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The rising sun in India-Japan 
relations
New Delhi should be confident that Prime Minister Yoshihide 
Suga is willing to accord primacy to bilateral ties

Right at the outset, it was clear that the crux of the discussions during this 
first in-person meeting between the newly anointed President of the United 
States, Joe Biden, and Mr. Suga would revolve around China. To begin with, 
Tokyo and Washington drilled down to brass tacks on their joint security 
partnership given the need to address China’s recent belligerence in 
territorial disputes in the South and East China Seas as well as in the Taiwan 
Strait. Both sides affirmed the centrality of their treaty alliance, for long a 
source of stability in East Asia, and pledged to stand up to China in key 
regional flashpoints such as the disputed Senkaku Islands and Taiwan. 

1) accord – grant

2) primacy– priority

3) crux– core

4) brass tacks –
essentials/ basic

5) belligerence–
quarrelsome
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6) Felled –cut down

7) competently–
skillfully

8) hubris–arrogance.

9) ebbed–
recede/retreat.

10) vigilantes–an 
informal group 
performing legal 
actions

Felled by insensitivity, incompetence
A catastrophe has hit India and there is no sign that the 
ferocious second wave is being dealt with competently

A catastrophe has hit India, caused in the main by a combination of arrogance 
and incompetence at the highest levels of the government and political 
leadership. Yet, the hubris has not ebbed and there is no sign that the 
competent have replaced the incompetent in dealing with the ferocious 
second wave of the pandemic.

Since public health services cannot deal with the catastrophe, citizens have 
been left to their devices to, literally, survive. When they seek each other’s 
help to care for the sick in their families, the vigilantes who now prowl our 
virtual and physical streets, threaten violence as they defend the reputation 
of their political heroes.
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11) deter– discourage

12) clamp down – suppress

13) besetting – attacking

14) despotic – authoritarian

15) disrepute – disgrace

A timely warning
SC’s caution against harassing those needing help will 
deter ill-advised action

The Supreme Court has issued a timely warning to the States against 
any attempt to clamp down on the dissemination of information about 
the serious health crisis besetting the country, or calls for help through 
social media from citizens affected by COVID-19. The comment, 
obviously in response to the utterly despotic threat issued by U.P. Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath that those “spreading misinformation” or 
“rumour” would be detained under the National Security Act (NSA) and 
their property seized, will surely help prevent ill-advised action by the 
police and the administration to treat appeals concerning shortage of 
hospital beds, medical oxygen and vital drugs as attempts to bring the 
government into disrepute. 
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Facts and figures
India must be transparent about COVID-19 
deaths to be able to deal better with the crisis

With India’s official death toll from the coronavirus 
crossing 200,000, it is now placed fourth, after the United 
States, Mexico and Brazil. This is just another of the grim
milestones in India’s wrenching journey through the 
pandemic, but it dents the government’s year-long 
endeavour to obfuscate and dodge unpleasant reality. At 
Health Ministry press briefings, officials have long sought 
to convey that India’s death toll as a fraction of its 
population was lower than that of several countries. This is 
fact and continues to be so. 

16) grim – depressing

17) wrenching– twisting

18) dents – weakens

19) obfuscate – confuse
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The three countries with a higher death toll have, per 
million, 1,600-1,800 deaths between them. India’s is only 
about 150. This low count is meant to impress that India 
has done a better job in protecting its people. These 
numbers and the slackening of the coronavirus curve in 
winter even prompted respected scientists to hypothesise
if genetic or peculiar social circumstances had combined 
to confer a certain broad immunity to the vast 
heterogenous population.

On the other hand, a spectrum of independent experts 
have pointed out the problems in the system of death-
reporting in India. Though undercounting deaths in a 
pandemic is expected, the concern in India has been that 
of deliberate omission. 

20) Slackening – loosening/ 
reducing

21) deliberate – intentional
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However, the ferocity of the second wave has brought COVID-19 
deaths into renewed focus. Visuals of bodies and of people on 
the threshold of death from a lack of access to basic medical 
facilities such as oxygen have made it harder for the government 
to convince people that the coronavirus is better controlled in 
India than anywhere else. The aged continue to be the most 
vulnerable to the infection but that India on average being 
younger than the West is less vulnerable to death is a specious
argument. The absolute number of the aged — coupled with the 
fact that they lack the kind of access to health care their 
counterparts in developed countries have, means that the 
coronavirus, left unchecked, would wreak havoc. Even now, less 
than 4% Indians above 60 have been fully vaccinated. This when 
over 15 crore vaccine doses have been administered so far. India 
must redouble its efforts at being honest and transparent with 
its numbers, however unpalatable they may be.

22) threshold – gateway

23) specious– absurd/ 
unreasonable

24) unpalatable–
difficult to put up with 
or accept/ upsetting.
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Write a paragraph with not more 
than 150 words on “international 
labour day”

• Different names 
• origin 
• How do people celbebrate
• significance
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