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Terror trail
Pakistan’s action against terrorists is welcome, but nowhere 
near enough

In his speech to the UN Security Council (UNSC) marking 20 
years since the resolutions that announced a global 
commitment to the war against terror after the U.S. 9/11 
attacks, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar made a pitch for 
greater coordination between counter terrorism agencies 
worldwide. He highlighted the necessity to streamline the 
process of the UN’s top body in designating terrorists while 
strengthening coordination in the agencies that check their 
financial resources.
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First, the world must acknowledge that terrorist organisations
use not only extortion and money laundering, drugs and 
wildlife trafficking to raise funds, but, in the present and future, 
will use loopholes in digital security and the “anonymity” 
provided by block chain technology to access finances. Second, 
in a clear reference to Pakistan, he spoke of the need to link 
actions between the UN and the Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF), and for countries that “wilfully provide financial 
assistance and safe havens” as well as “5 star” treatment to 
criminals and terrorists, to be held to account by them. 
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His words are significant given that a FATF committee, the Asia 
Pacific Joint Group (APJG), is meeting this week to finalise
recommendations for the FATF on whether to continue 
Pakistan’s ‘greylisting status’, downgrade it to a blacklist, or let 
it off, decisions that India is watching closely.

Finally, he pointed to countries that allow their “political and 
religious” affinities to decide on issues of designation of 
terrorists, blocking and unblocking requests at the UNSC for 
such reasons rather than technically evaluate the evidence 
against these individuals. 
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While the broad message here was for China, which has often 
blocked India’s efforts to designate individuals at the UNSC, this 
also includes Turkey and Malaysia which have helped Pakistan 
avoid stringent measures at the FATF this far.

While Mr. Jaishankar’s words were meant for the global 
struggle with terrorism since 2001, their import is for India’s 
particular problems with Pakistan and cross-border terrorism in 
the present for the impending decision at the FATF plenary next 
month.
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1. Streamline  (verb)-
to make less complex 

synonyms- simplify/dumb down/oversimplify/prune
antonyms- complex/complexify/complicate

2. Designating (verb)-
to decide upon (the time or date for an event)usually from a position of authority 

synonyms- appointing/fixing/naming/setting
antonyms- blackballing/deposing/dethroning
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3. Anonymity (noun)-
the quality of being mostly or completely unknown 

synonyms- obscurity/silence/oblivion
antonyms- mark/name/note

4. Affinities (noun)-
a habitual attraction to some activity or thing 

synonyms- affections/aptitudes/bents
antonyms- allergies/aversions/disfavors
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5. Stringent (adj)-
not allowing for any loosening of standards 

synonyms- inflexible/rigid/rigorous/strict
antonyms- acquiescent/compliant/compromising
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1. Arbitrator
Someone who is designated to hear both 
sides of a dispute and make a judgement.

2. Congregation
An assembly of worshippers.
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1. A fair weather friend always tries to fish in troubled 
waters of his friends and benefactors.

A. To borrow money
B. To steal belongings of
C. To get benefit in bad situation.
D. To extend a helping hand.
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2. His arrogant behavior with others has left him high 
and dry.

A. To be penniless
B. To be very sick.
C. To be very famous
D. Isolated.
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