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VOCABULARY-I

Yearning (n/adj-) तड़प, feeling of intense longing, pining, craving.

I suppose it’s because I live in a city that I have this yearning for open spaces.

Resuscitate (adj-) पुनर्जीवित, revive from unconsciousness, bring back to life.

Her heart had stopped, but the doctors successfully resuscitated her.

Spooked (v+) डर र्जाना , frighten, unnerve.

Our arrival and car honks spooked a lot of wild animals.

Piecemeal(adj/adv+), क्रम से,not according to plan, but in different times/ways

Unfortunately everything was done piecemeal.

Wade (adj-) उतारा, walk through water with some efforts, paddle.

We rolled up our trousers and waded at the edge of the lake.



VOCABULARY-II

Emulate (v-), अनुकरण करना, imitation, copy.

Hers is a style I do not wish to emulate.

Gamut (n-) विस्तार , scope, range, 

Her stories expresses the whole gamut of emotions from happiness to sorrow.

Impinging (v-) धक्रका लगना,  have an effect especially negative, strike, dash.

Several factors impinge on market efficiency, and result in economic slowdown.

Parse (v/n-) िाक् य-खंड करना , separate a sentence into grammatical parts.

I asked some students to parse these sentences for me.

Expeditiously (adv+) ,शीघ्र, with speed and efficiency.

The bank was expeditious on replying to my letter, something I did not expect.



Matics case 

Pillar to post

Meaning – face much harassment.

Ex.- government offices can see

people running from pillar to 

post.

Allow for – (Phrasal verb)

Meaning – to take into 

consideration.

Incapable of being corrected

Incorrigible

Incapable of being repaired

Irreparable

PHRASES & IDIOMS / ONE WORD SUBSTITUTION



Mission successful, end product defunct
Completed in record time and launched with fanfare, the Train 18 project 
now finds itself off track

Perhaps the most abiding image of the

recent saga of the Chandrayaan-2 mission,

which came tantalisingly close to getting the

Vikram spacecraft to make a soft landing

on the lunar surface, was that of the Prime

Minister embracing and consoling the

chairman of the Indian Space Research

Organisation (ISRO).



 That single act said eloquently (अर्थपूणथ) what words could not have

expressed adequately: that though the mission could not achieve one of its

prime objectives, it had notched up a series of outstanding successes along

the way for which the entire nation is proud.

 As the grand finale unfolded on television screens all over the country,

despite the let-down at the end, a strong wave of support and sympathy

was visible for the band of dedicated scientists and engineers of the space

agency, who had given their all for the success of the mission.



 A little less than a year ago, in October 2018, the country was celebrating

a technological achievement of a purely terrestrial nature: the successful

rolling out of a gleaming state-of-the-art, semi-high-speed (of 160 kmph-

200 kmph speed) train set called ‘Train 18’ in an incredibly short time

span of 18 months.

 If Chandrayaan-2 brought India close to joining the select band of three

countries in the world to have successfully achieved a soft landing on the

moon, Train 18 propelled India into the exclusive club of about a half a

dozen countries in the world that have the capability to turn out a brand

new design of a high-speed/semi-high-speed train set in such a short time.



 Prime Minister Narendra Modi flew down to witness the landing of the

lunar vehicle at the satellite tracking centre in Bengaluru.

 A few months earlier, in February, he had flagged off the inaugural run of

the Train 18 as ‘Vande Bharat Express’ in Varanasi. The train has

provided a trouble-free performance in the last six months.

 Meanwhile, the man who had spearheaded the Train 18 project — from

its conception and design to its launch — as General Manager of Integral

Coach Factory (ICF) and who retired at the end of last year, was not even

extended an invitation for the train’s ceremonial inaugural run in

February 2019. (In contrast, some former ISRO chiefs were invited to

witness Vikram’s descent.)



 What explains this vast divergence in the way the two missions,

Chandrayaan-2 and Train 18, panned out ?

 The two organisations, ISRO and the Indian Railways, are as different as

chalk and cheese.

 A committee of experts under economist and NITI Aayog member Bibek

Debroy, tasked among other things to suggest ways of breaking down

departmental silos within the Indian Railways to improve efficiency and

speed of decision-making, gave its recommendations in early 2015.

 Otherwise, the Indian Railways will continue to notch up more successes

like Train 18 that fade into oblivion, unlike ISRO where, it seems, public

opinion reckons even a failure as a victory.

 K. Balakesari is former member, Staff Railway Board




