




Vocabulary words:

Incursion (noun) = An invasion or attack (आक्रमण)

Elevation (noun) = Promotion (उन्नति)

Specious (adj) = Misleading in appearance

Collegium (noun) = An advisory or administrative board
Inexplicable (adj) = Unable to be explained (अकथनीय)

Obduracy (noun) = Impertinence (तिद्दी होना)

Benchmark (noun) = Standard, level
Betray (verb) = Unintentionally reveal (तिश्वासघाि करना)

Fragility (noun) = The quality of being easily broken or

damaged



Vocabulary words:

Mala fide (adj & adv) = In bad faith
Immune (adj) = Protected, exempt (प्रतिरतिि)

Capitulate (verb) = Surrender

Attribute (verb) = Regard something as being
caused by (आरोतिि करना)

Contaminate (verb) = Pollute, adulterate (दूतिि)



Idioms & Phrases

1) Pass with flying colors = To pass easily with high score

2) Play hooky = To skip school



One word Substitution

1) One who has become dependent on something or

drugs = Addict

2) Fear of being enclosed in small closed space =

Claustrophobia



Phrasal Verb

1) Act on = To affect

2) Act out = To demonstrate by words and gestures



Title: A dangerous incursion

(By Kapil Sibal; is a Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha),

former Union Minister and a senior Congress leader)

Context: Opposition to the elevation of the Chief Justice

of the Uttarakhand High Court, Justice K.M. Joseph, to the

Supreme Court.

Its logic is faulty, both statistically and otherwise.



 Justice Joseph pronounced a historic judgment in April

2016 when he struck down the imposition of

President’s rule in Uttarakhand. Little did he know

that his judgment would stand in the way of his

elevation.

 Justice Joseph’s request to be transferred to the Andhra

Pradesh High Court on health grounds since he had

undergone a bypass surgery was ignored.

 In May 2016, the collegium had cleared his transfer to

the Andhra Pradesh High Court. For inexplicable

reasons, the recommendation was not forwarded for

approval to the then President of India, Pranab

Mukherjee.



 In the normal course of events, recommendations for

transfers are cleared within 10 days. The attitude of

the Union government shows that he was being

targeted.

Point of seniority
The reasons put forth in Union Law Minister Ravi Shankar

Prasad’s letter of April 26, 2018 for rejecting the

recommendation for Justice Joseph’s elevation. The first is

that in the All India High Court Judges Seniority List,

Justice Joseph is placed at serial number 42 and that 11

Chief Justices of various High Courts in the said list are

otherwise senior to him.



 This reasoning is flawed. The first is that Justice Joseph

was, obviously, elevated as Chief Justice of the

Uttarakhand High Court on account of his qualities as

a judge over other judges who might otherwise have

been senior. Second, seniority among High Court judges

has never been the only benchmark for appointment as

Chief Justice of a High Court or elevation to the

Supreme Court. Ever since 2014, the government of the

day has never considered seniority as the only basis for

elevation.

 When Judges Deepak Gupta and Navin Sinha were

appointed in February 2017 to the Supreme Court, there

were 40 High Court judges across India senior to them.



Regional representation
 Another reason given by the Law Minister is that

several High Courts including smaller high courts are

not represented in the Supreme Court at present.

 It is true that High Courts in a few States are not

represented. This has happened under the present

regime as well as in the past.

 Justices K.G. Balakrishnan, Cyriac Joseph and K.S.P.

Radhakrishnan were all from the Kerala High Court

despite the Law Minister calling it a relatively small

High Court.



The third reason is that there is an inadequate

representation of the Scheduled Castes (SC) and the

Scheduled Tribes (ST) in the Supreme Court. First, the

total sanctioned strength of the Supreme Court is 31

judges. At the moment, there are 25. Six judges are to

retire this year. Consequently, its strength, if no judges are

appointed, will be reduced to 19. There will be 12

vacancies.



It is crystal clear that the opposition to Justice Joseph is

mala fide. The executive is seeking to blatantly interfere

in the appointment process. If the government’s stand is

legitimised, such incursions on the independence of the

judiciary will become routine.

Final Words:
We want our judges to be immune to extra-

constitutional pressures. That immunity is the only way

to protect our citizens. A judiciary that

capitulates(surrender) is the greatest danger to

democracy.



Title: The cost of pollution

(It adversely impacts both the economy and our health)

Context

In recent years, the pollution load has increased, sometimes

beyond the carrying capacity of the environment. Though

various measures have been adopted to manage pollution,

significant progress has not been achieved.



The environmental Kuznets curve
India’s developmental activities are affecting the

environment to a considerable extent, through over-

exploitation of natural resources and indiscriminate

discharge of waste. This has been interpreted by the

environmental Kuznets curve (EKC) hypothesis which

suggests that as per capita income grows, the increase in

environmental impact hits the maximum and thereafter

declines.

According to the hypothesis, in the initial stages of

economic growth, when more resources are used, there is

greater waste generation and more emissions.



But when a country has achieved a certain level of

development, pollution reduces with greater protection of

the environment, technological improvements,

diversification of the economy from manufacturing to

services, and increasing scarcity and prices of

environmental resources, leading to lower consumption.

India is on the upward part of the EKC. For achieving

sustainable development, it must move to the second

stage.

Over the last few decades, water-intensive and polluting

industries such as textiles, leather, sugar and paper have

shifted from developed to developing countries.



They withdraw huge quantities of water and discharge

effluents without adequate treatment. Before 1980,

countries like the U.K. and the U.S. played a vital role in

textile production and export.

But by 2000, their dominance had substantially reduced

and the share of developing countries like India and

China had increased.

Pollution impacts ecosystems and related economic

activities like agriculture and livestock. Air pollution

causes climate change. Hence, pollution leads to the real

and potential loss of the overall development opportunity

in an economy.



Generally, pollution impacts the socially vulnerable and

poor communities more due to their weak coping options.

When traditional drinking water sources get

contaminated, the rich can buy packaged water. But the

poor cannot afford it and are hence compelled to use

contaminated water. They are also less aware of the

health hazards caused by pollution.

Final Words
Pollution is not a disease, it is only a symptom. Hence, its

root cause should be investigated.

Economic growth is an inevitable requirement, but it need

not be at the cost of health.



Question of the day

Qn.

‘Pollution is not a disease, it is only a symptom?

Explain in your own words.’

Qn. Write the process of appointment of Chief Justices

of Supreme Court.



Qn.

The first 100% solar-powered primary health

center (PHC) in India is _____________

(1) Tapi

(2) Vadodara

(3) Jamnagar

(4) Rajkot

(5) Surat

Ans-(5)







Vocabulary words:

Inhabit (verb) = Live in or occupy (तनिास करना)

Significant (adj) = Noteworthy, remarkable (महत्ििूणण)

Milestone (noun) = A significant stage in the development

Remote (adj) = Situated far from the main centres of

population, faraway
Disparity (noun) = A great difference (असमानिा)

Anomaly (noun) = Oddity, irregularity (तनयमहीनिा)

Hurdle (noun) = Obstacle, problem

Standalone (adj) = Able to operate independently of

other hardware or software
Augment (verb) = Increase, expand (बढ़िी करना)



Vocabulary words:

Wreak (verb) = Inflict, cause damage or harm

Whip up (phrasal verb) = Affect, provoke

Frenzy (noun) = A period of uncontrolled excitement

or wild behaviour

Sabotage (verb) = Deliberately destroy, damage
Outrage (noun) = Fury, indignation (उल्लंघन)

Morph (verb) = Change smoothly from one image to

another
Malign (adj) = Harmful, hostile (नुक़सानदेह)

Acquaint (verb) = Make someone familiar with (िररतिि)

Bilious (adj) = Bad-tempered, irritable



Title: Power drive

(Getting affordable electricity to every household needs

sustained policy support)

Context: Leisang in Manipur became the last village to be 

added to the national power grid. 

The rural electrification scheme — to supply power to 18,452 

villages that have never seen power since Independence.



 Access to electricity drives the productivity of households,

empowers women and enables education and

communication. Millions of homes still lack this vital

resource in India. And as of April 1, 2015, the official count of

unelectrified villages was 18,452.

 So when Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently announced

that all inhabited villages now enjoy electrification, it

signalled a significant milestone in the country’s development.

It is an achievement that will raise aspirations in the remotest

districts.

 Yet, broad-brush statistics conceal severe disparities, including

the actual number of households in villages that have power

connections, the number of hours they get reliable power, and

the per capita power that rural and urban Indians consume.



 For one, the existing definition to declare a village

electrified is coverage of a mere 10% of households

and common facilities such as schools, panchayats

and health centres.

 The claim of electrification pales when viewed

against some of these realities. Rural household

electrification has a wide range across States, from

47% to 100%.

 The average hours of power supplied in a day to rural

areas in January 2018 ranged from 11.5 in Mizoram,

14.91 in Haryana and 17.72 in Uttar Pradesh to 24

hours in Kerala, Gujarat and Tamil Nadu.



 These anomalies are often the result of infrastructure

deficits and administrative inefficiency and they show

that, even with supportive Central schemes, the Power for

All 24x7 goal adopted by States and Union Territories

with a deadline of April 1, 2019 is far from realistic.

 Census data for 2001 and 2011 indicate that the number

of rural households that use electricity as their primary

source of lighting rose by about 12 percentage points to

55.3%, while in that decade urban households rose five

points to 92.7%.

 The per capita consumption between rural and fast-rising

urban India also represents a challenge, since there is a

divergence between the two.



 The answer may lie in a hybrid solution that ensures

continued scaling up of both grid-connected and

standalone solar systems in appropriate areas,

augmenting conventional sources of electricity, with a

clear emphasis on rooftop solutions for cities.

 Cheaper renewables will enable differential pricing for

households in remote areas.

Final Words:

Rural electrification in India has been a long effort, achieving

rapid growth from the Third Plan to the Twelfth Plan, but

getting affordable power to every household needs sustained

policy support.





Idioms & Phrases

1) Out of the arc = Extremely old-fashioned

2) Asleep at the wheel = Not attentive or alert; Inactive



One word Substitution

1) Severely abusive writing in journals= Scurrilous

2) One not concerned with right or wrong = Amoral



Phrasal Verb

1) Pencil in = Set an appointment but not

confirm it as final

2) Zero in on = To focus closely on it.



Question of the day

Qn.

‘Write all the schemes related to the electrification in

rural areas that have been announced by the

government in recent years.’



Q1.

Leisang has become the last village to be added to

the national power grid. It is located in which

state?

1) Tripura

2) Assam

3) Manipur

4) Mizoram

5) Sikkim

Ans-(3)



Q2.

Which among the following Article mentions

about the establishment of the Supreme Court?

1) Article 176

2) Article 153

3) Article 124

4) Article 324

5) Article 312

Ans-(3)



Q3.

Who is the first female judge of Supreme Court?

1) Leela Seth

2) Indu Malhotra

3) Fathima Beevi

4) Lakshmi Devi

5) None of these

Ans-(3)



Q4.Which among the following is the wrong statement

regarding qualification for being a judge in the

Supreme Court?

1) It is compulsory to be a citizen of India.

2) He should be a lawyer in the High Court for at least

10 years

3) Must be a judge in the High Court for at least 5

years

4)He should be a respected jurist in the eyes of

Parliament

5) All are incorrect

Ans-(4)







Vocabulary words:

Succumb (verb) = Die from the effect of a disease or

injury

Silver lining (phrase) = Emphasise the hopeful side of a

situation

Teething problems (idiom) = Short term problems that

occur in the early stage of a new project

Hearten (verb) = Make more cheerful or confident
(खुशी)

Arrears (noun) = Indebtedness, dues (बकाया)

Hang fire (idiom) = To delay or wait to take any action

Wrap up (phrasal verb) = Be quiet



Vocabulary words:

Influx (noun) = An inflow of water, things or a large

number of people

Tumult (noun) = A state of confusion or disorder
(कोलाहल)

Evasion (noun) = An indirect answer, avoidance
(टालमटोल)

Tumble (noun) = Fall suddenly, collapse (तिरािट)

Uptick (noun) = A small increase or slight upward
trend (इजाफा)

Echelon (noun) = A level or rank in an organisation

Enviable (adj) = Desirable, attractive
Prevalent (adj) = Widespread, prevailing (प्रितलि)



Title: Delivering the goods

(GST revenue increase suggests the indirect tax regime is

overcoming teething problems)

Context:- Collections from the Goods and Services Tax crossed

the ₹1 lakh crore mark in April.

The total revenue from the new indirect tax in April was

₹1,03,458 crore, the highest recorded in a single month since

its implementation in July 2017.



 Separate data released last week suggest the number of

registered tax-payers filing GST returns by the specified

deadline has risen from 57% for July to nearly 63% for

March.

 Overall tax compliance for July 2017 is now over 96% of

registered taxpayers who are required to file, and ranges

from 92% to 80% for each month thereafter, till December.

 Though it referred to the record GST collections as a sign of

an upswing in the economy, the government, to be fair, also

stressed that this number may be driven by the human

tendency to wrap up pending official dues at the last

moment — which in this case is the last month of the

financial year. Yet, even delayed compliance is a welcome

‘new normal’.



 It is fair to say that the new tax system has ended its first

three quarters on a robust note. By virtue of just the April

inflows, the average monthly collection has gone from

₹89,885 crore in the first eight months to over ₹91,300

crore.

Final Words:
Fresh anti-evasion measures introduced in the past few weeks,

such as the e-way billing to track movement of goods, could plug

leakages to some extent.



Idioms & Phrases

1) Cow college = A school where farming or

agriculture is studied

1) Eager beaver = Someone who works very hard

and is very enthusiastic



One word Substitution

1) Full of criticism or mockery = Satire

2) To give one’s authority to another = Delegate



Title: Call to action

(WHO highlights the air pollution crisis in urban India; things

are no better in rural areas)

Context:- A new report from the World Health Organisation

highlights not only how widespread air pollution is in urban

India, but also how deficient air quality monitoring is. The

report, which summarised 2016 data for 4,300 cities, ranks 14

Indian cities among the 20 most polluted ones globally.



 While Delhi comes in at number six, Kanpur, Faridabad,

Varanasi, Gaya and Patna are ranked ahead of it, by PM 2.5

levels. And yet, Kanpur, Faridabad and several other pollution-

choked cities have only one PM 2.5 monitoring station each,

while Delhi has several.

 While Europe has the most extensive monitoring network,

countries in Africa and the Western Pacific region perform

poorly. This means data from these regions are of poor quality,

and likely underestimates, resulting in an under-count of the

disease burden as well.

 The report puts the global death toll from air pollution at seven

million a year, attributable to illnesses such as lung cancer,

pneumonia and ischemic heart disease.



 In 2016 alone, it says, around 4.2 million people died owing to

outdoor air pollution, while 3.8 million people succumbed to

dirty cooking fuels such as wood and cow dung. About a third

of these deaths occurred in Southeast Asian countries, which

include India. Once monitoring improves in these regions, the

numbers will likely be revised upwards.

 The report had words of praise for India’s Pradhan Mantri

Ujjwala Yojana scheme, which has provided 37 million

women living below the poverty line with LPG (liquefied

petroleum gas) connections.

 As the recently published draft National Clean Air Programme

noted, there are currently no air pollution monitoring stations

in rural India.



 This does not mean outdoor air pollution is not a problem

here. Studies have shown that ozone levels are higher in rural

areas, as is pollution from insecticide use and crop-burning.

Final Words:
 The WHO has asked Southeast Asian countries to take swift

action to tackle the twin problems of indoor and outdoor

pollution. India must realise that its problems are larger

than the WHO estimates, and take the call to action

seriously.



Phrasal Verb

1) Drop in = To make an unexpected visit

2) Drop off = A sharp decrease, to deliver



Question of the day

Q1.

Who is the chairman of GST council?

a) President of India

b) Finance secretary

c) Finance Minister

d) Prime minister

Ans (c)



Question of the day

Q2.

Which article mentions about the constitution of GST

council)

a) Article 279(a)

b) Article 279(b)

c) Article 275

d) Article 280

Ans (a)



Question of the day
Q3. Which of the following is/are true regarding recent GST

Bill?

(1) Recent Goods and Services Tax (GST) Bill is a money bill.

(2) Being a money bill, Rajya Sabha cannot move amendments

to the recently passed GST Bill.

a) Only 1

b) Only 2

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans (d)



Q4.

Write in detail about Pradhan Mantri Ujjawala

Yojana?







Vocabulary words:

Deceit (noun) = The action of deceiving someone by
misrepresenting the truth (छल)

Step up (phrasal verb) = Increase (आिे आना)

Bolster (verb) = Support, strengthen
Pact (noun) = Agreement, treaty (संति)

Compliance (noun) = The action of complying with a wish
or command (अनुिालन)

Unravel (verb) = Investigate, solve or explain (सुलझाना)

Irrationality (noun) = The quality of being illogical or
unreasonable (िकण हीनिा)

Concerted (adj) = Joint, collective (सतममतलि)

Dawn (verb) = Begin (आरंभ)



Vocabulary words:

Frown upon (phrasal verb) = To view with disapproval
(असहमति प्रकट करना)

Mint (verb) = Infer, guess (अनुमान करना)

Palmistry (noun) = Palm-reading (हस्िरेखाशास्र)

Obsession (noun) = An idea or thought that continually
preoccupies on a person’s mind (जुनून)

Empirical (adj) = Based on observation or experience
(प्रयोितसद्ध)

Dispensation (noun) = Exemption from a rule or usual

requirement

Devise (verb) = Plan or invent by careful thought



Vocabulary words:

Devious (adj) = Showing a skillful use of underhand
tactics to achieve goals (किटी)

Ludicrous (adj) = So foolish, unreasonable (ऊटिटांि)

Persecution (noun) = Ill-treatment, oppression (उत्िीड़न)

Whims (noun) = A sudden desire or change of mind (सनक)

Indoctrination (noun) = Teaching, instruction (समझाना)

Misogynist (noun) = Woman-hater, anti-feminist
Preposterous (adj) = Fruitless (तनरथणक)

Yore (noun) = Long ago, former times



Title: Into the brave new age of irrationality

(The assault on rationality is part of a concerted political

strategy)

Context:- For long, India has as a nation proudly claimed to

be a society of belief. And Indians like to assert that faith is a

‘way of life’ here. Terms such as modernity, rational

thinking and scientific analysis are often frowned upon, and

misdiagnosed as disrespect to Indian culture.



Freshly minted spokesmodel

 In recent years, we have entered a new era. I call it the Era

of Irrationality. The new Chief Minister of Tripura,

Biplab Kumar Deb, is the freshly minted spokesmodel of

this bold, new era.

 There appears to be a relay race among people in public

positions, each one making an astonishingly ridiculous

claim and then passing on the baton. Mr. Deb’s claim that

the Internet existed in the times of the Mahabharata is the

latest. But there have been several other persons before

that: Ganesh was the first example of plastic surgery.

 Stephen Hawking had said that Vedas have a theory

superior to Einstein’s E = mc2.



Freshly minted spokesmodel

 Such statements have made us the laughing stock of the

global scientific community. But more importantly, they

also undermine the significant scientific achievements we

have made post-Independence.

 We cannot even dismiss these as random remarks by the

fringe, the babas and the sadhus. These claims are often

made by public officials (it’s another matter that the babas

and sadhus are now occupying several public offices).

 The assault on rationality is a consequence of a concerted

strategy of political forces. As rational thinking thins, the

same political forces fatten.



Freshly minted spokesmodel
 We Indians have never really adopted the scientific temper,

irrespective of our education. It’s evident from our obsession

with crackpot sciences such as astrology and palmistry in our

daily lives.

 An unscientific society makes the job of an incompetent ruler a

lot easier. No questions are asked; not even basic ones. The ruler

has to just make a claim and the believers will worship him.

Rather than conforming, a truly rational community often

questions disparity, exploitation, persecution on the basis of

caste, religion or gender.

 Hence rationality must be on top of the casualty list followed

quickly by the minorities, Dalits, women, liberals. For the

‘Irrationality project’ to succeed, the ruler needs a willing

suspension of disbelief on a mass scale.



Science v. technology
 The vigour with which the government is making an assault on

the scientific temper only confirms that it is actually frightened

of it. This is the reason why authoritarian regimes are often

intolerant of those who champion the spirit of science, but

encourage scientists who will launch satellites and develop

nuclear weapons — even as they break coconuts, chant hymns

and press “Enter” with their fingers laden with auspicious

stones.

 The indoctrination against the scientific temper begins very

early in our lives. It starts in our families and communities

where young minds are aggressively discouraged from

questioning authority and asking questions.



Final Words
 The final step in the ‘Irrationality project’ is to inject with

regularity, preposterous, over-the-top claims about the nation’s

past. It effectively blurs vision of the present.

 The world is busy studying string theory, the god particle in a

cyclotron, quantum mechanics. But we are busy

expanding our chest size with claims of a fantastic

yore.



Idioms & Phrases

1) Catch-22 = A situation in which it’s

impossible to succeed because of conflicting rules or

conditions

2) Dodged a bullet = Barely escaped from a

dangerous/disastrous situation



One word Substitution

1) A rough, violent, troublesome person = Tartar

2) Drug which causes people to sleep early = Soporific



Title: Targeting Tehran

(Israel’s so-called revelations make no case to junk the Iran

nuclear deal)

Context:- The timing of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu’s claim that Iran had a robust nuclear weapons

programme is not lost on anyone. On Monday, Mr. Netanyahu

shared thousands of documents related to Iran’s nuclear

programme at a time when U.S. President Donald Trump is

considering ripping up the Iran nuclear deal.



 Mr. Trump, who has never hidden his opposition to the

deal signed by the Obama administration with Iran and

five other countries, is expected to take a decision before

May 12. The documents Mr. Netanyahu cited were stolen

from Iran by Israeli spies, and suggest that Iran had a

robust nuclear weapons programme before the multilateral

deal was signed — while Iran had always maintained that

its nuclear programme was for civilian purposes.

 Mr. Netanyahu argued that the documents pointed to an

act of deceit on Iran’s part, a claim the U.S. immediately

backed.

 Mr. Netanyahu’s ‘revelations’ are clearly aimed at setting

the stage for, and influencing, Mr. Trump’s big decision

on the deal in the coming days.



 Even if the documents are authentic, they suggest that Iran

had a nuclear weapons programme. There is no indication

that Iran has violated the terms of the Joint

Comprehensive Plan of Action, the international

agreement signed between Iran, the five permanent

members of the UN Security Council, and Germany.

 So, practically, if Mr. Trump decides to pull out of the Iran

deal, it would start the unravelling of an agreement that

nobody has violated.

Final Words

 The U.S. should assess the agreement based on its merit

and outcomes, not on narrow geopolitical or

ideological calculations.



Phrasal Verb

1) Do up = To be able to be fastened

2) Wrap up = To put warm clothes on



Question of the day

Q1.

What is the capital of IRAN?

1. Tehran

2. Mashhad

3. Tabriz

4. Isfahan

Ans (1)



Question of the day

Q2.

14 Indian cities figure in a list of world's 20 most

polluted cities in terms of particulate matter PM2.5

levels in 2016. Which city topped the list?

1. Kanpur

2. Delhi

3. Gurgaon

4. Varanasi

Ans (1)







Vocabulary words:

Reluctant (adj) = Unwilling and hesitant (अतनच्छुक)

Repercussion (noun) = An unintended consequence of
an event (प्रतितक्रया)

Expediency (noun) = Advantage, usefulness (मुनाफा)

Contempt (noun) = Disregard, disrespect (तनन्दनीय)

Untenable (adj) = Indefensible, unarguable
(अतस्थर, असमथणनीय)

Convene (verb) = Assemble, summon (बुलाना)

Disdain (noun) = Contempt (तिरस्कार)

Scandal (noun) = Wrongdoing, misconduct



Vocabulary words:

Ferry (verb) = Transport, carry
Ruthless (adj) = Having or showing no pity (कू्रर)

Stipulate (verb) = Demand or specify a requirement as a
part of agreement (शिण लिाना)

Deportation (noun) = Expelling a foreigner from a country
(देशतनकाला)

Endure (verb) = Suffer something painful patiently
(सहन करना)

Grotesque (adj) = Deformed, malformed (तितित्र)

Enshrine (verb) = Set down, preserve (प्रतिष्ठातिि करना)

Erstwhile (adj) = Former (भूििूिण)



Vocabulary words:

Compliance (noun) = Adherence (अनुिालन)

Xenophobic (adj) = Showing a dislike against people from

other countries



Title: Raising fences

(The Windrush scandal marks another episode in Europe’s

hardening politics on immigration)

Context:- The scandal over the targeting of Britons of

Caribbean origin is the latest twist in Europe’s recent politics

over immigration, denting the continent’s image as being

open, liberal and tolerant.





 The development comes at an awkward moment for

London, which hopes to negotiate trade agreements with

the countries of the British Commonwealth as it withdraws

from the European Union.

 The Windrush generation, named after one of the many

vessels that ferried some half a million people from the

Caribbean islands to the U.K. in the late 1940s, has fallen

victim to a ruthless policy that stipulates annual net

immigration objectives.

 In its wake, people with cultural links to the region but

who have lived all their lives in the U.K. are having to

provide proof of residence for every year of their stay of up

to 60-70 years.





 Inability to furnish such evidence has been met with job

losses, threat of deportation, withdrawal of welfare

benefits and even denial of critical medical care.

 For Britons of West Indies origin, the enormous emotional

trauma of being regarded as aliens in a country that had

invited their families to rebuild its economy must be hard

enough to endure.

 The Windrush saga is a reminder of the grotesque response

from some central European governments in 2015 to

prevent desperate Syrian migrants from entering their

territory.



 It is arguable whether the debate over the so-called illegal

immigration across the industrialised world has focussed

attention on systemic shortcomings and genuine

violations.

 But surely, the controversy has typified the inability of

governments to manage the political fallout from the

current phase of globalisation and trade liberalisation.

**



Idioms & Phrases

1) The best of both worlds = Enjoy two different

opportunities at the same time

2) When pigs fly = Something that will never happen



One word Substitution

1) Ready to believe anything = Credulous

2) That which lasts for a short time = Transitory



Title: Poll position

(Citing the Karnataka poll to delay the Cauvery scheme is a

poor excuse)

Context:- The Centre’s excuse for being unable to submit a

draft scheme on the Cauvery issue is so poor that it will

convince nobody.



 The Attorney General’s explanation that the draft scheme

could not be readied because the Prime Minister and

other ministers were busy “travelling” in Karnataka is

laughable.

There are several reasons why the Centre’s stand is legally

untenable and morally wrong.

 First and foremost, the framing of a scheme to implement a

river water tribunal’s award is the Centre’s statutory

obligation, and it is not open to the government to weigh its

political or electoral implications in the face of such a

deadline.



 In its verdict on February 16, 2018, the apex court granted

six weeks’ time to the Centre for framing the scheme. It

added for good measure that no extension of time would be

granted on any ground. Yet, on the eve of the expiry of the

deadline, the Union government chose to file an application

seeking three more months.

 Tamil Nadu filed a contempt petition. In its application for

more time, the Centre had mentioned that it had convened a

meeting of representatives of the four States and had also

cited the differences of opinion among the States over

the composition of the proposed mechanism.



 There was at least a ring of truth to this, given that

consulting the parties over the composition of the scheme

was necessary to frame it. Even then, the Supreme Court

was unimpressed; it had asked the Centre to prove its bona

fides by submitting a draft scheme on May 3.

 That it not only failed to do so, but also chose to cite the

Prime Minister’s preoccupation with the campaign is bound

to raise questions about its commitment to impartial

governance and its disdain for judicial orders.



 Final Words

The Centre’s attitude suggests that it hopes to persuade the

court that a degree of political expediency in the light of the

election is normal and acceptable.

Clearly, it is not as keen on proving its own bona fides as it is

on improving its prospects in Karnataka.



Phrasal Verb

1) Give in = To surrender

2) Give out = To distribute, stop working



Question of the day

Q1.

Which of the following is not the tributary of Cauvery

river?

(1) Kabini

(2) Noyyal

(3) Amaravati

(4) Tungabhadra

Ans (4)



Question of the day

Q2.

Who is the present Attorney General of India?

(1) K.K. Venugopal

(2) Mukul Rohatgi

(3) M.C. Setalvad

(4) P. Satyapal Jain

Ans (1)



Question of the day

Q3.

Who is the Governor of Tamil Nadu?

(1) C. Vidyasagar Rao

(2) E.S.L. Narasimhan

(3) Banwarilal Purohit

(4) Ram Naik

Ans (3)







Vocabulary words:

Compliance (noun) = The fact of complying with a
wish or command (अनुिालन)

Cess (noun) = A tax or levy (उिकर)

Evasive (adj) = Tending to avoid commitment
(किटिूणण)

Jitters (noun) = Feeling of extreme nervousness

Alleviate (verb) = Make a problem less severe
(कम करना)

Loom (verb) = Appear as a vague
(िंुिला तदखाई देना)

Abolition (noun) = The ending of a system or
practice (समाति)



Vocabulary words:

Rhetoric (noun) = The art of effective speaking or
writing (भािण कला)

Gallantry (noun) = Courageous behaviour (शौयण, िीरिा)

Sweeping (adj) = Extensive (व्यािक)

Insinuate (verb) = Suggest or hint in an indirect way
(संकेि करना)

Distinguished (adj) = Very successful, authoritative (तितशष्ट)

Disdainful (adj) = Showing contempt or lack of respect
(घृणात्मक)

Glaring (adj) = Clear, apparent (स्िष्ट)

Gaffe (noun) = An unintentional act, blunder (ग़लिी)

Tenuous (adj) = Very weak and slight (िुच्छ)



Vocabulary words:

Pertinent (adj) = Relevant to a particular matter (उतिि)

Contour (noun) = An outline representing the shape of

something

Aspersion (noun) = An attack on the reputation of

someone
Denigrate (verb) = Criticize unfairly (बदनाम करना)

Burnish (verb) = Enhance, improve
Fidelity (noun) = Faithfulness to a person, loyalty (तनष्ठा)

Unsavoury (adj) = Disagreeable to taste (बेस्िाद)

Dispensation (noun) = Exemption from a rule, a political or

religious system



Title: GST’s complicated

(The new compliance system and a proposal for cess on sugar

send the wrong signals)

Context:- With collections from the goods and services tax

peaking at over ₹1 lakh crore in April, industry hoped the

GST Council would make life simpler for an increasingly

compliant tax-payer base.



 Indeed, at its meeting last week the Council decided to

introduce a new compliance system under which a single

monthly GST return will have to be submitted by firms,

barring a few exceptions. However, this will only be done in

a phased manner — with the first of three transition stages

to begin six months from now.

 Issues: In the second stage of the transition to simpler

returns, buyers will get provisional input credit even if the

seller doesn’t upload the invoices. While this could lead to

disputes, in the third stage input credits will only be

granted after sellers upload invoices.

 If a seller defaults on depositing GST dues collected from a

buyer and remains evasive, the authorities can reverse the

credit availed by the buyer for such outstanding taxes.(*)



 In any case, the timelines for the transition are long and

bring fresh uncertainty for businesses still recovering from

the initial jitters and confusion around the tax regime.

Firms will again have to cope with significant changes in

accounting software in the middle of the financial year.

 The most troubling is the Centre’s push for the imposition

of a cess on sugar over and above the 5% GST levied on it.

A cess at the rate of ₹3 a kg is proposed to alleviate ‘deep

distress’ among sugarcane farmers.

 Not surprisingly, this faces opposition from several States.

It has been rightly argued that this will burden consumers

while favouring larger sugarcane-growing States like

U.P. and Maharashtra.



Final Words

 Lastly, the decision to make the GSTN a 100%

government-owned firm, instead of the present structure

with 51% private ownership, explains neither how this

will address data security concerns nor the impact on the

Network’s functional efficiency, which was the original

stated intent for giving private players an upper hand in

operations.



Idioms & Phrases

1) Rank and File = Ordinary people

2) Out of the wood = Free from difficulties and dangers



One word Substitution

1) An object or portion serving as a sample = Specimen

2) To renounce a high position of authority or control

= Abdicate



Title: Military history on the campaign trail

(The political class must keep the armed forces out of electoral

rhetoric)

Context:- Indian military history came into focus in a rather

embarrassing manner recently. Last week, while on the

campaign trail in Karnataka, Prime Minister Narendra Modi

criticised the Congress party for insulting two illustrious

generals of the Indian Army.



Both these military icons, Field Marshal K.M. Cariappa and

General K.S. Thimayya, are from the local Coorgi (now

Kodava) community. And this case of “disrespect” goes back

many decades, to the 1947-48 war (Pakistan) and the 1962 war

(China).

Import and subtext

A translation of what the Prime Minister, who spoke in Hindi,

is: “In 1948 we won the war against Pakistan under General

Thimayya’s leadership. But after such gallantry, the saviour of

Kashmir, General Thimayya, was repeatedly insulted by then

Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and Defence Minister V.K.

Krishna Menon. And for this reason, General Thimayya, to

retain the sanctity of his position, had to resign from his post.”



 The electoral subtext was clear — to show the Congress in a

bad light in relation to national security and exploit the

widely held perception that Nehru and Krishna Menon, were

disdainful of the two generals.

 The factual errors in the Prime Minister’s statements

were glaring. The Indian Army had a British chief during the

1947-48 war for Kashmir; Thimmaya was a two-star general

in the Kashmir operations under the command of Lt. General

Cariappa, who was the Army Commander.

 Sardar Baldev Singh was the Defence Minister in 1948 and

Thimmaya did not resign at that time. Similarly, the reference

to Cariappa was way off the mark, for he had retired in 1953

and was in no way involved with the 1962 war.



 The Congress did not cover itself with glory either in its bid

to counterattack the Prime Minister for his factual errors,

 It is true that Krishna Menon sought to politicise the top brass

of the Army and that Nehru chided Thimmaya in

Parliament, but the relevance of Army history to a State
election is tenuous(िुच्छ).



A polarization

 Should all this be allowed to be extended to the Indian

military? Those in the political establishment (in this case

the elders in the national political parties) and those who

advise the people who matter on issues of campaign strategy

for 2019 would be well advised to consider the long-term

consequences of denigrating and demonising the political

‘other’ on matters of national security through their

imagined and burnished history.

 It is a fact that there have been many national security

omissions and policy blunders by successive Indian

governments since 1948, but these are better deliberated in

Parliament for redress and consensual correction.



Final Words

 Yes, the national discourse about the military ought to be

critical in a constructive manner.

 But the form and content of this discourse must be in

keeping with a constitutional, democratic ethos and

acknowledge that the abiding national security interest

transcends the electoral fortunes of political parties.



Phrasal Verb

1) Call Forth = Make something happen

2) Call off = Cancel



Question of the day

Q1.

Write all the facts related to GST.







Vocabulary words:

Collide (verb) = Hit by accident when moving (तभड़ना)

Man (verb) = Defend or fortification
Measly (adj) = Ridiculously small or few (िुच्छ)

Aggrieved (adj) = Feeling resentment at having been
unfairly treated (दुतखि)

Tort (noun) = A wrongful act

Tortfeasor (noun) = A person who commits a tort

Tribunal (noun) = A body established to settle disputes

Nonfeasance (noun) = Failure to perform an act that is
required by law (कर्त्णव्य िूरा न करना)

Breach (noun) = Violation (उल्लंघन)

Precedent (noun) = Exemplar, model (तमसाल)



Vocabulary words:

Corollary (noun) = A direct or natural consequence or
result (िररणाम)

Plaintiff (noun) = A person who brings a case against

another in a court of law

Belie (verb) = Fail to give true impression of
something (झुठलाना)

Irrational (adj) = Not logical (िकण हीन)

Perilous (adj) = Full of danger or risk (जोतखम)

Inherently (adv) = In a permanent, essential (स्िाभातिक)

Adjudication (noun) = A formal judgement on a disputed
matter (तनणणयादेश)

Stampede (noun) = A sudden panic rush (भिदड़)



Vocabulary words:

Hitherto (adv) = Until now (अब िक)

Parrot (verb) = Repeat mechanically

Expound (verb) = Present or explain in detail
(व्याख्या करना)

Berate (verb) = Scold or criticize angrily
Precisely (adv) = In exact terms, exactly (ठीक)

Besiege (verb) = Surround or harass

Sordid (adj) = Involving immoral actions, disgusting

Squabble (verb) = Quarrel noisily over a trivial matter
(िकरार)

Inane (adj) = Lacking sense or meaning (अनथणक)



Title: Stop this jobs charade

(India must debate solutions to the employment problem, as a

true democracy should and would)

Context:- In January this year, the Prime Minister made this

statement: “7 million new jobs created in 2017.”.



 Here is another: “10-12 million young people join the

workforce every year and 7 million new and formal jobs

were created in 2017,” said the Minister of State of Civil

Aviation, in April.

 The Minister not only parrots the Prime Minister but also

expounds how 10 to 12 million youth enter the labour

market every year looking for a job and that the

government has created 7 million newformal jobs for them

— implying that almost everyone who is looking for a job

found one, formal and informal jobs combined.



 And another: “6.22 million new jobs created in 2017-18,”

said the Vice Chair of NITI Aayog, in April. He goes a step

above by giving us a seemingly precise estimate of 6.22

million new jobs being created by the government.

 The icing and cherry on the “jobs cake” is then placed by a

member of this Council who claims that even the Prime

Minister was wrong and that India did not create just seven

million but 15 million new jobs.

Hence, summarising all these pundits, every Indian who was

looking for a job was besieged with multiple job offers. Perhaps

the only thing the government needs to do now is to set up youth

counselling centres across the country to help India’s youth

decide which of their many job offers they should choose, and

match their career aspirations.



Every single ‘Mood of the Nation’ survey (such as Lokniti

CSDS, India Today, Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy)

shows that unemployment and jobs for youth are the biggest

concerns of Indians. Yet, the Prime Minister and his team are

squabbling over whether every Indian who is looking for a job

got one formal job offer or two.

Data sources

One single data point from the government’s 2018 Economic

Survey is proof of how grave India’s jobs problem is. The

survey observed that 90% of all employees in the formal sector

earn less than ₹15,000 a month.



 That is, most of those who are privileged to have a formal job

in the country (including experienced seniors) earn less than

₹15,000 a month. One can then impute that new formal sector

jobs for first-timers will pay perhaps half — ₹7,500 a month.

 To put this in context, if a person in India can find no job

whatsoever and is forced to enrol himself in the Mahatma

Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act

programme, he is guaranteed to earn at least ₹6,000 a month,

which is the equivalent of India’s unemployment insurance.

 If, as our pundits claim, India’s economy is spewing jobs all

over and there is so much demand for youth in formal sector

jobs, surely it should reflect in higher salaries than just ₹7,500

a month?



Serious topic

The issue of jobs is a global issue that is confronting all major

economies today, including the developed ones. We are yet to

bear the true impact of automation and other technological

disruptions on job creation. It is not about the National

Democratic Alliance versus the United Progressive Alliance. It

is not about the left wing versus the right wing.

Final Words

As a nation, we have to deal with this very serious issue in a

mature manner. Let us begin by accepting a few truths,

however harsh they may be. Let us then debate and discuss

ideas to find solutions, as a true democracy should and would.



Idioms & Phrases

1) A wee bit = A little

2) Under one’s thumb = Under one’s control



One word Substitution

1) Lasting only for a moment = Momentary

2) One who is indifferent to pleasure or pain = Stoic



Title: Where the law needs to change track

(The recent deaths of schoolchildren at an unmanned rail

crossing highlight why the Railways Act must be amended)

Context:- In late April, a bus with schoolchildren collided with

a train at an unmanned railway level crossing, near Kushinagar in

Uttar Pradesh. Thirteen of them died. This is not the first time

that an incident of this nature has occurred, so some questions

need to be asked. Is there any mandate for manning all level

crossings?



 In an incident such as this, where the bus driver was

reportedly negligent, is the railway administration liable

even if the train engine driver cannot be faulted?

Legal issues

 We can look for some answers in a 1997 Supreme Court

judgment (Union of India v. United India Insurance). In

May 1979, at Akaparampa in Kerala, 40 passengers and the

driver of a passenger bus that had been hired were killed

when the vehicle was hit by a train at an unmanned level

crossing.

 A claim for damages for negligence of the defendant falls

in the arena of a civil wrong called a tort action.



Railway Claims Tribunals

 Only a passenger on a train can make a claim before the

Tribunal. Passengers of a bus or motor vehicle who may have

been harmed after a collision with a train can only approach

the Motor Accidents Claims Tribunal.

 However, this tribunal can entertain the claim against the

Railways also as a joint tortfeasor if the negligence of the

Railways is established.

 The Supreme Court borrowed the neighbourhood principle.

It said that the duty of care for the Railways extends not only

to those who use the Railways’ services but also to people

who are “neighbours” — namely, users of vehicles on roads

that intersect with tracks.



Need for continuous audit
 The decision by the Railways to equip all level crossings in

India with gates by 2020 does not mean that unmanned

gates will be relegated to history.

 After all, these gates have not come about because the

Railways laid tracks across roads and kept these places

unguarded.

 On the other hand, because of the operations of the

Railways, where tracks are laid across large tracts of land,

there is greater human movement in these areas; in turn,

roads are laid across tracks on both sides.



Final Words:

The railway administration should have continuous audit of

tracks; when new roads come on either side, traffic must be

calibrated, adequate infrastructure built, and safety measures

put in place.



Phrasal Verb

1) Fall back = Withdraw or retreat to a

previous position

2) Back down = Stop defending opinion in a

debate



Question of the day

Q1.

Who is the Minister of state for Civil Aviation?

(1) Suresh Prabhu

(2) Jayant Sinha

(3) Piyush Goyal

(4) Santosh Gangwar

Ans:- (2)



Question of the day

Q2.

Who is the Vice chairman of NITI Aayog?

(1) V.K. Saraswat

(2) Vivek Debroy

(3) Rajiv Kumar

(4) Ramesh Chandra

Ans:- (3)



Question of the day

Q3.

Economic Survey of India is prepared under the

guidance of _______?

Ans:- Chief Economic Advisor



Question of the day

Q4.

Who is the current chief economic advisor to the

government of India?

Ans:- Arvind Subramanian







Vocabulary words:

Uncanny (adj) = Strange or mysterious, unnatural
(अलौतकक)

Reciprocate (verb) = Do the same in return (प्रतिफल िुकाना)

Stand-off (phrasal verb) = Deadlock (ितिरोि)

Rhetoric (noun) = The art of effective speaking or writing
(भािण कला)

Scepticism (noun) = Doubt as to truth of something (संदेहिाद)

Commemorate (verb) = Recall and show respect for
someone or something (स्मरण करना)

Queer (verb) = Spoil or ruin (तितित्र)



Vocabulary words:

Itinerary (noun) = A planned route or journey
Retaliation (noun) = Counter attack (प्रतिशोि)

Coterie (noun) = A small group of people with shared

interests or tastes

Coronation (noun) = The ceremony of crowning a sovereign
(राज्यातभिेक)

Daunting (adj) = Seeming difficult to deal with in
prospect (कतठन)

Annex (verb) = Add as an extra or subordinate part
(िूरक अंश)

Dwindle (verb) = Diminish gradually (िीण होना)



Title: Reviving ‘Neighbourhood First’

(India’s regional reset won’t be complete without a change in its

Pakistan policy)

Context:- Even Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s critics

acknowledge his uncanny ability to take bold decisions and

this reflects in his foreign policy initiatives. Interestingly, he is

also demonstrating an ability to undertake course corrections.



 The informal summit at Wuhan, China, last month and a

visit to Nepal this month reflect a change aimed at reviving

the ‘neighbourhood first’ policy announced in 2014.

The China outreach

 Mr. Modi had received Chinese President Xi Jinping in

September 2014 in Gujarat reflecting his personalised

diplomacy.

 The personalised diplomacy was reciprocated the

following year when Mr. Modi visited China and Mr. Xi

received him in Xian.



 In mid-2016, China blocked India’s bit to join the Nuclear

Suppliers Group (NSG) despite a meeting between the

two leaders in Tashkent on the margins of the Shanghai

Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit.

 This was followed by China vetoing Masood Azhar’s

listing as a terrorist in the UN Security Council even

though the Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) is a banned entity.

 China’s veto continued even after the Uri Army camp

attack by JeM cadres later that year, adding to India’s

growing annoyance.

 Hydrological data sharing stopped amid reports of

diversion of Brahmaputra river waters.



 The 73-day stand-off at Doklam last year and

accompanying rhetoric reflected a marked downturn. India

responded through all this by voicing scepticism regarding

Mr. Xi’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), stepping up

maritime engagement with the U.S. and Japan and reviving

the Quad (with Australia) in Manila (Philippines)last year.

 The Wuhan summit was projected as ‘informal’ (something

the Chinese have engaged in with U.S. Presidents Barack

Obama and Donald Trump), without an agenda.

 Instead of a customary Joint Statement, there were separate

briefings.



 With three more meetings likely during the SCO, G-20 and

BRICS summits later this year, it is clear that there is an effort

to bring the relationship on track.

Rebuilding trust with Nepal

 A similar exercise appears to be under way with Nepal. Mr.

Modi’s visit in 2014 had generated considerable goodwill but

subsequent decisions queered the pitch.

 India’s public display of unhappiness with Nepal’s new

Constitution and support for the Madhesi cause created ill-

will. The economic impact caused by the disruption of

supplies of essential items such as liquefied petroleum gas,

petroleum products and medicines fed the anti-Indian

sentiment which K.P. Oli effectively exploited to score a

decisive electoral victory late last year.



 A return visit by Mr. Modi to Nepal within a month (on May 11-

12) indicates that both sides are keen to show positive

movement. Expectations are being kept low key but the optics

of positive messaging are evident.

The Pakistan challenge

 With Pakistan, after the opening when the then Prime Minister,

Nawaz Sharif, visited Delhi in 2014 and Mr. Modi dropped in to

have tea with him in Lahore in December 2015, relations stalled

in 2016 following the Pathankot and Uri attacks.

 Firing across the Line of Control (LoC) has intensified leading

to higher casualties on both sides, both civilian and military. In

September 2016, India launched ‘surgical strikes’ as retaliation

for the Uri attack but this has not reduced infiltration.



 Elections are likely in July and the Army would prefer to

keep Mr. Sharif’s PML(N) out of power. Mr. Sharif’s

dismissal and disqualification for life from politics by the

Supreme Court makes it clear that the Army is determined

to control the political transition. Pakistan Army Chief

Qamar Javed Bajwa has, on more than one occasion,

emphasised the need for improving relations with both

India and Afghanistan.

Final Words

A change in the Pakistan policy may well be the reset to

enable Mr. Modi to reclaim his ‘neighbourhood first’

policy.



Idioms & Phrases

1) The acid test = A situation or event which finally

proves whether something is good or bad, true or false, etc.

2) Aid and Abet = Help someone to commit a crime



One word Substitution

1) Something no longer in use = Obsolete

2) Words written on a tomb = Epitaph



Title: The age of Putin

(The Russian President begins a new term with huge economic

and foreign policy challenges)

Context:- Vladimir Putin, who has maintained a tight grip on

power in Russia for almost two decades, begins his fourth term

as President at a time when the country is going through a

difficult period, economically and diplomatically.



 Widely credited with stabilising post-Soviet Russia during

his first two terms after the chaos of the Boris Yeltsin years,

Mr. Putin presents himself as a strongman seeking to

restore Russia’s lost glory. This image has helped him

bolster his popularity.

 In the March presidential election he won 77% of the

popular vote, the largest margin for any post-Soviet leader.

 Russia’s most prominent opposition figure, Alexei Navalny,

was barred from contesting the election, which rendered the

presidential race a formality for the re-coronation of Mr.

Putin.

 One of his biggest promises is stability, both political and

economic.



 Mr. Putin’s muscular foreign policy is a more solid source of

public support for him.

 In 2008 he sent troops to Georgia, and in 2014 he annexed

Crimea — actions that have contributed to Russia’s

deteriorating(worse) ties with the West.

 In 2015, Russia’s intervention in Syria not only dragged the

country deeper into a complex civil war but also put ties

with the U.S. under greater strain. The allegations that

Russia interfered in the 2016 U.S. presidential election have

increased the hostility between the one-time Cold War

rivals.

 In the short term, Mr. Putin succeeded in creating the

impression that Russia is back on the global stage.



Final Words

As he begins another term, Mr. Putin’s Russia looks

increasingly like a managed dictatorship with a troubled

economy and dwindling influence. It is to be seen where he

takes the country in the next six years.



Phrasal Verb

1) Call for = To require

2) Close up = Close temporarily



Question of the day

Q1.

Which of the following Indian state does not share its

border with Nepal?

(1) Uttar Pradesh

(2) Uttarakhand

(3) Bihar

(4) Himachal Pradesh

Ans:- (4)



Question of the day

Q2.

Which of the following Indian state does not share its

border with China?

(1) Assam

(2) Himachal Pradesh

(3) Arunachal Pradesh

(4) Sikkim

Ans:- (1)



Question of the day

Q3.

What is the name of Brahmaputra river in China?

(1) Tsangpo

(2) Gonspa

(3) Renminbi

(4) Dibang

Ans:- (1)







Vocabulary words:

Undermine (verb) = Lessen the effectiveness
(कम आंकना)

Unilaterally (adv) = Used to indicate that something
is done by only one person (एकिरफा)

Curtail (verb) = Reduce in extent or quantity
(कटौिी)

Wreck (verb) = Destroy or severely damage
(बबाणद करना )

Embolden (verb) = Give the courage and confidence
to do something (प्रोत्सातहि करना)

Tumultuous (adj) = Making an uproar or loud
(उिार-िढ़ाि भरे)



Vocabulary words:

Pristine (adj) = In its original condition (प्रािीन)

Replete (adj) = Filled or well supplied with something
(िररिूणण)

Innumerable (adj) = Numerous, countless (असंख्य)

Pop up (phrasal verb) = Appear or occur suddenly

Articulate (verb) = Pronounce clearly and distinctly

Anecdotal (adj) = Informal, unreliable

Whir (phrasal verb) = Make a low, continuous and

regular sound

Jolt (noun) = An abrupt rough or violent movement
(आघाि)



Title: Deal breaker

(The U.S. retreat from the Iran nuclear deal has undermined the

rules-based global order)

Context:- President Donald Trump’s decision to unilaterally

pull the U.S. out of the Iran nuclear deal is a huge setback to

multilateral diplomacy and the rules-based international order.



 The agreement, signed in 2015 by Iran with the five

permanent members of the UN Security Council, Germany

and the EU, curtailed its nuclear programme in return for

withdrawing economic sanctions. It was reached after 18

months of painful negotiations. Under the deal, most of Iran’s

enriched uranium was shipped out of the country, a heavy

water facility was rendered inoperable and the operational

nuclear facilities were brought under international inspection.

 In Iran, the moderate government of President Hassan

Rouhani went ahead with the deal despite strong opposition

from hardliners. Mr. Trump has just wrecked all these efforts,

despite numerous reports, including from American

intelligence agencies, that Iran is 100% compliant with the

terms of the agreement.



 When the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, as the deal

is formally called, was signed, many had raised doubts about

whether Iran could be trusted to comply with the terms.

 Three years later, unfortunately, it’s the U.S., which had

initiated talks with Iran under the previous administration,

that has acted in bad faith.

 Mr. Trump’s decision is not about nuclear weapons. If his

administration was actually concerned about Iran acquiring

them, it would have supported a deal that closes the path

towards nuclear weapons for Iran.



 Instead, the bigger concern for Mr. Trump as well as

Washington’s closest allies in West Asia — Israel and Saudi

Arabia — is Iran’s re-accommodation in the global

economic mainstream. They fear that if Iran’s economic

profile rises, it will embolden it to increase its regional

presence, posing a strategic threat to the interests of the U.S.-

Saudi-Israel axis.

 Mr. Trump has always been a critic of the Iran deal, and the

Islamic Republic in general. Now, by pulling out of the deal
he has manufactured a crisis in an already tumultuous(उिार-

िढ़ाि भरे) region.



Final Words:

The U.S. stands isolated in its decision. But the question is

whether Europe and other powers will stick together to respect

the mandate of an international agreement, or buckle under

American pressure. If they do cave in, West Asia will be a lot

more dangerous.



Idioms & Phrases

1) Out and out = Totally

2) Cheek by jowl = Very near



One word Substitution

1) One who studies election trend by means of opinion

polls = Psephologist

2) A doctor who treats children = Paediatrician



Title: Rethinking wind energy

(Global research is slowly revealing its high indirect impact on

the ecosystem)

Context:- The bald tops of the Western Ghats are a pristine

ecosystem replete with innumerable animal species and,

apparently, an abundance of wind and windmills.



 As the country tries to achieve an ambitious renewable

energy target of 175 GW, windmills have popped up in at

least 65 sq km of forested area, with permissions for

another 30 or so sq km still pending. This isn’t surprising

given that India’s potential wind power map envelops the

Western Ghats (from Kerala to Gujarat) and even large

parts of the Eastern Ghats.

 While this has often led to expressions of concern over the

environmental impact — these must be articulated in policy

to prevent irrecoverable changes in the local ecosystem.

 Global scientific research has also highlighted the impact of

windmills on wildlife.



 For example, in the first few months of 2018 alone,

published papers have shown that in the Pacific islands, bat

activity is as much as 20 times lower in areas with

windmills. And in Texas(In US), there has been a

staggering 77% decrease in redhead ducks in coastal ponds

within windfarms.

 The situation may not be different in India. In fact, it may

be worse considering the high levels of biodiversity in

every square kilometre of forest.

 In Rajasthan, for instance, transmission lines and spinning

blades have reportedly led to increasing mortalities of the

critically-endangered Great Indian Bustard(Bird).

 In studies of wind farms from Kutch to Andhra Pradesh,

direct collisions have been reported.



 In Karnataka, where over 6,000 acres of forest land have

been diverted for windmills, anecdotal evidence suggests

that many species could be affected.

 Apart from birds, even smaller rodents and mammals avoid

these patches due to the constantly whirring turbines. In this

predator-less micro-environment, the lizard population has

increased, leading to an increase in competition and

decrease in consumable resources.



 Final Words

Only long-term research can reveal if these changes have led to

cascading effects on insects, vegetation and the soil. Further,

construction denudes forests, fragments them through access

roads and transmission lines, and even raises the risk of forest

fires.



Phrasal Verb

1) Ask around = To invite someone

2) Ask after = Ask a number of people for

information of help



Question of the day

Q1.

What can be the possible negative outcomes of the

renewable energy?



Question of the day

Q2.

Which of the following country is not a part of Iran

Nuclear deal framework?

(1) China

(2) Russia

(3) France

(4) Australia

Ans:- (4)



Question of the day

Q3.

What is the currency of Iran?

(1) Euro

(2) Dinar

(3) Dollar

(4) Rial

Ans:- (4)







Vocabulary words:

Vie (verb) = Emulate, match (प्रतियोतििा करना)

Paradigm (noun) = A typical example of something (तमसाल)

Bourses (noun) = The Paris stock exchange

(stock market in France)
Swathes (noun) = Restriction (बंिन)

Peddle (verb) = Try to sell something

Accumulate (verb) = Gather together or acquire an

increasing number or quantity of
Ostensibly (adv) = Apparently, seemingly (जातहर िौर िर)

Ruffle (verb) = Disorder, disarrange



Vocabulary words:

Extant (adj) = Still in existence, surviving (तिद्यमान)

Nuance (noun) = A subtle difference (अति सूक्ष्म अंिर)

Fissile (adj) = Able to undergo nuclear fission

Moratorium (noun)= A temporary prohibition of an activity
(रोक)

Deterrent (noun) = A thing that discourages or is intended

to discourage someone from doing something

Disarmament (noun) = The reduction or withdrawal of

military forces and weapons
Perpetual (adj) = Never ending or changing (लिािार)

Jeopardy (noun) = Danger of loss, harm or failure (ख़िरा)



Title: Online retail flip

(Walmart’s controlling stake in Flipkart shows why the

government must update policy)

Context:- Walmart has announced a plan to buy a controlling

stake of around 77% in home-grown e-commerce firm

Flipkart for a sum of $16 billion.



 In the process, Walmart has pipped rival Amazon, which is just

behind Flipkart when it comes to its share of the Indian e-

commerce pie and has independently been vying to acquire the

Bengaluru-based company.

 China’s Alibaba, with its investment in Paytm Mall, is vying to

compete in the space as well.

 But the big battle for Indians’ e-tail space, for now, will play

out between two of America’s biggest companies.

 Not surprisingly, traditional retail players have responded with

willingness to adapt to this paradigm shift and consider

strategic alliances with online rivals. Interestingly, Walmart

investors have voted against what they saw as an expensive bet,

with the firm losing about $8 billion in value on the

bourses(stock market) after the deal was finalised.



 Though e-tail may have changed shopping habits among

swathes of Indians, it remains heavily dependent on discount-

peddling. Flipkart, in particular, has reported accumulated

losses of ₹24,000 crore.

 Walmart is betting on the future growth it can unlock from

this full-frontal entry into a market that has proved difficult

despite its best attempts for over a decade.

 The company had entered India in 2007 but exited the joint

venture with the Bharti group and restricted its operations to

cash-and-carry stores, in the face of strict curbs on foreign

direct investment (FDI) in the multi-brand retail sector. These

restrictions, ostensibly to protect smaller retailers, have

remained in place under the NDA government, belying

expectations of a reset.



 It is important to assess if, and how, the U.S. firm will

integrate Indian suppliers into its international operations.

Final Words:

 Most importantly, it is time to nuance the debates that have

dominated India’s retail FDI policy — big versus small,

local versus foreign — to create a truly level playing field

where all can compete, without artificial safeguards that

can be overcome via such deals.



Idioms & Phrases

1) Bar none = With no exceptions

2) Go begging = Be available



One word Substitution

1) A situation that stops activity from progressing =

Bottleneck

2) A violent storm = Tempest



Title: Pokhran II, twenty years later

(The liability law and the Fukushima accident have changed

India’s nuclear energy outlook)

Context:- Twenty years ago, on May 11, 1998, India took a leap

into the unknown world of nuclear weapon powers with the tests

at Pokhran.



 Though the decision was taken after great deliberation and

with preparation, how the reaction of the world would affect

the future of India was unknown. But today, it is certain that

the action was timely and inevitable.

Obstacles removed

 India has reason to be satisfied over having accomplished

many of the objectives of Pokhran II.

 The fact, however, remains that the 1998 tests and the

subsequent nuclear deal have brought India to the nuclear

mainstream and opened up the global nuclear market for

development of nuclear power without signing the Treaty on

the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) or the

Comprehensive Nuclear-Test Ban Treaty (CTBT).



The Treaty on the Non-

Proliferation of Nuclear

Weapons, commonly

known as the Non-

Proliferation Treaty or

NPT, is an international

treaty whose objective

is to prevent the spread

of nuclear weapons and

weapons technology, to

promote cooperation in

the peaceful uses of

nuclear energy.



 The tests shocked the world, particularly because they

were done with utmost secrecy and the India-U.S. ties hit

rock bottom. For nearly two months, the U.S. refused to

have any dialogue with India and implemented the Glenn

Amendment for the first time. Newer sanctions were

imposed, and at one point it looked that relations would

never recover.

Note:-

 Under the Glenn Amendment, if the President determines that

a non-nuclear weapon state [as defined by the Nuclear Non-

Proliferation Treaty (NPT)] detonates a nuclear explosive

device, certain sanctions apply.

 The sanctions impose broad-ranging restrictions on various

types of assistance, loans, and trade.



 U.S. listed five benchmarks as non-proliferation goals to

normalise relations: signing the CTBT(Comprehensive

Nuclear-Test Ban Treaty ), halting production of fissile

material, strategic restraint, strengthening export control

regimes, and normalisation of relations with Pakistan.

 These were strongly rejected by India, but the talks

proceeded on the assumption that India’s security

concerns should be fully understood and that India

would take certain measures to suit its new status.



 In 2000 India refused to sign the CTBT, but declared a

moratorium on testing; agreed to join the Fissile Material

Cut-off Treaty negotiations without halting fissile material

production; reaffirmed minimum deterrent without giving

any number of warheads; and agreed to strengthen export

controls.

 Additionally, India declared no-first-use and commitment

to disarmament. Though no deal could be struck, the

foundation was laid for what became the nuclear deal in

2008.

Reality check
 Ten years after signing the deal, its gains and losses have

proved much less game-changing than it was hoped in 2008.



 Another major event that has shaken confidence in the

value of nuclear power in India’s energy mix was the

Fukushima disaster. It has changed the global nuclear

power scenario beyond recognition, though India has

maintained that it is “business as usual”.

Final Words:
 The government’s recent decision to build more

indigenous reactors points to the fact that the dream of

imported nuclear reactors dotting India has disappeared.

India’s focus has rightly shifted to solar and other new

sources of energy.



Phrasal Verb

1) Hand in = To submit

2) Hand out = Distribute



Question of the day
Q.1.

Which among the following statements is false about

Smiling Buddha?

a) It is the name of India's first successful nuclear bomb

test

b) It was held in Pokhran, Rajasthan

c) It was the first confirmed nuclear weapons test by a

nation outside the five permanent members of the United

Nations Security Council.

d) All are correct

Ans- (d)



Question of the day
Q.2

Which among the following countries is not a member of

Non-Proliferation Treaty?

a) Afghanistan

b) Isreal

c) Australia

d) Belgium

Ans- (b)









Vocabulary words:

Trajectory (noun) = The path followed by a projectile flying
(प्रिेि िथ)

Harbour (verb) = Keep something in mind, especially
secretly (मन में रखना)

Fallibility (noun) = The tendency to make mistakes or be
wrong (भ्रमशीलिा)

Endeavour (noun) = An attempt to achieve a goal (प्रयास)

Persist (verb) = Continue in an opinion in spite of
difficulty (क़ायम रहना)

Concurrence (noun) = The fact of two or more events or

circumstances happening or existing at the same time
(एकतिर्त्िा)



Vocabulary words:

Constrain (verb) = Compel or force to follow (तििश)

Augmentation (noun) = The action of becoming greater
in amount or size (ितृद्ध)

Fragile (adj) = Easily broken or damaged (नािुक)

Sluggish (adj) = Inactive, lacking energy or

alertness
Consensus (noun) = A common agreement (आम सहमति)

Remunerative (adj) = Financially rewarding, lucrative
(लाभप्रद)



Title: In a state of energy poverty

(It is uncertain if the goal of electrifying all ‘willing households’

will mean universal access)

Context:- There is now 100% village electrification in India, an

important milestone in the country’s development trajectory.



 In response to the regional imbalances in electrical

development, led largely by the private sector, the

Constituent Assembly set the ground for public sector-led

electrification in the country.

 But despite dedicated public agencies, a planned approach, a

sustained political mandate and continued public spending by

the Centre and States, India has been considerably slow in

reaching the milestone.

 Another important turnaround came last year when India

claimed to be a net surplus and exporter of electricity (a

scenario projected to continue for at least a decade). But do

these developments mark an end to India’s energy

poverty?



 India continues to harbour energy poverty; 31 million rural

households and about five million urban households are still

to be connected to the grid — the highest in any single

country. At the same time, a significant portion of connected

rural households is yet to get adequate quantity and quality of

supply.

 The Central government has set itself an ambitious target of

connecting all remaining households by the end of March

2019 and made budgetary allocations to cover the cost of

electrification. As part of a Centre-State joint initiative on

24×7 ‘Power for All’, State governments have already

committed to ensuring round-the-clock supply to all

households from April 2019.



 The aspiration for access to clean, reliable and affordable

power for all is not free from barriers and fallibility.

 Seven States (Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Odisha, Jharkhand,

Assam, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh) account for 90% of

un-electrified households. Coincidentally, these States are

ranked poorly in social development indices and house about

two-thirds of the population living below the poverty line.

 This concurrence between economic poverty and energy

poverty will be a barrier to the goal of universal access.



Cost factor

 Who pays for the cost of supply will also be a critical driver.

Electricity distribution companies (discoms) in these seven

States are already highly indebted, accounting for 42% of

accumulated debts of all discoms as on March 2016.

 Despite continued State subvention (except by Odisha), all

these discoms have been consistently running at a loss,

accounting for about 47% of the loss in electricity

distribution business.



Challenges in distribution

 The other major challenge is from distribution network

capacity. Electrification in India has followed an approach of

expansion, often driven by political considerations, without

much emphasis on capacity augmentation and making the

grid future ready.

 As a result, the distribution infrastructure is overburdened, as

the demand has grown, causing a high level of technical

losses and frequent breakdowns. The distribution network

capacity in several States is inadequate to carry available

electricity.



Challenges in distribution

 Adding new load to the existing fragile distribution network

will only compromise the quality and reliability of supply. It

could result in continued blackouts for the rural poor during

peak hours.

 State strategy documents on 24×7 ‘Power for All’ highlight

the need and quantum of augmentation required in

distribution network capacity.

 While the Central government has come up with multiple

schemes with budgetary allocations since 2001, the available

funding support has been short of the growing requirement.



 Will power flow in villages? Will newly connected

households stay plugged into the grid? It will depend on

the ability of the Centre and States to generate required

capital investments, timely upgradations in transmission and

distribution networks and covering the costs of servicing less

remunerative loads.

Final Words:

 Until then, the volume of dark homes (in absolute numbers)

in a fully-wired country may remain as big as it was in the

virgin field for electrification.



Idioms & Phrases

1) With bated breath = In great suspense

2) Bay for blood = Demand punishment or

retribution



One word Substitution

1) Impossible to describe = Ineffable

2) The animals of a particular region = Fauna



Title: GOODBYE, GOODALL

(An Australian scientist opts for assisted euthanasia, starts a

conversation on the right to choose one’s own death.)

Context:- Without the slightest regret, David Goodall has died

for the cause that he lived for. Choosing to end his life at 104,

Australia’s oldest working scientist travelled to Basel, to take

advantage of Swiss laws which support assisted euthanasia,

which is banned in his native country.



 He died by his own hand at a right to die organisation

which he was a member of. And, realising that news of his

case had ricocheted around the world, he took the

opportunity to promote the cause of death with dignity by

holding a last press conference. He hoped that it would

pressure Australia towards legal reform.

 Indeed, the right to a happy life implicitly includes the right

to a happy death. One without the other is, quite literally, a

sticky end. But the question of euthanasia is muddied by

religious notions concerning the sanctity of life, and the

argument that it is a gift from a higher being, which human

beings do not have the right to spurn.



 But in our rights-based construction of the world, complete

control over one’s life is the basis of personal autonomy, on

which the entire superstructure of modern politics, ethics

and law stand. But it is incomplete without the right to

choose one’s own death.

 This incompleteness is very unwillingly recognised by

even progressive legal systems, for it militates against

generations of conditioning. In India, suicide has been

decriminalised and the courts have ruled in favour of the

living will, conferring the right to choose in advance the

point at which one would refuse therapy for the

prolongation of life.



Final Words:

But it will take a deeper appreciation of the rights inherent in

the individual, and better protocols to ensure that those who

assist in a happy death do not benefit by it, before the final step

can be taken



Phrasal Verb

1) Get along = Have a good relationship

2) Get around = Avoid someone or something,

go many places







Vocabulary words:

Enshrine (verb) = Preserve a right, tradition or idea to
ensure that it will be protected and respected (प्रतिष्ठातिि करना)

Modicum (noun) = A small quantity of a particular thing
(अल्िांश)

Fervently (adv) = Very enthusiastically or passionately
(उत्साह से)

Precisely (adv) = In exact terms (ठीक रीति से)

Devolution (noun) = The transfer or delegation of power to
a lower level (हस्िांिरण)

Infringement (noun) = Contravention, violation (उल्लंघन)

Curtail (verb) = Reduce in extent or quantity (घटाना)

Outright (adv) = Wholly, completely (प्रत्यि)



Vocabulary words:

Incursion (noun) = An invasion or attack (आक्रमण)

Discretionary (adj) = Optional, non-compulsory

Plethora (noun) = A large or excessive amount of
something (बहुिायि)

Contrived (adj) = Deliberately created rather than

arising naturally
Deceptive (adj) = Misleading (भ्रातन्िजनक)

Prevailing (adj) = Existing at a particular time (प्रितलि)

Naivety (noun) = Lack of experience or wisdom
Hollow (adj) = Without real significance value (तनरथणक)

Debilitate (verb) = Tending to weaken something (दुबणल)



Vocabulary words:

Coerce (verb) = Persuade an unwilling person to do

something by using force or threats
Intimidate (verb) = Frighten, terrify (डराना)

Untainted (adj) = Not contaminated or polluted (बेदाि)



Title: An open letter to Finance Ministers

(Political alignments should not come in the way of defending

the fiscal rights of States)

Point: My fellow Finance Ministers in the States, I hope you will

agree that the award of the Finance Commission is vital to State

finances.

T.M. Thomas Isaac, Kerala



 Some of us are worried about the implications of the terms of

reference (ToR) of the Finance Commission determined by

the Union government. The issues related to inter se

distribution of resources are what have drawn attention and

made headlines. But the issues at stake are much larger.

 What the ToR challenge are the federal values enshrined in the

Constitution and the modicum of fiscal autonomy State

governments enjoy.

 I am writing this open letter just in case you have misunderstood

that our concerns are limited to a change in the population base

year, from 1971 to 2011, which would in fact affect not only the

southern States in general but also other States where population

growth has declined.



 We will certainly be making our legitimate claim not to be

penalised for implementation of the national population

policy.

 I am afraid that for political reasons many of us are failing to

undertake this national duty to defend the rights of States on the

one hand and the fiscal federalism of the country on the other.

 I want to raise before you, in public, some of the issues in the

ToR which are going to adversely affect the financial resources

and fiscal autonomy of States.

 First, is there any Finance Minister who will welcome a

reduction in the share of taxes of the States from the 42%

that was awarded by the 14th Finance Commission?



 Further, the Government of India has increased our share of

Centrally sponsored schemes so that the overall devolution as

a share of GDP has remained more or less the same.

 The goods and services tax (GST) has further worsened vertical

devolution due to the 50:50 sharing of taxes.

 Second, the idea of federalism ensures that every citizen of India

is provided comparable public services and taxation. It is for this

purpose that the Constitution has provided for the provision of

revenue deficit grant. No Finance Commission can review this.

How is it then that item 5 in the ToR says, “The Commission

may also examine whether revenue deficit grants be provided at

all”? Don’t you agree that this is an infringement on the

constitutional rights given to States?



Borrowing rights

Third, the ToR want to curtail borrowing by States from the

present 3% of Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) to 1.7% if

the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Review

Committee has its way with its recommendation.

Note: (Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) is defined as a

measure, in monetary terms, of the volume of all goods and

services produced within the boundaries of the State during a

given period of time.)



 Fourth, the 14th Finance Commission directed its efforts

to ensure that the discretionary element in the grant given

by the Commission is totally eliminated. It is loud and clear

from the ToR that the Union government is using the

Finance Commission route to impose conditionalities

through a plethora of conditional grants.

 Item 7 in the ToR talks about incentivising nine items and I

am not against many of them. But the choice should be left

to States.



Final Words:
My appeal to everyone is to join hands to uphold the

Constitution and the right of States and block the sinister move

to undermine the basic tenets(principles) of fiscal federalism in

India. On our differences over the criteria of inter se

distribution we shall agree to disagree and approach the

Fifteenth Finance Commission individually in our

memorandum.



Idioms & Phrases

1) One’s best bet = The most favourable option available

in particular circumstances

2) All bets are off = The outcome of a particular

situation is unpredictable



One word Substitution

1) The first model of a new device = Prototype

2) The study of maps = Cartography



Title: Keep Jinnah’s portrait

(The controversy in AMU is not about Jinnah. It is about the

politics of a majoritarian government)

Context:- It is fully contrived (false) and fully deceptive

(misleading).

Syed Tahseen Raza is an Assistant Professor, AMU



 In the prevailing political scenario, with a right-wing party

in power at the Centre and with parliamentary elections a

year away, to think of the demand to take down the portrait

and the subsequent events at the university in any other way

apart from an attempt to intimidate(terrify) an academic

institution is political naivety at best, if not a deliberate

oversight.

 That the presence of Jinnah’s portrait in AMU is being

questioned is distressing, but more so as the person doing

this is a Distinguished Professor Emeritus of International

Relations.



 Let’s recollect the facts. Jinnah’s portrait lies in the Student

Union Hall along with other portraits of leaders who were

awarded life membership of the Students’ Union, including

Mahatma Gandhi, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and

Jawaharlal Nehru. It has been hanging on the wall since

1938, when Jinnah was awarded life membership of the

Union, and thus holds historical significance.

 The Lok Sabha MP of Aligarh, Satish Gautam, who also

happens to be a member of the University Court, which is the

supreme governing body of the university, never once

suggested removing the portrait during the many meetings he

held in the university. So why has he suddenly chosen this

particular time to write to the Vice-Chancellor about the

portrait?



 And does it not seem rather odd that on the day former

Vice President Hamid Ansari was to deliver a lecture,

“India has failed to establish a pluralistic society”, and be

conferred life membership of the AMU Students’ Union,

youth who allegedly owe allegiance to right-wing groups

forcibly entered the campus and the event was cancelled?

And the fact remains that the police did not file FIRs

against the disrupters; instead, they brutally lathi-charged

the students.

 This is not about an ideology but about a democratic right.

There is no doubt that Jinnah’s two-nation theory was hollow

and had a debilitating impact on India’s Muslims. But

whatever be Jinnah’s fault, can those in power, more than 70

years later, coerce an institution to do something like this?



Final Words:

This is not about a portrait; it is about a majoritarian

government intimidating an academic institution. If this is not

fought against now, we may reach a point of no return.



Phrasal Verb

1) Cut in = To interrupt

2) Fall through = Fail to happen



Question of the day

Q. What is FRBM act? Explain in 

detail.



Question of the day

Q. Who is the chairman of 15th Finance 

commission?

Ans:- N.K. Singh



Question of the day

Q. Which article in the constitution 

mentions about finance commission?

Ans:- Article 280



Question of the day

Q. Who is the chairman of 14th finance 

commission?

Ans:- Dr. Y.V. Reddy







Question:

Q. Find the error in the sentence.

Some of us are worried for the (1)/ implications of the terms

of reference (2)/ of the Finance Commission (3)/ determined

by the Union government. (4)/ No error (5)

Ans:- use ‘worried about’ instead of ‘worried for’



Vocabulary words:

Veer (verb) = Change direction suddenly

Put forth (phrasal verb) = To bring out, grow
Constraint (noun) = A limitation or restriction (बािा)

Devoid (adj) = Entirely lacking or free from
Prerequisite (noun) = Precondition, necessity (शिण)

Tweak (verb) = Twist sharply (फेरबदल)

Exaggeration (noun) = Overstatement, hyperbole
(अतिशयोति)

Preclude (verb) = Prevent from happening (रोकना)



Vocabulary words:

Persecute (verb) = Subject to hostility or ill-treatment
(अत्यािार करना)

Detractor (noun) = A person who disparages someone or
something (आलोिक)

Chauvinism (noun) = Aggressive patriotism (अंिराष्ट्रीयिा)

Conflate (verb) = Combine two or more sets of

information into one
Duress (noun) = Threats, constrains (अिरोि)

Onus (noun) = Responsibility, liability (दातयत्ि)



Title: Alien versus alien

(Disquiet in Assam should convince the Centre to reconsider the

new Citizenship Bill)

Point: Parties and civil society groups have argued that the Bill

provides legitimacy to Hindus who have migrated from Bangladesh

post-1971.



 It precludes individuals from six religious minorities from

three “Muslim-dominant countries” (Afghanistan,

Bangladesh and Pakistan) from being defined as “illegal

immigrants” under the Foreigners Act, 1946. The intent

behind this Bill, promised by the BJP in the run-up to the

2014 general election, is to clear a path to citizenship for

minorities persecuted in the three countries.

 The National Register of Citizens, on the other hand, does

not distinguish migrants on the basis of religion and regards

all post-March 24, 1971 migrants, irrespective of their

religion, as illegal aliens who need to be deported.





 Clearly, the Bill is seen by detractors to be breaking the

general consensus on the NRC forged after years of political

differences and legal challenges to the Assam Accord, of

which the ongoing exercise to update the register is an

outcome.

 The Bill conflates the definition of migrants, people who

shift voluntarily, with that of refugees, who are forced to do

so under duress giving them a claim to humanitarian

protection.

 The NRC puts the onus(responsibility) on migrants to prove

their status of residence prior to 1971 based on a series of

documents that would lead to registration as a citizen. The

Bill seeks to bring in considerations of religious identity.



 There are unresolved issues with the NRC process as well.

There is the question of modalities of deportation, which

would involve negotiations with Bangladesh.

 As of now Assam has six detention centres for illegal

migrants. If the NRC process identifies more illegal aliens for

deportation, they would have to be detained in such centres

and there is no knowing how long they would have to stay

there.

Final Words

 The Centre needs to apply much more thought before

pushing the Bill, for its contradictions in Assam and for its

larger religious assumptions.



Idioms & Phrases

1) Betwixt and between = Conflicted and unable to decide

between two options

2) One’s best bib and tucker = One’s most formal attire



One word Substitution

1) The study of the origin and history of words= Etymology

2) Belonging to all parts of the world = Cosmopolitan



Title: Is it possible to slow global warming?

(There is growing frustration after more than two decades of

intense climate talks)

Context:- This is an important year for making progress on the

Paris Agreement (PA), which was discussed at the climate

meeting called the Conference of Parties (COP-21) to the UN

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in

December 2015.



The Paris Agreement, Paris

climate accord or Paris climate

agreement is an agreement

within the United Nations

Framework Convention on

Climate Change (UNFCCC)

dealing with greenhouse gas

emissions mitigation, adaptation,

and finance starting in the year

2020.



 The Paris Agreement entered into force in November 2016.

A two-week-long meeting was recently concluded in

Bonn(Germany) (April 30 to May 10) where the operational

guidelines for implementing the PA were to be discussed

and agreed upon by all parties.

 What one was looking for was a common, consistent

framework of how each country would define and measure

its commitments. It would also include proposals for how

action taken could be monitored, accounted for and kept

transparent while providing some level of flexibility.



 A good draft on the rulebook ought to be ready before the

COP-24 in Katowice, Poland, in December 2018. Ideally,

these guidelines should help countries develop ambitious

targets for the next level of the Nationally Determined

Contributions (NDCs).

The barriers
 The roadblocks at the Bonn meeting seemed predictable. On

the issue of the NDCs, the question was the scope of the

rulebook.

 Developed or rich countries would like the rulebook to be

limited to mitigation, the reduction of greenhouse gases.

But since most countries require adaptation programmes in a

warming world and need support to implement their national

targets, it is essential that these be included too.



 The “means of implementation” are about financial support

and technology transfer to build capacity in poorer

countries and have always been contentious.

 At the Copenhagen summit, it was agreed that from 2020, rich

countries would provide a minimum of $100 billion each year

to poor and developing countries. There is little sign that these

funds will be available.

 Instead, the discussion on finance has veered towards: how to

increase the number of donors who will provide funds; which

countries should perhaps be excluded from these funds; and

whether these funds are a part of or distinct from the official

development assistance, and so on.



Incomplete task

 The issues related to loss and damage (L&D) are another

thorn in the negotiations. L&D is a means to provide

assistance to poor countries that experience severe impacts

from climate change but have contributed very little to the

greenhouse gases responsible for the warming and its

effects.

 This is a very important issue for the least developed

countries and for small islands, which are already

experiencing the brunt of sea level rise.

 But there was little progress on the funds that could be used

to support L&D.



 Given the growing frustration of experienced negotiators on

all sides after more than two decades of intense climate

talks, it appears that pressure from youth, especially in rich

countries, is vital.

Final Words

Unless they remind governments and the public of the

responsibilities of their countries towards mitigation,

adaptation and support for means of implementation, keeping

global warming under reasonably safe levels for humankind

could be impossible.



Phrasal Verb

1) Wait up = Not sleep because you are waiting for

something or someone

2) Turn up = Find unexpectedly



Question of the day

Q. Which among the following is a greenhouse 

gas?

(1) Water vapour

(2) Carbon dioxide

(3) Methane 

(4) Ozone

(5) All of them

Ans-(5)



Question of the day

Q. In which year UNFCCC treaty was adopted?

(1) 1991

(2) 1992

(3) 1993

(4) 1994

(5) 1995

Ans-(2)




