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• Discussion of articles 
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The road from Ladakh is paved 
with disruptions
China-India ties are moving into a zone of problems even 
as New Delhi grapples with pandemic-related issues

It has been a year since the news of tensions between Indian and 
Chinese troops on the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in Ladakh first broke. 
Dismissed as a “routine” event in the first few weeks by officials, the 
truth about the extent of Chinese ingress could no longer be hidden 
when India lost 20 soldiers in a violent clash with soldiers of the People’s 
Liberation Army (PLA) in mid-June. As has been evident from 
commercial satellite imagery, sparse official statements and a few 
interviews, the crisis eventually involved seven places: Depsang plains, 
Galwan, Gogra, Hot Springs, North bank of Pangong Tso, Kailash range 
and Demchok.

1) grapples– strugle (सामना 
करना)

2) ingress– entry (प्रवेश)

3) sparse – scanty (कम)
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It is getting from bad to worse for 
women workers
In the pandemic, women have borne a disproportionate 
burden of the severe disruptions to life and the 
economy

The COVID-19 pandemic has destroyed millions of livelihoods and 
led to a sudden and large increase in poverty and a massive 
disruption of the labour market in India. Women workers, in 
particular, have borne a disproportionate burden. As the country 
meets the challenge of the second wave of the pandemic, it is 
crucial to learn lessons from the first wave to chart the policy path 
ahead.

4) disruptions–
disturbance(ववघ्न)

5) crucial– viital (महत्वपूर्ण)
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Course Highlights 📣
✅ 200+ Total Tests with Detailed Solutions
✅ Full Length Mocks with Video solutions
✅ English & Hindi Medium
✅ eBooks
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6) ravage –devastate/ruin 
(उजाड़ना)

7) mitigate –reduce (कम करना)

8) deployed– make use of 
(काम में लगाना)

Using all options
Enabling other manufacturers to produce Covaxin is a 
necessary step

As the second COVID-19 wave continues to ravage the country, it is now 
clear that universal and swift vaccination is the only way out to mitigate 
the effects of the pandemic. But with only 3% and 10.4% of the total 
population estimated to have taken the second and a single dose, 
respectively, the goal of vaccinating a substantial number of people to 
achieve immunity against SARS-CoV-2 and its variants, remains a tall 
order for India. Supply constraints in delivering the only two vaccines 
available to Indians so far — Covishield and Covaxin — (the Russian-
developed Sputnik V vaccine has just been deployed) are one of the 
reasons why the pace of vaccination has fallen. 
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9) imperious–
commanding (प्रधान)

10) grandeur–glory (शान)

Artless and heartless
The govt. must respond to concerns about demolitions in 
Central Vista redevelopment

The Government of India’s Central Vista redevelopment project is highly 
questionable as a national priority at any time, and more so in the midst of a 
pandemic. The project includes the construction of a new Parliament 
building, and new residences for the Prime Minister and the Vice President. A 
new Parliament building is indeed required; and there is a strong case for 
reorganising the existing offices of the central government. However, the 
architecture and timelines of the redevelopment as it is happening now are 
less about the need and more about an imperious obsession with grandeur. 
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1) Choose the synonym of ‘Recluse’.

1. recuse
2. hermit
3. retain
4. hurl

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; telegram- @srayamahendras

2) Choose the antonym of ‘Honorary’.

1. paid
2. unpaid
3. voluntary
4. volunteer
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3) Choose the synonym of ‘Coquettish’.

1. friendly
2. cot
3. couture
4. flirtatious
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4) Choose the antonym of ‘Pacifist’.

1. pacifier
2. dove
3. warmonger
4. peacenik
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5) Choose the antonym of ‘Vehement’.

1. passionate
2. forceful
3. mild
4. ardent
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PASSAGE 1 

Had the government been little bit sensitive and 
responsible, it would have already withdrawn the 
three laws and guaranteed MSP to facilitate the return 
of farmers to their homes, said the press statement. 
The leaders added that farmers were observing all 
necessary precautions and there were no reports of 
any outbreak so far at the border sites

express your dislike or disapproval for something or someone in 
a harsh way
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PASSAGE 2 

On Wednesday, a total of 98 policemen tested COVID 
positive. The officer said 17 police personnel, who had 
received only the first vaccine shot, succumbed to 
COVID-19 during the second wave. “A report showed 
that they all had co-morbidities and were undergoing 
treatment. 

express only facts or necessary information , without giving 
personal opinions
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PASSAGE 3

The oxygen crisis continues and the pandemic has now 
established itself in rural India in lethal proportions, 
with macabre reports of bodies surfacing in the Ganga 
in the stretch from Uttar Pradesh to Bihar. All of these 
point to the fact that there is a very large pool of those 
infected and prone to infecting those around, bringing 
up the question of whether a national lockdown 
should be reimposed.

relating to or using analysis or logical reasoning.
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PASSAGE 4

Calling All India Trinamool Congress (TMC) leader Mamata 
Banerjee a Bengal tigress as she leads West Bengal for the third 
time is no exaggeration. An increased steadfastness despite the 
odds, a rare self-possession when things seemed to fall apart 
when allies and friends were deserting you, relying on one’s 
own counsel when at the crossroads, possessing a raw courage 
combined with perseverance and, above all, being fearless are 
all characteristics of valour. Ms. Banerjee showed all those traits 
in abundance, leading from the front.

relating to Praising; extolling; applauding.
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PASSAGE 5

Jyothi, a 35-year-old homemaker from Old Alwal, could not pull 
herself together when doctors at a private hospital asked for 
₹1.2 lakh to treat her COVID-positive husband.
She found herself helpless with no savings from the meagre 
income of her husband, an autorickshaw driver. The amount 
was needed urgently for three doses of Remedesivir, which the 
doctors said would cost at least ₹30,000 each.
The hapless woman had no option but to pledge her 
mangalsutra (wedding necklace) and the little gold she had.

feeling or showing sympathy and concern for others.
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PASSAGE 6

India is a democratic country. Thus, people have the 
right to express their opinion and question the 
authority in a lawful manner; however, they need to 
abide by the set constitutional law until the case is 
closed in their favour.

feeling or showing sympathy and concern for others.
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Write a letter to the editor 
describing the present crisis 
through which our country is 
passing right now.
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Swapnil
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