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Delete and control
The ICMR must (A)/ be assess evidence and (B)/be very 
specific with (C)/recommendations on treatment(D).

The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) (A)/has finally dropped 
his espousal of(B)/ convalescent plasma therapy(C)/ (CPT) as treatment 
for moderate COVID-19 in its latest guidelines(D). In its guidelines of 
April 22, CPT was already on its last legs, with the advisory 
recommending that it is advisable only in early moderate disease, or 
within seven days of symptoms. These updates flow from periodic 
reviews of medicines and treatment protocol by a task force of doctors 
and experts of the ICMR. Practising doctors are not legally bound to 
follow these recommendations to the T but are expected to 
circumscribe their treatments within the guidelines. Last year, the ICMR, 
in one of the (A)/definitive clinical trial in the world,(B)/ demonstrated 
that CPT neither saved (C)/lives nor improved patient outcomes but was 
equivocal about it in public.(D)

1) espousal – adoption

2) convalescent–recovering

3) circumscribe– bound

4) equivocal– ambiguous
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Tracking the pandemic’s rural march
States, especially in the north, are facing the brunt of the 
second wave, made worse by their poor health 
infrastructure

When first wave of the novel (A)/coronavirus pandemic hit the 
country,(B)/ the central government imposed the strictest (C)/lockdown 
for almost two months(D). For most of the migrants stuck in urban areas 
without incomes, jobs and food to survive, the only escape was to walk 
back to the rural areas where they came from. Migrants walked back(A)/ 
thousands of kilometres to return to (B)/rural areas not because the 
villages were best(C)/ equipped to deal with the pandemic but primarily 
because it provided them protection from hunger and starvation(D). 
During the second wave now, it is the rural areas which are bearing the 
brunt of the pandemic with most cases being reported from rural areas. 
And, unlike last time, there is nowhere to go.

5) brunt– impact
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6) czar –ruler

7) brinkmanship –bluff

8) stand-off– deadlock

The czar of brinkmanship must 
seek peace
Russia and the other players (A)/ in the Ukrainian crisis 
needs (B)/ to be prudent enough to (C)/resolve chronic 
tensions(D)

The recent stand-off between Russia and Ukraine has again captured 
headlines in the international news media. This geopolitical situation 
appears to be complex due to the indirect involvement of its multiple 
stakeholders, including the United States, Turkey and the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO).Increased tensions between Ukraine and 
Russia can be viewed as a continuation of the unresolved conflict of 
2014. Since then, the ‘illegal annexation of Crimea’ has(A)/ became a 
buzzword in (B)/international politics, and Russia has been 
constantly(C)/ painted as an aggressor and a hostile power(D).
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9) convening–danger

10) unrelenting–unstopable Stormy start
Accurate forecasts and resilience-building hold the key to 
handling severe cyclones

Millions of people wearied(A)/ by the onslaught of the coronavirus 
have(B)/ had to contend with a furious tropical cyclone that(C)/ has left 
a trail of death and destruction before making landfall in Gujarat(D). 
Cyclone Tauktae swelled into an extremely severe cyclonic storm, 
dumping enormous volumes of water all along the west coast, and 
caused loss of life in Kerala, Karnataka, Goa, Maharashtra and Gujarat, 
before weakening overland. To thousands who had to be evacuated to 
safe locations, this year’s pre-monsoon season presented a double 
jeopardy, caught as they were between a fast-spreading virus variant 
and an unrelenting storm. 
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