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1) Ambassadorship -
the post of ambassador

2) apocryphal - of 
doubtful authenticity, 
although widely circulated 
as being true.
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3) Colourable -
appearing to be 
correct or justified, but 
in fact not so.

4) liberty- the power 
or scope to act as one 
pleases.
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5) Overseeing –
supervising

6) drastic – extreme

7) deferred -
postpone
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Special no longer
China is keener on tightening its grip on Hong Kong 
than on widening democratic space

Hong Kong, China’s Special Administrative Region 
(SAR), has served as the mainland’s most important 
gateway to the world for the past 24 years. Since its 
handover from British rule in 1997, the SAR has defied 
expectations that it would lose its unique identity. 
Unlike the mainland, the unique “one country, two 
systems” model guaranteed a high degree of 
autonomy and freedoms, including a free press, the 
right to protest, and a rambunctious political scene 
with a noisy pro-democracy opposition. 

8) Keener –more 
determined.

9) Defied – flout/ 
disobey.

10) rambunctious -
unrestrained.
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Perhaps, most importantly, for the hundreds of 
multinationals, it also enjoyed an independent 
judiciary, a stark contrast from the Communist Party-
controlled courts across the border. This week, 
Beijing dealt a blow to many of those unique 
freedoms. On March 30, the Standing Committee of 
China’s National People’s Congress (NPC), approved 
sweeping changes to Hong Kong’s electoral system 
that will reduce significantly the share of directly 
elected representatives in the SAR’s Legislative 
Council (LegCo). President Xi Jinping signed orders to 
promulgate amended annexes to Hong Kong’s Basic 
Law, the constitution that has governed the SAR and 
ensured its autonomy, marking the biggest change 
since 1997. 

11) stark - striking

12) Dealt a blow – to hit to 
cause harm.

13) Sweeping – broad

14) promulgate –announce.
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While previously 35 of LegCo’s 70 members were directly elected, that 
number has now been reduced to 20, even as the size of the legislature has 
been expanded to 90. The remaining 70 will be nominated from broadly 
pro-establishment groups, thereby ensuring a majority for the pro-Beijing 
camp in perpetuity. The most controversial change is the establishment of a 
Candidate Eligibility Review Committee to decide the eligibility of 
candidates and deem whether they are “patriotic” enough. Its verdicts 
cannot be challenged in the courts, the only standing independent 
institution. Beijing has justified the changes to ensure “patriots” were 
administering Hong Kong and as a response to the 2019 protest movement, 
which was silenced by last year’s stringent national security law. The 
protesters had demanded universal suffrage, promised in the 1997 
handover. That the protest movement had wide backing was clear in the 
2019 district council elections, after which the pro-democracy camp ended 
up with 90% of the seats. 
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That will now count for little, as the amendments no longer give district 
councillors a place either in LegCo or in the Election Committee. With 
the new change and the national security law in place, Beijing’s grip on 
Hong Kong is tighter than ever. While Beijing may succeed in assuaging 
the business community’s concerns with the continued attraction of the 
mainland’s market, it remains no closer to winning the hearts and 
minds of Hongkongers. By reducing the space for democratic 
representation, Beijing appears to have given up efforts to do so, at 
least for now. That the changes are being framed by China as a historic 
political victory does little to change the perception.
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1. When he saw the snake he took to his heels. 

(1) ran away in fear 
(2) went slowly 
(3) walked in fear 
(4) jumped fast
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2. He has to abide by the hard and fast rule of the company. 

(1) flexible 
(2) strict 
(3) difficult 
(4) honest
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3. She goes to her mother’s house off and on. 

(1) frequently 
(2) rarely 
(3) occasionally 
(4) sometimes
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4. The robber murdered, the woman in cold blood for the 
sake of the jewels. 

(1) a murder done without feeling 
(2) a murder done in revenge 
(3) a murder done in great anger 
(4) a murder done in enmity
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5. Indians are going places in the field of software technology. 

(1) going abroad 
(2) going to spaces 
(3) talented and successful 
(4) friendly and amicable 
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6. The poet drew on his fancy, not his knowledge of Nature, 
when he wrote his poem on birds. 

(1) used his understanding 
(2) used his knowledge 
(3) used his imagination 
(4) used his skill
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7. My neighbour had to pay through his nose for a brand new 
car. 

(1) pay huge loans 
(2) pay a reasonable price 
(3) pay an extremely high price 
(4) make a quick buck 
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8. Very ambitious people do not like to rest on their laurels. 

(1) to be unhappy 
(2) to be motivated 
(3) to be impatient 
(4) to be complacent 
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9. If he phones again, I am going to give him a piece of my 
mind. 

(1) to be nice to him 
(2) to take revenge on him 
(3) to reprimand him 
(4) to support him 
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10. The party high command wanted to stave off an open 
battle. 

(1) postpone 
(2) wait and see 
(3) allow it to take its own course 
(4) prevent
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1) Matters were held in abeyance pending further enquiries. 

Meaning: suspension (noun)
Synonyms: suspense, remission 
Antonyms: in hand

2) An attempt was made to explicate the relationship between crime and 
justice.

Meaning: explain (verb)
Synonyms: clarify, spell out
Antonyms: obscure



Contact me: https://t.me/srayaenglish

For Your Any Type of English Related 
Queries Join Telegram Channel : 
English Mahendras Live
Or
Sraya Mahendras English
(srayamahendras)

Get Additional 10% Discount On All 
Products & Services of Mahendra’s at 
mahendras.org 
Use Code : MKHSPC/ E08717



Contact me: https://t.me/srayaenglish


