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It has been a year since the news of tensions between Indian and
Chinese troops on the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in Ladakh f|r Y broke.
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The road from Ladakh is paved with disruptions

China-India ties are moving into a zone of problems even as New Delhi grapples with pandemic-related issues

SUSHANT SINGH

of tensions between Indian and

Chinese troops on the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in Ladakh
first broke. Dismissed as a “rou-
tine” event in the first few weeks
by officials, the truth about the ex-
tent of Chinese ingress could no
longer be hidden when India lost
20 soldiers in a violent clash with
soldiers of the People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) in mid-June. As has
been evident from commercial sa-
tellite imagery, sparse official
statements and a few interviews,
the crisis eventually involved se-
ven places: Depsang plains, Gal-
wan, Gogra, Hot Springs, North
bank of Pangong Tso, Kailash
range and Demchok.

It has been a year since the news

Border crisis

The situatdon at Galwan was re-
solved a few weeks after the dead-
ly clash, and the two sides disen-
gaged from the face-off site. The
Indian Army had occupied certain
heights on the Kailash range in
end-August, where it was in an
eyeball-to-eyeball confrontation
with the Chinese. In February this
year, the two sides agreed to disen-
gage from this location and from
the north bank of Pangong Tso.
This was announced by India’s De-
fence Minister in Parliament,
where he also said that the two ar-
mies will convene the next meet-
ing of the senior commanders
within 48 hours after the complete
disengagement in the Pangong
lake area “to address and resolve
all other remaining issues”. The
last such meeting of commanders
was held on April 9, but the Chi-
nese have refused to even discuss
the remaining issues.

Such an outcome was not en-
tirely unexpected. It was written
in this newspaper (“Looking after
the Ladakh walkback”, February
17, 2021; https://bit.ly/3bsLvAi)
that India had lost its only leverage
on the Kailash range for the sake of
disengagement on the north bank.
This happened after India re-

versed its position of simultane-
ously resolving all the flashpoints
in Ladakh rather than deal with
them piecemeal. India’s military
rationale was evident: with sol-
diers and tanks of the two armies
barely a few metres apart, the sit-
uation was explosive and could es-
calate into a major crisis with a mi-
nor incident or accident. It was
also clear that by restricting itself
to its own side of the LAC on the
Kailash range, India had not taken
control of the more dominating
peaks like the Black Top and had a
weak hand to play with. Politically,
the Narendra Modi government
seemed keen to announce a clo-
sure of the border crisis by creat-
ing the impression of an honoura-
ble solution against a major power.

Three months later, no such clo-
sure is in sight. With the PLA
troops denying India access to ter-
ritories it controlled by patrolling,
the government’s avowed aim of
restoring the status quo ante as of
April 2020 remains unfulfilled.
Even on the north bank of Pan-
gong, a new status guo has been
created where the patrolling rights
are yet to be restored. Similarly,
the Kailash range has seen neither
de-escalation nor de-induction so
far.

In each statement, both India
and China reiterate the need “to
ensure peace and tranquillity” in
border areas. Even if there have
been no further deaths after June
and no firing after early Septem-
ber, the peace on the border is
both unstable and unsustainable.
Ongoing tensions, with massive
deployments on each side, belie
any hope of tranquillity. That the
security establishment in New Del-
hi is cognisant of the volatility and
risk can be gauged from the fact
that the Indian Army has underta-
ken a major reorientation of its un-
its and formations towards the
China border.

COVID-19 and geopolitics

Even as the situation on the border
poses a tricky challenge for India,
its geopolitical concerns have
been exacerbated by the devasta-
tion caused by the mismanage-
ment of COVID-19. Through its
‘Vaccine Maitri’ programme, New
Delhi was presenting itself as a bet-
ter alternative to Beijing’s vaccine
diplomacy, particularly in South
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Asia. Shaken by scenes of massive
suffering and public criticism, the
Modi government has backtracked
on existing contractual commit-
ments to supply vaccines to its
friendly neighbours. Countries
such as Bangladesh and Sri Lanka
have started procuring vaccines
from China, further casting doubts
on India’s reliability as a partner
and raising questions about its
ability to act as a counter to China.
Sensing the opportunity, Beijing
also moved in quickly, organising a
meeting with all South Asian coun-
tries except India, ostensibly to
deal with the pandemic.

New Delhi was also the lynch-
pin of the Quad’s pledge to deliver
a billion doses of COVID-19 vaccine
throughout the Indo-Pacific by the
end of 2022, an effort focused on
countering Chinese influence in
the region. With India now trying
to import vaccines for its own pop-
ulation and reneging on its com-
mitments to other poor countries
under GAVI’s COVAX scheme, the
proposal now seems to be on a
weak footing. The abysmal failure
of the Modi government to antici-
pate and deal with a public health
crisis has diminished India’s aura
as an emergent power. A Prime Mi-
nister tom-tomming the mantra of
‘Atmanirbharata’ or selfreliance
has been forced to reverse a 16-
year-old policy to accept global aid
has laid bare India’s vulnerabili-
ties, further reducing its standing
as the Quad’s anchor.

A weaker India is not only less
attractive as a partner globally, it
makes New Delhi more dependent
on the United States to deal with
China. That India has been acting
at the behest of the U.S. has been
one of China’s presumptions and
this would only confirm Beijing’s
worst fears. It would further strain
India-China ties, directly linking
them to the vagaries of the China-

U.S. relationship. The hypothesis
that India can safeguard its land
borders by strengthening its
oceanic prowess could then be put
to test, a scenario New Delhi wants
to avoid at all costs.

Meanwhile, the threat of a two-
front collusive threat after the La-
dakh crisis forced the Modi go-
vernment to seek peace with Pa-
kistan. The back channel talks,
facilitated by the United Arab Emi-
rates, led to the announcement of
the ceasefire on the Line of Con-
trol which has held so far. But
there have been contradictory
voices emerging from Islamabad
and the process seems to be floun-
dering, as Pakistan awaits the
steps on Kashmir promised by the
Modi government. No political en-
vironment has been created in In-
dia for any such step so far.

New Delhi’s preoccupation with
the pandemic may brook a delay
of few weeks but fears of failure, a
routine happening in India-Pakis-
tan engagements, loom large. It is
hard to predict the Pakistani
course of action hence, but if the
past is an experience to go by, it
has usually been spiteful, reckless
and dangerous, especially when
India is seen as weak. Coupled
with the imminent American mili-
tary withdrawal from Afghanistan
and a win for the Taliban, the signs
are ominous. An assertive China
and a vengeful Pakistan acting in
concert on the land borders is In-
dia’s military nightmare, which
New Delhi will have to avoid at all
costs.

Chinese supplies
Meanwhile, Beijing has made cer-
tain significant moves towards
New Delhi in the recent days. Chi-
na’s President Xi Jinping sent a
message to Mr. Modi to convey
sympathy and express condolenc-
es over the pandemic, which was
the first communication between
the two since the border crisis be-
gan last year. The Chinese Foreign
Minister spoke to his Indian coun-
terpart twice and offered help to
deal with the pandemic, which led
to an early clearance and approval
of cargo flights from China. The
Chinese Ambassador to India has
been highlighting the supplies and
the material being sent to India.
Beijing’s efforts have been large-
ly confined to private companies

and donations from the Red Cross
and Red Crescent societies, unlike
other countries which have
pledged government help to India.
Curiously, much of the Chinese
media ambiguously frames it as
Chinese aid, while India explicitly
avoids that framing and lays stress
on the point that these are largely
commercial contracts between
private companies. Even if the Chi-
nese intent is to project itself on a
par with other global powers pro-
viding relief and aid to India, the
fact remains that India is heavily
dependent on China for crucial
medical supplies. State-owned Si-
chuan Airlines had suspended car-
go flights to India for 15 days begin-
ning last month, but the supply
chains have since been kept open
by Beijing. This is in tune with the
Indian demand from Beijing that
the supply chain should remain
open but the other demand to en-
sure stable product prices has not
been met.

More point scoring

If the recent weeks during the pan-
demic provided an opportunity
for the two Asian giants to work to-
gether, that hope has been lost as
both governments have focused
on point scoring. That reflects the
broader state of bilateral ties, but
is also a fundamental difference
emanating from the ongoing bor-
der crisis. As the talks between In-
dia and China have floundered,
New Delhi has taken a position
that the border issue is central to
the bilateral relationship. This
runs contrary to Beijing’s argu-
ment that the boundary question
cannot be seen as the whole of the
bilateral relationship. In an ideal
world, New Delhi can hope for a
settlement that delineates and de-
marcates the LAC in some form
but Beijing has ruled out any such
proposal. With soldiers of both ar-
mies facing each other in Ladakh
and a lack of trust between the
two countries as the two govern-
ments talk past each other in a pe-
riod of geopolitical churn, it is
clear that the China-India bilateral
relationship is moving into a zone
of increasing disruptions, and at-
tendant risks of conflagration on
the disputed border.

Sushant Singh is a Senior Fellow with the
Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi
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In the pandemic, women have borne a disproportionate
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The COVID-19 pandemic has destroyed millions of livelihoods and
led to a sudden and large increase in poverty and a massive
disruption of the labour market in India. Women workers, in
particular, have borne a disproportionate burden. As the country
_meets the challenge of the second wave of the pandemic, it is

Kcrucial‘bo learn lessons from the first wave to chart the policy path
ahead.
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[t is getting from bad to worse for women workers

In the pandemlc women have borne a disproportionate burden of the severe disruptions to life and the economy

ROSA ABRAHAM & AMIT BASOLE

he COVID-19 pandemic has
Tdestroyed millions of liveli-

hoods and led to a sudden
and large increase in poverty and
a massive disruption of the labour
market in India. Women workers,
in particular, have borne a dispro-
portionate burden. As the country
meets the challenge of the second
wave of the pandemic, it is crucial
to learn lessons from the first wave
to chart the policy path ahead.

A widening gap

Even prior to 2020, the gender
employment gap was large. Only
18% of working-age women were
employed as compared to 75% of
men. Reasons include a lack of
good jobs, restrictive social
norms, and the burden of house-
hold work. Our recently released
report, ‘State of Working India
2021: One Year of Covid-19’
(https://bit.ly/2RmW29p) shows
that the pandemic has worsened
the situation.

The nationwide lockdown hit
women much harder than men.
Data from the Centre for Monitor-
ing Indian Economy Pvt. Ltd.
hat 61% of male workers
were unaffected during the lock-
down while only 19% of women ex-

perienced this kind of security.
Even by the end of the year, 47% of
employed women who had lost
jobs during the lockdown, had not
returned to work. The equivalent
number for men was only 7%.

Men who did lose work were
able to regain it, even if it was at
the cost of increased precarity or
lower earnings, because they had
the option of moving into fallback
employment arrangements. Thus,
33% of formal salaried men moved
into self employment and 9% into
daily wage work between late 2019
and late 2020. In contrast, women
had far fewer options — only 4%
and 3% of formal salaried women
moved into self employment and
daily wage work, respectively.
Nearly half of the women workers,
irrespective of whether they were
salaried, casual, or self-employed,
withdrew from the workforce, as
compared to only 11% of men.

Even as mew entrants to the
workforce, women workers had
poorer options compared to men.
Women were more likely to enter
as daily wage workers while men
found avenues for self-employ-
ment. Daily wage work is typically
far less remunerative than self em-
ployment as on average, between
September to October 2020, a dai-
ly wage worker earned about
¥7,965 compared to a self-em-
ployed worker who earned nearly
twice that at ¥12,955. So, not only
did women enter into more preca-
rious work, it was also likely to be
at very low earnings compared to
men.

Women tended to lose work dis-
proportionately irrespective of the
industry in which they were em-
ployed. For instance, the share of
women in job losses in education
was three times their share in that
industry. So, while around 20 out
of 100 workers in education were
women, amongst those who lost
work, about 70 out of 100 were
women. Similarly, in the health
sector, 40 out of 100 workers were
women, while of the 100 in this
sector who lost work, 80 were
WoImen.

Growing domestic work

With schools closed and almost
everyone limited to the confines of
their homes, household responsi-
bilities increased for women. Mar-
ried women and women from larg-
er households were less likely to
return to work, suggesting that the
burden of care may be a reason for
poor employment recovery. But
even for those women who man-
aged to remain employed, this
came alongside a massive increase

in the burden of household work.
The India Working Survey 2020
found that among employed men,
the number of hours spent on paid
work remained more or less un-
changed after the pandemic. But
for women, the number of hours
spent in domestic work increased
manifold. In February-March,
about 10%-20% of women report-
ed spending between two to four
hours on domestic work. This
share had increased to about 50%
by September. This increase in
hours came without any accompa-
nying relief in the hours spent on
paid work.

The course to take

The long-standing question of wo-
men'’s participation in India’s eco-
nomy has become more urgent
with the pandemic dispropertion-
ately impacting women’s paid
work and increasing the burden of
unpaid care work. The following
measures are needed now: expan-
sion of the Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment Guaran-
tee Act (MGNREGA) and the
introduction of an urban employ-
ment guarantee targeted to wo-
men as soon as the most severe
forms of mobility restrictions are
lifted.

We further propose co-ordinat-
ed efforts by States to facilitate em-
ployment of women while also ad-
dressing immediate needs through
the setting up of community kitch-
ens, prioritising the opening of
schools and anganwadi centres,
and engagement with self-help

groups for the production of per-
sonal protective equipment kits.
Further, a COVID-19 hardship allo-
wance of at least ¥5,000 per
month for six months should be
announced for 2.5 million accre-
dited social health activists and
Anganwadi workers, most of
whom are women.

But this is not enough. The Na-
tional Employment Policy, cur-
rently in the works, should syste-
matically address the constraints
around the participation of the
women’s workforce, both with res-
pect to the availability of work and
household responsibilities. The
pandemic has shown the necessity
of adequate public investment in
social infrastructure.

The time is right to imagine a
bold universal basic services pro-
gramme that not only fills existing
vacancies in the social sector but
also expands public investments
in health, education, child and el-
derly care, and so on, to be pre-
pared for future shocks. This can
help bring women into the work-
force not only by directly creating
employment for them but also by
alleviating some of their domestic
work burdens, while also over-
coming nutritional and education-
al deficits that we are likely to be
confronted with as we emerge
from this crisis.

Rosa Abraham is Senior Research Fellow,
Centre for Sustainable Employment, Azim
Premiji University. Amit Basole is Associate
Professor of Economics, Azim Premji
University.
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Using all options
Enabling other manufacturers
to produce Covaxin is a necessary step

s the second COVID-19 wave continues to ravage
Azhe country, it is now clear that universal and
wift vaccination is the only way out to mitigate

the effects of the pandemic. But with only 3% and 10.4%
of the total population estimated to have taken the se-
cond and a single dose, respectively, the goal of vacci-
nating a substantial number of people to achieve im-
munity against SARS-CoV-2 and its variants, remains a
tall order for India. Supply constraints in delivering the
only two vaccines available to Indians so far — Covish-
ield and Covaxin — (the Russian-developed Sputnik V
vaccine has just been deployed) are one of the reasons
why the pace of vaccination has fallen. Karnataka and
Maharashtra have halted vaccination for the 18-44 age
group to address this as well. While the manufacturers,
Serum Institute of India and Bharat Biotech, have pro-
mised an augmentation in production capacity, the de-
pendence on them till other vaccines, including those
from abroad, are made available over the long term,
will remain a constraint in the pace of vaccination and
expose much of the population to the possibility of in-
fection. India has rightly sought (along with South Afri-
ca) a temporary waiver of provisions in the TRIPS
Agreement to facilitate universal access to COVID-19
vaccines. But the Centre has done nothing to bring vac-
cines and medicines under a statutory regime in India
to allow for wider availability and a diversity of options.
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In fact the Centre s submission to the Supreme
Court that the “exercise of statutory powers... under
the Patents Act, 1970... can only prove to be counter-
productive at this stage”, is clearly contradictory to its
international position for a temporary waiver in the
TRIPS Agreement. The Agreement allows exceptions to
the rights of patent owners by grant of compulsory li-
cences. Section 100 of the Patents Act, 1970, allows the
Centre to license specific companies to manufacture
the vaccines, while Section 92 of the Act allows the
Centre to issue a compulsory licence in circumstances
of a national or an extreme emergency. Considering the
impact of the second wave, the daily toll and the high
case load, the Centre should revisit its rigid and con-
tradictory stance on the issue of compulsory licensing
that would allow the manufacture of vaccines and im-
portant drugs without the consent of the patent holder.
In the case of Bharat Biotech’s Covaxin, which was de-
veloped in collaboration with the publicly funded ICMR
and the NIV, even this route is redundant. The ICMR
can license other public sector vaccine manufacturers
to help augment its supply over the medium term. As of
now, two central PSUs, Indian Immunologicals Ltd and
BIBCOL, have already entered into a technology transf-
er agreement with Bharat Biotech, besides the Haffkine
Bio-pharmaceutical Corporation based in Mumbai.
Other manufacturers can also re-purpose their plants
to produce the vaccine.
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new Parliament building is indeed required; and there is a strong case for
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The govt. must respond to concerns about
demolitions in Central Vista redevelopment

he Government of India’s Central Vista redeve-
Tlopment project is highly questionable as a na-

tional priority at any time, and more so in the
midst of a pandemic. The project includes the construc-
tion of a new Parliament building, and new residences
for the Prime Minister and the Vice President. A new
Parliament building is indeed required; and there is a
strong case for reorganising the existing offices of the
central government. However, the architecture and ti-
melines of the redevelopment as it is happening now
are less about the need and more about an imperious
obsession with grandeur. The irony is that a colossus
built amid the ruins of a pandemic could turn out to be
a monument to the government’s disregard for public
good. The misplaced determination of the Centre to
complete the project before the next Lok Sabha elec-
tion in 2024 is characteristic of the showmanship that
has befallen governance in India, but there is no justifia-
ble urgency in razing to the ground a row of buildings
and then rebuilding. Last week, 76 scholars, artists, wri-
ters, curators and museum professionals put the spot-
light on a particularly concerning aspect of the project.
The National Museum of India, the Indira Gandhi Na-
ional Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), and the National Ar-
chives Annexe are set to be demolished to make way for
new buildings.

o~

These experts have called for an immediate suspen-
sion of the project, and wide public consultations on
the path ahead. There are valid concerns about the con-
servation of the collections housed at these centres. Re-
location of the treasures at the National Museum, ar-
chival records at the National Archives and manuscript
holdings at the IGNCA can be an extremely challenging
task even during ordinary times. It is a complex opera-
tion that requires detailed planning and expertise. Such
changes around premier institutions take place only af-
ter wide consultations in any part of the world; and cer-
tainly not in the opaque and cavalier manner as is being
planned here. Artefacts at the National Museum still
lack a complete inventory, the experts have pointed
out, flagging the risk of loss or mishandling. The Central
Vista redevelopment project is clearly being imple-
mented in a hurry. The government’s intolerance to-
wards any public scrutiny of the project is such that
even photography of the construction is now banned.
The country is facing an unprecedented health crisis,
the ripple effects of which are being felt in the econom-
ic, social and political spheres too. The government will
lose nothing if it were to suspend the project, and take
the Opposition and the public into confidence on the
future course, in calmer times.
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VJM 1) Choose the synonym of ‘Recluse’.
1. recuse m
V%ﬁrmit

3. retain
4. hurl
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2) Choose th@of ‘Honorary’.

__Xpaid

2. unpaid M

3. voluntary
4. volunteer
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3) Choose the synonym of ‘Coquettish’.

1. friendly m
2. cot
\&%uture

4. flirtatious
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4) Choose the antonym of ‘Pacifist’.

1. pacifier

2.do
J%ﬁnonger

4. peacenik
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VOCABULARY TEST

5) Choose the antonym of ‘Vehement’.

1. passionate M
2. forceful
Vme

4. ardent
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o PASSAGE 1

N ad the government n lit it sensitive and
responsible, it would have already withdrawn the
three laws and guaranteed MSP to facilitate the return

“of farmers to their homes, said the press statement.
The leaders added that farmers were observing all
necessary precautions and there were no reports of

ny outbreak so far at the border sites

Acerbic/Cynical

%xpress your dislike or disapproval for something or someone in
a harsh way
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PASSAGE 2

On Wednesday, a total of 98 policemen tested COVID
positive. The officer said 17 police personnel, who had
received only the first vaccine shot, succumbed to
COVID-19 during the second wave. “A report showed
that they all had co-morbidities and were undergoinﬁg

treatment. -

Informative =

u/e/xpress only facts or necessary information , without giving
personal opinions

—— —ee————

r——
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PASSAGE 3

Qﬁe oxygen crisis continues and the pandemic has now
established itself in rural India in lethal proportions,

with macabre reports of bodies surfacing in the Ganga
in the stretch from Uttar Pradesh to BihaaAII of these

oint to the fact that there is a very large’pool of those
meected and prone to infecting those around, bringing

up the question of whether a national lockdown

should be relmposed /
,/relating to or using analysis or Iogical

—
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PASSAGE 4

Calling All India Trinamool Congress (TMC) leader Mamata
Banerjee a Bengal tigress as she leads West Bengal for the third
time is no exaggeration. An increased steadfastness despite the
odds, a rare self-possession when things seemed to fall apart
when allies and friends were deserting you, relying on one’s
own counsel when at the crossroads, possessing a raw courage
combined with perseverance and, above all, being fearless are
all characteristics of valour. Ms. Banerjee showed all those traits
in abundance, leading from the front.

udatory
relating to Pr?yg‘, eWapplaW
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PASSAGE 5

Jyothi, a 35-year-old homemaker from Old Alwal, could not pull
herself together when doctors at a private hospital asked for
X1.2 lakh to treat her COVID-positive husband.

She found herself helpless with no savings from the meagre
income of her husband, an autorickshaw driver. The amount
was needed urgently for three doses of Remedesivir, which the
doctors said would cost at least 30,000 each.

The hapless woman had no option but to pledge her
mangalsutra (wedding necklace) and the little gold she had.

Compassionate

feeling or showing sympathy and concern for others.
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PASSAGE 6

India is a democratic country. Thus, people have the
right to express their opinion and question the
authority in a lawful manner; however, they need to
abide by the set constitutional law until the case is

closed in their favour. o ,J’Q
Dogmatic -« 6QJ/
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TOPIC / »

Write a letter to the editor
describing the present crisis

through which our country is"
passing right now.

-
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