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• CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
a) synonyms
b) antonyms
c) one word
d) idioms

• VOCABULARY FROM ARTICLE + 
ANALYSIS
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Q1. Choose the synonym of

‘Perquisite’.

1. minus

2. perk

3. prerequisite

4. perforce
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Q2. Choose the synonym of

‘Rendition’.

1. procurement

2. recur

3. render

4. performance
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Q3. Choose the synonym of

‘Nullify’.

1. ratify

2. validate

3. confirm

4. repeal
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Q4. Choose the synonym

of ‘Rumpus’.

1. peace

2. disturbance

3. disdain

4. romper
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Q5. Choose the synonym

of ‘Promulgate’.

1. fail

2. publicize

3. entitle

4. pertain
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Q6. Choose the antonym of

‘Aquiline’.

1. hooked

2. curved

3. straight

4. bent
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Q7. Choose the antonym of

‘Besotted’.

1. indifferent

2. infatuated

3. smitten

4. bestowed

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; English_MahendrasLive

Q8. Choose the antonym of

‘Credulous’.

1. gullible

2. naïve

3. worldly

4. impressionable
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Q9. Choose the antonym of

‘Lament’.

1. rejoice

2. sorrow

3. wail

4. moan
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Q10. Choose the antonym
of ‘Rabid’.

1. extreme

2. fanatical

3. moderate

4. overzealous
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Q11. Able to use the left hand and
right hand equally well

(1) ambivert
(2) ambidextrous
(3) ambivalent
(4) ambitious
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Q12. A child born after the 
death of its father

(1) an orphan
(2) a deprived child
(3) a waif
(4) a posthumous child
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Q13. A movement of part of 
the body to express an idea or 
feeling

(1) jibe 
(2) gesture
(3) pose 
(4) mimicry
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Q14. A legal agreement by which a
person borrows money from a
bank usually to buy a house

(1) document 
(2) mortgage
(3) lease 
(4) invoice
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Q15. Failing to discharge one's 
duty

(1) debacle 
(2) dereliction
(3) Determination
(4) deterrent
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Q16. The police caught the thief red
handed.

(1) in a red uniform
(2) with blood in hands
(3) at the time of committing the crime
(4) after reading the rules
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Q17. I was so disappointed when my
close friend left me in the lurch.

(1) went away without waiting for me
(2) helped me in difficult times
(3) abandoned me when I needed help
(4) stopped helping me in emergency
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Q18. Some people do not 
grease anybody’s palm on any
account.

(1) bribe 
(2) flatter
(3) cheat 
(4) fight
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Q19. Tagore was a man of letters.

(1) of wide contacts
(2) an excellent letter dictator
(3) a great writer of letters
(4) proficient in literary art
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Q20. - His friends beat the boy 
to pay off old scores.

(1) to refund old dues
(2) to take revenge
(3) to force him to be a scorer in
a match
(4) because he had not scored
well earlier
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Relief and recompense
The judiciary did well to assert the rights of pandemic-hit 
workers and families

It is a matter of relief and satisfaction that the Supreme 
Court has prodded the Union government to perform its 
statutory duty of fixing a compensation for the families of 
those who lost their kin to the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
order comes close on the heels of a slew of directions on 
registering the country’s vast unorganised workforce and 
its army of inter-State labourers on a national database and 
ensuring that none of them went hungry. 
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On the issue of making an ex gratia payment to those affected by 
the pandemic, a notified disaster under the Disaster 
Management Act, the Centre initially took the untenable stand 
that it lacked the financial resources to compensate for every 
COVID-19 death. However, it later admitted that it was not the 
adequacy of resources that made it avoid any compensation, but 
rather its decision to prioritise expenditure in response to the 
pandemic. It is indeed true that unlike more frequent disasters 
such as cyclones, earthquakes and floods, a pandemic that has 
hit every country is not a one-time calamity, but an ongoing and 
prolonged phenomenon. 
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However, the Court has rightly found that this was not reason 
enough for the Government to evade its duty to include ex gratia 
assistance on account of loss of life in its guidelines for 
“minimum standards of relief” to those hit by the disaster. The 
Court correctly did not fix a compensation amount for each 
death, leaving it to a policy decision by the National Disaster 
Management Authority and the Centre.

In an earlier order, the Court dealt with the need for 
comprehensive registration of all inter-State and unorganised
workers in the country. It is unfortunate that it needed a 
pandemic, and the resulting humanitarian, social and economic 
crisis for millions of workers, to give an impetus to the process. 
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The Supreme Court, while disposing of suo motu proceedings on 
the miseries of migrant labourers, has now fixed a deadline of 
December 31 this year for all States and Union Territories to 
complete the process. The Centre has been given a deadline of 
July 31 to make available a portal for its National Database for 
Unorganised Workers (NDUW) project so that it may be used for 
registering unorganised workers across the country. However, the 
Union government, which was directed to make such a common 
module available to the States as far back as in August 2018, 
claimed the work on developing the portal was affected due to 
the fallout of the pandemic. The Court has pulled up the Union 
Labour Ministry for its “apathy and lackadaisical attitude” and 
directed that the process of registration should begin by July 31. 
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The verdicts open up the possibility that the inter-State and 
unorganised workers will at last be able to reap the benefits of 
welfare laws enacted for them. These interventions signify the 
rejuvenation and assertion of a court seen as somewhat reticent 
until recently.
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1) assert (verb)–declare/ posit/ maintain
2) prodded (verb)-stimulated/ roused
3) kin (noun)– relatives
4) comes close on the heels  (idiom)– to happen very soon
5) slew (noun)– a considerable amount
6) ex gratia (adj)–voluntary/ made out of generosity
7) untenable (adj)–undefendable/flimsy/faulty
8) prolonged (verb)– lengthened /extended
9) evade (verb)– elude/ avoid/ dodge
10) impetus (verb)– momentum/propulsion
11) disposing (verb)–throw out /prompt/ encourage
12) suo motu  (adj)–relating to an action taken by a court of 
its own accord, without any request by the parties involved.
13) miseries (noun)– unhappiness/ distress
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14) pulled up (phrasal verb)–stopped/ halted
15) Apathy (noun)–indifference/ noun
16) lackadaisical (adj)– careless/ lazy
17) verdicts (noun)– judgement
18) Reap (verb)– derive/ receive/ obtain
19) enacted (verb)–pass/ approve
20) interventions (verb)–involvements/ participation
21) rejuvenation (verb)–refresh/renew
22) reticent (adj)– reserved/ withdraw/ introvert
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23) combat-
tackle, attack

24) Intellectual
cerebral, cognitive

25) Repudiation
renunciation, abandonment

26) Nutritious
nutritive, wholesome

FROM THE REST OF THE ARTICLES
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27) Scourge
bane, curse

28) merciless
remorseless, pitiless

29) Advent
appearance, emergence

30) unerring
infallible unswerving

FROM THE REST OF THE ARTICLES
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31) Seize
grasp, snatch

32) frail
weak, weakened

33) Customarily
traditionally, normally

34) ablaze
aflame, on fire

FROM THE REST OF THE ARTICLES
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23) VIBRANT 
24) CHASM 
25) FUGITIVE
26) ADUMBRATE 
27) RAUCOUS 
28) CONSORT
29) ATTUNE
30) CREDENCE 
31) WHIP 
32) INFIRM
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