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Terrorising dissent
HC bail orders are an indictment of attempt to portray 
Delhi protests as terrorist acts

Caught between a statutory bar on grant of regular bail and 
a judicial embargo on any close examination of available 
evidence at the bail stage, those arrested under the 
country’s main anti-terror law have been languishing in jails 
without trial for extended periods. The Delhi High Court 
orders granting bail to three student activists jailed for over 
a year for their alleged role in the February 2020 riots in 
Delhi represent a clear-headed effort to get around such 
impediments. 
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Sound in legal reasoning and interpretation, the judgments of 
Justice Siddharth Mridul and Justice Anup Jairam Bhambhani
have made a salient distinction between those accused of 
offences against the country’s integrity and security on the one 
hand, and protesters or dissenters roped in unjustifiably under 
the rubric of ‘terrorism’ on the other. The Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act has been invoked by the Delhi Police against 
activists and others who were among those organising the 
protests against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, on the claim 
that they had also fomented the riots. Under Section 43D(5), 
there is a legal bar on granting bail if the court is of the opinion 
that there are reasonable grounds to believe that the accusation 
against those held is prima facie true. 
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Adding to this onerous burden on the accused to demonstrate to 
the court that the accusation is untrue is a 2019 Supreme Court 
judgment that bars a detailed analysis of the evidence at the bail 
stage and rules that bail can be denied on “the broad 
probabilities” of the case.

The High Court has ruled that the bail court can look at the 
available evidence to satisfy itself about the prima facie truth of 
the case. In other words, there is no statutory invincibility to the 
prosecution case merely because the UAPA has been invoked. It 
has found that none of the three — Asif Iqbal Tanha, Natasha 
Narwal and Devangana Kalita — was specifically or particularly 
accused of any ‘terrorist act’, ‘funding of a terrorist act’ or an act 
amounting to a conspiracy to commit a terrorist act or something 
preparatory to it. 
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Once the UAPA charges were not seen to be true, it was open to 
the court to admit them to regular bail until conclusion of the 
trial. Further, with 740 witnesses cited, there is no scope for early 
conclusion of the trial. Riots are matters concerning public order, 
and not the security of the state. The court’s observation that the 
state, in its anxiety to suppress dissent, has blurred the line 
between the constitutionally guaranteed right to protest and 
“terrorist activity”, is a stern indictment of the establishment. 
The Delhi Police has gone to the Supreme Court on appeal 
against the verdict, possibly in the fear that the ruling may foil its 
design to paint protesters as ‘terrorists’. If the High Court’s 
approach to grant of bail is upheld, it would help secure the 
liberty of other dissenters held under the UAPA elsewhere 
without sufficient basis.
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Energy inefficiency can short 
circuit cooling India
As Indian homes will be a key site where future cooling 
demand will play out, awareness of energy efficiency is 
crucial

More frequent and intense heat waves are expected with a 
rise in global temperatures due to climate change. In the 
last three decades, there have been 660 heat waves across 
India causing 12,273 deaths. India, with currently low 
penetration levels of air conditioners (ACs), will likely 
require substantial cooling services to keep citizens healthy 
and productive. The India Cooling Action Plan projects the 
number of room air conditioners to become about four 
times in the next 10 years, 
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and about 10 times in the next 20 years, making India the world’s 
largest energy user for cooling. 

Scant data
Here lies a conundrum. Cooling will likely be at the forefront of India’s 
adaptation to climate change, but if cooling needs are met with 
inefficient ACs, it could be the bane of India’s mitigation efforts. 
Indian homes will be an important site where this conundrum 
between cooling needs and potential emissions will play out. Despite 
its clear importance, the implications of an increase in residential 
cooling demand have not been carefully examined. Estimates of AC 
ownership and usage, the two factors which will determine the 
extent of future cooling demand, have little empirical backing. We 
know little about what cooling appliances people seek, and how and 
why people make their purchase decisions. The pursuit of energy 
efficiency, too — for instance, who buys efficient technologies and 
why — remains underexplored.
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1) dissent(noun)–disagreement
2) indictment(noun)– accusation
3) statutory bar(noun)– a specific act related to an invention
4) Embargo (verb)– exclude
5) languishing(verb)–decline
6) alleged (adj)–claimed/professed
7) clear-headed (adj)–steady/ brilliant
8) impediments(noun)– hindrance
9) salient(adj)– important
10) integrity (noun)– honesty/rectitude
11) dissenters (noun)–objector
12) roped in(verb)–allured/tempted
13) rubric (noun)– caption/head
14) invoked (noun)–caused/drew on
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15) fomented (verb)–instigate/provoked
16) prima facie  (adj)– apparent/presumed
17) onerous(adj)– bitter/oppressive
18) invincibility (noun)– cover/refuge
19) blurred the line between(phrase)–make it 
difficult for people to see or be aware
20) stern(adj)–serious/forbidding
21) indictment (noun)–allegation
22) foil (verb)– smash/ mess up
23) play out (phrase)– take place
24) substantial (adj)– considerable
25) conundrum (noun)–problem
26) Forefront (noun)–frontline
27) bane (noun)– ruin
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28) mitigation (noun)–easing/ reduction
29) empirical  (adj)–observed/ factual
30) pursuit (noun)– chasing
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Q1. Choose the synonym of 
‘Vengeance’.

1. Inflicting
2. Retribution
3. Injury
4. Vent
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Q2. Choose the antonym of 
‘Salubrious’.

1. Unpleasant
2. Pleasant
3. Agreeable
4. Nice
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Q3. Choose the synonym of 
‘Incarnate’.

1. Mental
2. Extraordinary
3. Humanly
4. Corporeal
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Q4. Choose the antonym of 
‘Snap’.

1. Part
2. Split
3. Hold
4. Bust
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Q5. Choose the synonym of 
‘Aspersion’.

1. Faming
2. Aversion
3. Occurrence
4. Denigration
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Q6. Choose the antonym of 
‘Fetid’.

1. Fragrant
2. Stinking
3. Smelly
4. Malodorous
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Q7. Choose the synonym of 
‘Friction’.

1. Accord
2. Disharmony
3. Harmony
4. Unity
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Q8. Choose the antonym of 
‘Innate’.

1. Inborn
2. Natural
3. Acquired
4. Inbred
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Q9. Choose the synonym of 
‘Dumbfound’.

1. Please
2. Accomplish
3. Derail
4. Astonish
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Q10. Choose the antonym of 
‘Perspicacious’.

1. Discerning
2. Shrewd
3. Inattentive
4. Perceptive

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; English_MahendrasLive

http://www.mahendras.org/


FOR MORE DISCOUNT VISIT www.mahendras.org & USE PROMO CODE : E08717 ; English_MahendrasLive

Q4. Choose the antonym of 
‘Upsurge’.

1. Downturn
2. Advance
3. Boom
4. Recovery
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Q5. Choose the synonym of 
‘Diminish’.

1. Develop
2. Enlarge
3. Expand
4. Decline
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Q6. Choose the antonym of 
‘Bumper’.

1. Abundant
2. Rich
3. Poor
4. Heavy
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Q7. Choose the synonym of 
‘Coherence’.

1. Inconsistency
2. Consistency
3. Nonsense
4. Disagreement
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Q8. Choose the antonym of 
‘Levy’.

1. Disapprove
2. Impose
3. Charge
4. Raise
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Q9. Choose the synonym of 
‘Accumulate’.

1. Disperse
2. Gather
3. Dissipate
4. Squander
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Q10. Choose the antonym of 
‘Cultivate’.

1. Woo
2. Court
3. Ignore
4. Encourage
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