staring at an explosion in COVID-19 infections, and Ms. 
Banerjee has her task cut out, entering into her third term 
as Chief Minister. The style and substance of the 
Trinamool’s politics and governance must change for the 
better

14) obliterated – destroyed

15) reckon– to settle 
accounts/ judge

16) unpalatable– difficult to 
put up with or accept/ 
upsetting.
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1) Forces were deployed at strategic 
locations.

Meaning: position (verb)
Synonyms: station, post
Antonyms: concentrate
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2) He was astute enough to guess the 
motive behind his gesture.

Meaning: shrewd (adj)
Synonyms: sharp,-witted sharp
Antonyms: stupid
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3) He was forced to dismiss his closest 
political ally.

Meaning: associate (noun)
Synonyms: colleague, friend
Antonyms: enemy, opponent
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4) He mustn't dawdle if it is necessary to 
make the call.

Meaning: linger (verb)
Synonyms: dally, take one's time
Antonyms: hurry
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1) Ram had an aversion (A) / to addiction 
and would (B) / avoid going to partyes (C) 
/ with his friends. (D) / All correct (E)

2) Lio was working (A) / overtime because 
(B) / she had to prepare (C) / for an 
important meating. (D) / All correct (E)

3) Rani was found (A) / of her pet dog and 
she was a proud (B) / owner of many 
unique (C) / animals. (D) / All correct (E)
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4) Ali was not only very intelligent (A) /   
but also very sincere (B) / and would 
always strand (C) / first in his class. (D) /   
All correct (E)

5) The kidnappers (A) called and / asked for 
ransom (B) / and threatened (C) / to kill 
Mr. Raju’s son if their demands (D) / were 
not met. All correct (E)
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Write a paragraph with not more 
than 150 words on “international 
labour day”

1) VIKALP SINGH
2) ANITA KASHYAP
3) AYANTIKA GHOSH
4) SUBHANGI
5) RIYA
6) SWAPNIL
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VIKALP SINGH
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ANITA KASHYAP
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AYANTIKA GHOSH
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SUBHANGI
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RIYA
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SWAPNIL
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