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• Discussion of articles (daily)

• Check your progress

• Tuesday special – phrasal verb
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Designing a resolute COVID-19 
response
Control has to be quick and the damage being 
caused contained as the pandemic has 
resurfaced in a fully open society

“The virus has gone.” That was in January 2021. 
“No, it hasn’t. It is back with more family 
members to attack us with greater force.” This is 
in April 2021. These scene changes are akin to 
what happens in village feuds or urban brawls 
that feature in news reports across India….

1) resolute - determined

2) akin – related
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A second chance for Nepal’s 
young democracy
An all-party consensus government seems the 
only way to break the deadlock and ensure 
stability

It can be said that the only constant in Nepali 
politics is ‘unpredictability’. Nepal’s democratic 
transition has been shaped through the efforts 
and sacrifices of common citizens and leaders 
and the expectation was that the forgotten 
Nepali would soon get something better than the 
discriminatory political culture……...

3) consensus –
Agreement

4) deadlock – a situation, 
typically one involving 
opposing parties, in which 
no progress can be made/ 
stand-off
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Salvaging strategy
Rational safety measures and scaled up 
vaccinations can rein in COVID-19

India’s aggressive second wave of coronavirus 
infections marked by over 1,50,000 cases a day 
and many deaths is clearly the result of irrational 
exuberance early in the new year. After 
prematurely assuming that COVID-19 was 
virtually over, governments made rash decisions 
to allow large religious gatherings and political 
campaigns with little regard for disease control.

5) Salvaging –
rescue/recover.

6) Scaled up – increase

7) exuberance –
cheerfulness
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Save the deal
U.S. and Iran should rebuild the lost trust and resolve 
the nuclear crisis before time runs out

The Vienna talks between the remaining members of 
the Iran nuclear deal — China, Russia, the U.K., France, 
Germany and Iran — have raised hopes for the revival 
of the agreement from which then President Donald 
Trump unilaterally withdrew the U.S. in May 2018. 
After the initial round of talks, European and Iranian 
diplomats have said efforts to revive the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), as the deal is 
officially called, are on “the right track”.

8) unilaterally –
one-sided
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An American delegation, led by Robert Malley, 
the White House special envoy for Iran, is also in 
Vienna, though the Americans and the Iranians 
would not hold direct talks. All sides agree that 
bringing the deal back on track is ideal, but who 
will blink first? The U.S. wants Iran to end its 
uranium enrichment and centrifuge development 
programmes and return to the 2015 agreement, 
while Tehran has demanded the U.S. lift all 
sanctions imposed by Mr. Trump and still 
enforced by President Joe Biden. 

9) envoy –
representative

10) enrichment –
improvement

11) centrifuge –
seperator
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The agenda at Vienna, therefore, is to produce a 
road map for the revival of the JCPOA by 
addressing these two critical issues — Iran’s 
nuclear enhanced programme and American 
sanctions.

12) agenda –
programe/schedule

13) Road map –a plan 
or strategy intended to 
achieve a particular 
goal.
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The Biden administration has displayed flexibility in its approach towards 
Iran. The President appointed a special envoy, ended the U.S.’s support 
for Saudi Arabia’s war against the Houthis, Iran-backed militants, in 
Yemen and promised to lift sanctions if Tehran returns to the JCPOA 
terms. The administration has also reportedly made an offer to Iran to 
release $1 billion of Iranian money frozen in South Korea as part of the 
sanctions in exchange for ending its 20% uranium enrichment. But a wary 
Iran, which was fully compliant with the agreement when Mr. Trump 
abandoned it and slapped back sanctions, has rejected the offer, seeking 
more concrete measures from the U.S. The challenge both sides are 
facing is a lack of time. Iran holds its presidential polls in June. 
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If the U.S.’s best chance to address Iran’s nuclear programme is through 
the revival of the JCPOA, the best possibility of reviving the agreement is 
to do it (or at least agree on a road map) before the presidential election. 
There are external dangers as well. Iran-backed Shia militias in Iraq 
continue to target U.S. forces and bases in Iraq. The Israel-Iran shadow 
conflict is now being fought inside Syria and on the seas. Last week, an 
Iranian ship was attacked in the Red Sea. If security tensions rise in the 
region involving Iran and its proxies, it could derail the diplomatic efforts. 
The U.S. and Iran should exercise restraint, stay focused on talks and 
rebuild the lost trust, and take measures to get the deal back on track that 
would resolve the nuclear crisis in return for dismantling the sanctions 
regime.
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Primarily, the U.S. naval actions maybe a message to China, whose 
maritime claims are increasingly coming into conflict with those of the 
U.S. and its allies, but Washington is attempting to send a broader 
message that it will not tolerate any other country’s claims. As New Delhi 
contends with this new reality, it must seek answers from Washington 
about how their newly intensified Quad partnership, especially their 
stated objective to cooperate on keeping a “free and open Indo-Pacific”, 
can co-exist with the open challenge the U.S. Navy has posed.
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Q1. I have to —-my notes once again to make sure I have 
learned all important details before the exam.

(a) stand for
(b) put up with
(c) take after
(d) pull down
(e) go over
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Q2. My check-up results indicate that I have to —- all my 
bad habits at once.

(a) keep on
(b) let down
(c) give up
(d) put across
(e) bring up
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Q3. We haven’t been able to decide on who is going to —-
our baby while we are on the business trip next week.

(a)fall out
(b)come to
(c)get by
(d)look after
(e)go on
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Q4. Today, there is a tendency in our culture to —- the 
people who haven’t been to a university.

(a)take off
(b)show off
(c)turn over
(d) look down on
(e)run out
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Q5. The soldier will be brought to trial because he is 
thought to have —- state secrets to the enemy.

(a)backed up
(b)given away
(c)broken out
(d)turned off
(e)run over
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Q6. In order not to lose its market share, our company 
must —- the latest technological developments.

(a)hold up
(b)drop in
(c)fall apart
(d)wear out
(e)keep up with
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Q7. It is obvious that the new law has —- some 
revolutionary changes in the current tax system but there 
are still some points to be revised.

(a)brought about
(b)broken away
(c)taken in
(d)pulled out
(e)come at
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Q8. If it weren’t for the loan I got from the bank, it would 
have been impossible for me to —- my own business.

(a)set up
(b)cross out
(c)drop off
(d)take down
(e)throw up
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Q9. Though he loved his fiancée very much, the boy acted 
in accordance with his parent’s wishes and —- with her.

(a) set out
(b)turned out
(c)made up
(d)broke up
(e)looked in
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Q10. The fact that the inflation rate has —- in recent 
months indicates that the government isn’t following a 
reliable economic policy

(a)put forward
(b)come down with
(c) given off
(d)gone up
(e)put out
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