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Counting the COVID toll in India
In order to understand the pandemic’s extent, a district-
wise estimation is the best bet to arrive at a national total

Last year, in these columns, I wrote about the many challenges in 
estimating deaths due to COVID-19 in India. While the challenges 
remain, the need for estimating COVID-19 deaths globally and in India to 
understand the magnitude of the pandemic is still there. Since direct 
counting of COVID-deaths is problematic, the approach most commonly 
used is the “excess” death approach which attributes all deaths beyond 
what is considered “normal” for that area and time to COVID-19. It 
includes deaths directly caused by COVID-19 as well as deaths indirectly 
caused due to the impact on access to care for other diseases during the 
pandemic and the lockdown.

1) attributes– assign 
(निर्धारित कििध)
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The Biden push-button to West 
Asia’s diplomatic resets
Unprecedented interactions among the major powers 
are leading to a significant diplomatic churn in the 
region

Major West Asian nations have recently embarked on new 
diplomatic engagements with erstwhile rivals that could in time 
overturn existing regional alignments and possibly end ongoing 
conflicts that have wreaked havoc in several states.

The most dramatic interactions have been between senior Saudi and 
Iranian officials. After their meeting on April 9, the first since 
diplomatic ties were broken in January 2016, there have been other 
interactions, with technical committees set up to look at specific 
topics.

2) churn– stir (मन्थि कििध)

3) embarked– begin (प्रधिम्भ कििध)

4) erstwhile– former (पूर्ा)
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5) grave –serious (संगीि)

6) sedition –revolt (वर्द्रोह)

7) dissenters– protestor(वर्िोर्ी)

8) detractor– critic (निन्दक)

9) diatribe– criticism (निदंध)

Unwarranted arrest
The casual resort by the police to the sedition clause 
continues to cause concern

The arrest of K. Raghu Ramakrishna Raju, an MP from Andhra Pradesh, 
on the grave charge of sedition, is yet another instance of the misuse of 
the provision relating to exciting “disaffection” against the government. 
The police in different States have been invoking sedition, an offence 
defined in Section 124A IPC, against critics of the establishment and 
prominent dissenters. It is not surprising that Mr. Raju, a vocal detractor
of A.P. Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy, is sought to be 
prosecuted. However, his arrest is unwarranted, considering that he is 
being accused of only speech-based offences relating to his diatribe
against his party leader and CM. It has predictably, and not without 
justification, invited charges of political vendetta. 
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10) convening–assemble 
(आयोजि)

11) acrimony–bitterness 
(कड़र्धहट)

Avoiding breakdown
The much-delayed convening of the GST Council comes at a 
critical juncture

After a gap of over seven months, the GST Council will now meet on May 28, 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced last Saturday. That the 
Council, expected to meet every quarter, has taken possibly the longest pause 
in its functioning does not set a good precedent. Given the acrimony that 
transpired in its last few meetings over how the States’ GST compensation 
dues for the pandemic-induced lockdown-dented 2020-21 were to be met, 
the long break makes Centre-State equations even more awkward. States 
later reluctantly agreed to the Centre’s proposal to raise ₹1.1 lakh crore of 
GST recompense dues through special market borrowings, after the Finance 
Ministry backed off from insisting that States raise these loans directly. 
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1) The cash had been earmarked for a big 
expansion of the programme. 

Meaning: set aside (verb)
Synonyms: reserve, appropriate
Antonyms: use up

2) She belittled my riding and driving skills.

Meaning: disparage (verb)
Synonyms: denigrate, run down
Antonyms: praise
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3) The ministry proposed for the abrogation of 
the electoral law of 1850.

Meaning: repudiation (noun)
Synonyms: revocation, repeal
Antonyms: institution

4) Her birthday parties were raucous but fun.

Meaning: noisy (adj)
Synonyms: discordant, loud
Antonyms: mild, quiet
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1. abide by 
To respect or obey a decision, a law 
or a rule 

2. blow up 
1. To explode 2. To get angry

3. boil down to 
To be summarized as 
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4. boot up 
To start a computer by loading an 
operating system or program 

5. break away 
To separate from a crowd 

6.break down 
1. To go out of order, cease to 
function 
2. To lose control of one’s emotions
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7. break into 
To enter by force 

8. break out 
To start suddenly 

9. break out of 
To escape from a place by force 

10. break up 
To come to an end (marriage, 
relationship)

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; telegram- @srayamahendras

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; telegram- @srayamahendras

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; telegram- @srayamahendras

For Your Any Type of English 
Related Queries Join 
Telegram Channel : 

English Mahendras Live
Or
Sraya Mahendras English
(srayamahendras)

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; telegram- @srayamahendras

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; telegram- @srayamahendras

http://www.mahendras.org/

